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PREFACE

Tax following pages deal with the religion of
Ancient Palesting, more particulerly in the latter half
of the Second Millennium, B.c. They touch 1rpon the
problem of the rise and development of Ieraslite
religion; a problem, however, which does not lie
within the seope of the present sketch (pp. 4, 114 a.).
The Amarna tablets, Egvptizn records, and the results
of recent exesvation forwm the foundstion, and the
available material hzs been interpreted in the light
of comparative religion. The sim has heen to furnish
& fairly self-contsined description of the general
religious conditions from external or non-biblicsl
sgurces, and this method has heen adopted partly
on acopunt of the conflicting opinions which prevail
among those who have investigated the theology of
the Old Testament in its relation t0 modern research.
Every effort has been made to present the evidence
sccurately and fairly; although lack of space has
prevented discussion of the more interesting festures
of the old Palestinian relipion and of the varicus
secondary problems which arose from time to time.
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vi RELIGION OF ANCIENT PALESTINE

Some difficulty has been caused by the absence of any
more or leas comprehenaive treatment of the subjeet ;
although, from the list of authorities st the end it will
be seen that the most Important sources have only
quite recently become gonerslly acoessible, Thoae,
and the few additional bibliographical referencea given
in the footnotes are far from indicating the great
indebtedness of the present writer to the worke of
QOriental scholars and of thoes who havs dealt with
compsrative religion. Speecial acknowledgements are
doe to Mr. F. LL Grifith, M.A., Reader in Egypt-
ology, University of Oxford; to the Rer. C. H. W.
Johms, M.A., Lecturer in Assyriology, Queen's College,
Combridge, and King's College, Londen ; and to Mr.
R. A, 8, Macalister, M.A,, F.8.A., Director of the
Poleatina Exploration Fuod's excavations ut Gezer.
These gentlemen enhaneed their kindness by reading
an early proof, and by contributing valuable sugges-
tionz and eriticiems. Bub the responsibility for all
errora of statement and opinion resta with the present
writer.
ATANLEY A COOE.
July 1808,
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