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INTRODUCTIGN.

The leading papers published in this volume on
the “Municipal Program,” and the draft of the proposed
Constitutional Amendments, and the Municipal Cor-
porations Act form the final report of the Committee
appointed at the Louisville meeting of the National
Muunicipal T.eague in May, 18g7. This Committee was
directed *'to report on the feasibility of a municipal
program which will embody the essential principles that
must underlic suceessful munigipal government, and
which shall also set forth a working plan or system,
consistent with American industrial and political condi-
tions, for putting such principles into practical opera-
tion ; and such Committee, il it finds such Municipal
Program feasible, 1s instructed to report the same, with
its reasons therefor, to the League for consideration.”

This the Committee did, presenting its preliminary
report to the lndianapolis meeting in November, 1808,
and its final report, which was formally and unanimously
accepted (see page 45) at the Columbus meeting in
November, 1899, Accompanying the first report were
four principal papers prepared by members of the Com-
mittee, which, in turn, were discussed in nine subsi-
diary papers. Accompanying the final report were four
more principal papers, likewise discussed in subsidiary
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v INTRODUCTION,

papers, all of which are published in this volume, together
with the perfected draft of the Amendments and Act.

The reports of the Committee, with the papers and
the drafts, practically constitute the Municipal Program.
It is presented to the students of American municipal
covernment by the National Municipal Leacue, as a con-
tribution to the subject, representing nearly three years
ot patient study by a group of men of diverse train-
ing and views, sclected without refercnce to party
affiliation,

If we may be permitted to speak of the importance
of this contribution, its reception at the hands of Ameri-
can publicists is gratifying, and indicates clearly the
need for such a picce of work and the deep interest in
the cause of better municipal government in America.
With scarcely a notable exception. the press have com-
mended the Committee’s endeavor, and its recommen-
dations have met with a most cordial endorsement. It
was not to be expected that there would be immediate
universal acceptation of the Program in its entirety,
but the spirit of the criticisms augurs well for the final
acceptance of its fundamental principles.
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PROCEEDINGS

1T TEE

Fi1FTH ANNUAL MEETING

¥ TEIE

NATIONAL MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

ANTE

SEVENTH

National Conference for Good City Government,

HELD AT

COLUMBUS, OHIO, NOYEMBER 15, 16 and 17, 1890,

The Fifth Apoual Mecting of the National Municipal Leawsie aud the
Heventh National Conferenee for Good Clty Government eonvenm! at
the Chittendsn Hodal, in Columbus, Ohlo, ond in the abgence of the Presl-
dlent, the fral sesaion was called to order and presided over by First Viee
Iresldent Charles Riebnrdsan,

The Chair: In the absemce of our dlstineaishoml Presileat, Mr, Carter,
it bocomes my duty o ask you e come to order. Bofore wo procesd with
e business of the confercyee of the Nationnl Munielpal Leaguae, [ obe-
lieve that the Honorsble Samnel 1, Blaek, of Columbus, has soie words
for us which we will he slad te bedr,

My, Black: Gentlemen—Tar me assiee you that bl ot spenk the in-
considerate words of comwplivnent, whee, S Denanil of its Board of Treade,
I areet yon aiad cxted we yore a toest eollind weleome to (e capital of
o, dowhers thronghout the length and beeadth of this great aister-
booel of Seates = there a cily more deeply cooceras) in the work which
brings you wnong vz than Colinias We cealize its waenibude; s
recogetibae Fis dfriienltles ) v e finpees=ml with = sorioss st 1o she
pation, The story of (e galution of the problem of muanielpal govoes-



