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PREFACE.

As the active part of the long lives of Bishoyw Jolly and
(ileig very nearly coincided in point of time, it is im-
posaible, in writing separate mempirs of the two, to aveid
some repefition, expeeiully towards the elove of the period,
when both of them ok a prominent part in Church
affairs. It is hoped, however, that there will not be
found in this memoir wuch unnecessary repetition, or,
indeed, much matter of ouy sort which s not of value for
the illustration of the Bishop's character, and the Church
history of the period. The wateriala, however, which
have been at the Writer's disposal for the preparation of
this memoir bave been rather abundant; and it is only
too poasible that some of them may not bave been fully
sifted and compressed. In addition ic the MBS, letters
and papers made use of in preparing the memoir of
Bishop Jolly, the Writer has had aooess to the following
unpublished documents :—

1. The Minute Books of the diccese of Brechin—
obligingly submitted to his inspection by the Rew. James
Crahb, 8ynod Clerk of the diocese, and containing, besides
information on udministrative details, o series of long and
very charscteristic lettery of Bishop Gleig, addressed to
his clergy, and vead a6 their ' snnul meeting”



180 PREFALR,

2. A packet of Bishop Gleig's letters, relating to the
affairs of one of the copgregations of his diccese (Drom-
lithie) during a troubled and unsettled perdod—for the
use of which packet the Writer is indebted to the kind-
neas of the Rov. Jamen Gammack, Drumlithie.

3. A series of interesting letters, chiefly regarding
ineidents in the earlier and later lverinda. of Biahnp Gleig'g
life, written during the preparation of this memoir by the
Bishop's distinguished son, the late Chaplain-General of
the Forces, in reply to applications for information made
to bim by the Writer, My Gleig invarizbly told promptly
all that he khew ; but he manifested a sorupnlous anxiety
to avoid the risk of sommunieating a hins to the work.
When tequested, in order to ensure greater acouracy, to
revige the proof sheets of the memeir as it passed through
the press, he declined, on this ground, to lock at more
than the slips which contained the information snpplied
by himself. :

For the middle portion of the life, in addition to M3,
authorities, thers exist excellent materials in the multi-
tude of publications—Iletters, artieles, reviews, sermons,
charges, &o., which Bishop Gleig was continually putting
forth, and in which it is ensy to read the whole mind and
heart of such an open and out-spoken writer.



BISHOP GLEIG.

CHAPTEE I--1753-1786.

Bishop Walker on Bishops Joily and @leig—Whet the Two Men
had in Comwion—How they Difered—Early Life of fileig—
Arbuthnot Schosl—King's College, Aberdessn—Proposal to
wmaks him o Professor—Eavly Jocobifism—Eends for Ovders
—Js Ordeined and Seitled ot Pillenwosm—C>Civenmatoncar
of the Charge—Decomes a Condribulor fo several London
Peripdicale—Defends Sealch Biskops in * Genlleman's Mago.
zing '—Oviticires Bishap BRinnet's Conseoralion Sermon—
Conssquances.

Bisor WALKER, who knew both men intimately, ex-

premsed his “astonishment” that two “such men as George

Gleig and Alexander Jolly, who would have reflected

credit on the most splendid Church Establishment,” should

have © taken their lot in " such *a Bociety * as the Epis-
eopal Church of Scotland, when * depressed beyond the
hope of rising” The fact he thought © creditable to the

Church, and creditable to them,”

T4 is natural to link together the names and lives of
these two eminent men, for the reasons which Bishop
Walker assigns® (not altogether with striet sceuracy),
sad for others, Both were born in the Stonehaven dis-
trick, and nearly at the sme time.  Both became Aberdeen

* Bee portea p. ¥, ot 1
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students and graduates. Toth took orders in a Church
which was, at the time, all but extinguished by persecu-
tion ; both became, and for many yeers continued, influen-
tial rolers in it ; both lived to & great age, and died about
the same time. Lives that had, ecclesiagtically, 30 mach
in common, if truly told, and read consecmtively, cannot
fuil to throw much light on the Church history of the
period, especially as the men, though agreeing sobatan-
tially in principle, yet differed grestly in thetr characters,
and in the nature of the inflaenos which they wielded ;
und often looked at events from a different stand-point.

The diversity in the men ought to be borne in mind
by the reader, and it may be well to note here the
leading charneteristics of both. Feaders of Bishop Jolly’s
memoir can have no doubt es to * what manner of man
that consislent Christian was from first to last! From
his earliest days he waa ever the same, through suhoael,
college, tutorship, priesthood, and episcopate, 11 that last
(8t Peter’s) merning, when, with hands crossed on his
breast, and “alone™ in hin twostorey house, * with God
end good Angels” he bresthed out hia saintly soul in
preyer—ever the same humble, gentle, retiring, primi-
tivaly pious, and devont man of God, “ veneeable and
venerated even in his youth,” and thus even in retire-
meunt like “the zilent finger" of the catbedeal apire,
¥ pointing to Heaven "—exerting incalemleble influence
for good ; yet, if enything, foo wilent, and teo retiring;
too much of a mere student, and recluse ; ** passing his
days” toc much * among the dead”; too much devoted
o mere receptive reading ; deficiont in energy, initistive,
knowledge of the world, nnd edaptability ; living in the
pest, rather than in the presemt; s primitive father
# born out of due time.” '
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The elder of the two, George Gleiz, will be found to
be also & very good and consistent, bat yet & decidedly
different man ; Tess conspieuous {us which ef his contern-
poruries was not{) for the higher graces of chamacter,
especially * the ornement of o meek and quiet spirit;”
lesa parfoct as a pattern of primitive piety aud devotion,
and a centre of morsl influensce; bui, in other respects,
undvubledly the superior of hin saintly brother; & man
of more commanding talent, and versatile powers; of
wider mental sympathies, and more varied enlture;
possessed alzo of more energy and decivion of character ;
of greater knowledge of the world, and readier discern-
ment of the signs and needs of the time; in short, nod
oly & divine, but a philosopher and o critic; & man of great
general literary power and calture ; master of a clear and
forcible English style; *n robust genis, born to grapple
with whole librarzes.”

The writer is happy to be able fo present the early life
of Bishop Glelg, to a great extent, in the worde® of his
distingnished sem, the late Chaplain-General to the Forces
—the heir of his literary power and fiome.

“(eorge Gleig was born st Boghall,” fn the parish of
Arbuthnot, about 71 miles from Btonehaven, “on the
12th of May 1753, He received hi= early education at
the School of Arbuthnot,t and was much noticed by the
eocentrie old Viscount, whoan sons were his cluesfellowa
end companions, He was always head of his odasz; and
went at a very early age—I do not know exectly, but
betieve at about 13—to King's College, Aberdeen. It
was the custom in those days for a Professor who taught

* In & privats communioation to the writer,

+ Ti, aa Bishop Walker sayns, Lo wne at Btooehaven Bohool sith Ales.
ander Jolly, 1t must have bees only fov & short Ume prepasatory o entoring
the Universicy,

B3
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a class, while in the Junior Department of Latin or
Humsanity, to earry it on through Greek, Logic, Mathe-
maties, and Metaphysics. Dy father early established
such & reputation for himself, that the Profeasor, when
occasionally obliged to absent himself, entrosted the care
of the class to young Gleig.” This may sound pirange in
the ears of Aberdeen students of the present day ; but the
latter fact, Gleig’s being oceasiomally entrusted with the
care of the class, sufficiently attesta his high scademical
glanding. But of this we have abundant other proofs,
“ Hia career was one of the most brilliant on record,  Hiy
scholarship was of & high order ; and in Methematics, and
the Moral and Physical Bclences, he carried off the first
prizea™® Nor was the University slow to recognise the
merita of her gifted son,  * There is good reason to believe
that Mr Gleig, after taking his degres, might have aspired
(in good hope) to the office of Assistant Professor, with
the certainty of swoceeding to the first chair which should
fall vacant. In that case, however, 1t wounld have been
necegeary for him to subseribe to the Confession of Faith
of the FHatablished Church of Heotland, and to take the
oaths of allegiance and abjuration.”+t

In the notice of Mr Gleig’s life in the Fneyolopedia
Britannion, it is said that he * was selected, while yet an
undergraduste, to asgiat Professor Bkens in the instruction
of his clasa” No doubt it was in Professor Bkene's class
that his cwriculum was passed ; and it was probably as
sasigtant and successor to Professor Bkene thet it was
proposed to continue him at the University. The pro-
posal could not be entertained ; but, naturally, it waa one
that greatly flattered and plensed the youthful graduate.

* Boa Eneyclapadia Br article Goorge Glalg.
& Iidd,




