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The following Disconrss i pobliabhed in secord-
aoce with & vale of the Exeeniive Commiites of
the Howinn Hesmevorzwr Bociery, — believiog
tha principlw sl forth to ba thewm of * Thua
Charity” exhibiiing, in & clear and Jockd man-
nor, the propor mothod of relieviogy ibe maifor
ings af poverty, withont zoarighiog vics or awardiog
& pramion: ta sloth, and thus isosesming the wiru-
bepsa of the avil we profoss te remedr. With thke
hepe that its cireclation mey aid the Bociaty ie ite
good dosigus, it s commended to the Christias poh-
lig, anid sapesially 1o Him who hath sid, “ Bressn
is HE W0 CORSIRERETN THE POOR."

Bosrow, Maron, 1841,
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DISCOURSE.

p————_t

PHALNMY ELL I.
PLESSED If HE WHO CONBICEEETH THE FOOE.

Tue text describes a character,
It would let us know, who it is that
may be called a happy man, and
asserts that it is the charitable man
—Phe who considereth the poor. The
selfish man of the world, taking
counsel of his own heart, may ask,
* How can that be? Is there any
thing attractive in the sight of squal-
id want, of tattered garments, of
bitter tears, and helpless misery ?
I can conceive of enjoyment in con-
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sidering the wonders and glories of
creation; the sky, and earth, and
sea, in their mild beauty or their
stormy grandeur; in beholding the
bloom of WNature, or the charms
of art; in sprmundiug one’s self
with the innocent delights which
wealth may command ; the comforts
of home and the pleasures of select
society ; in breathing the fresh and
fragrant air of one's own patlor,
where the sweet influences of mu-
gic, and song, and literature, and
friendship, all evombine to dispel
care, to soften the asperities of life,
to smooth the brow, and light up the
fentures with the expression of a
chastened hilarity. These are things
worth living for, and the anticipa-
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tion of them nerves me to dare and
to endure. And having gained all
these, can it be happiness to leave
all, even for an hour, to breathe the
damp, pent-up air of the garrets and
cellars of the poor; to hear their
complaints, to share their sorrows,
and to diminish ene's amount of
property for their sake? No. You
may call it a duty, a task—a tax to
be paid—a burden to be borne; but
it is contrary to reason and expe-
rience to call it a means of happi-
ness.” So speaks the mere world-
ling, both in theory and practice.
The *“luxury of deing good" he
knows not. Of the charity that is
“ twice blessed—blessing him that
gives and him that takes"—he has
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no conception. The very phrase
seems to be drawn from the romance,
not the reality of life. His oracle
does not teach it, his maxims do not
recognize it. o : the doctrine that
it is happiness to consider the poor,
that it is *“ more blessed to give than
to receive,” is not the language of the
world's philosophy, nor & sentiment
inspired by the genius of ambition,
nor promulgated from the throne of
fashion ; but the teaching of that
Christianity, whose spirit is the
spirit of pure benevolence, and
which seeks to touch and move our
hearts by the example of Him who,
though he was rich, for our sakes
became poor, that we, through his
poverty, might be made rich.
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The world's philosophy has no
heart. The Epicurean said to his
disciple, ** Take care of your health,
avoid excess in order to avoid satie-
ty—be temperate in order to enjoy
—surround yourself with all that is
agreeable, shum all unpleasant sights
and sounds—and thus will you at-
tain the chiel end of man."” As the
oracle spoke, sensuality took the hint,
placed herself among the virtues,
and in the name of reason extin-
guished sympathy for the peor.
The Stoic said, ** Take things as they
come—fate governs all—what is,
cannot be altered, and the wise man
cares for nothing. Do you com-
plain of pain? Believe me, it is no
evil. Do you groan under misfor-



