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INTRODUCTION,

My sole objeet in publishing the following bulletins is to pre-
gerve to future times the particulars of the great battle to which
they relate, as given by the respective governments whose troops
were engaged in it—a battle the most remarkable of modern
times, whether we consider the greatness of the contending
nations, the fame of the generals on both sides, or the im-
portance of the results.

Besides giving the bulletins in their original languages, I
have given translationsof them into English, for the convenience
of such of my countrymen as may not be conversant with the
languages of the continent; and, for the accommedetion of the
continental nations, I have given a {ranslation of the Duke of
Wellington's bulletin into French.

There are two of the bulletins which I bave not been able
to procure in any other than the English language—that of
Russia and that of Austria.

As I am not & military man, I have not permitted myself to
meke a single comment, though an attentive reader will, doubt-
less, find much to observe in them.

J. P. BURRELL.

Gray's Inm, March 19cth, 1840,
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THE

WATERLOO DISPATCHES.

Dewning-street, June 22,
Major the Honourable H. Peroy arrived late last night with
a dispateh from Field Marshal the Duke of Wellington, K.G.,
to Earl Bathurst, his Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for
the War Department, of which the following is a copy :—

‘Watarloo, June 18, 1815,

My Lorp,—Buonaparte having collected the 1st, 2nd, 3rd,
4th, and 6th corps of the French army and the Imperial Guards,
and nearly all the cavalry on the Sambre, and between that
river and the Meuss, between the 10th and 14th of the mionth,
advanced on the 15th, and attacked the Prussian posts of Thuin
and Lobez, on the Sambre, at daylight in the morning.

I did not hear of these events till the evening of the 156th, and
I immediately ordered the troops to prepare to march ; and after-
wards to march to their left, as soon as I had intelligence from
other quarters to prove that the enemy's movement upon Charle-
roy was the real attack.

The enemy drove the Prussian posts from the Sambre on that
day; and General Zeiten, who commanded the corps which had
been at Charleroy, retired upon Fleurus; and Marshal Prince
Blucher concentrated the Prussian army upon S8ambref, holding
the villages in front of his position of St. Amand and Liguy.

#  The enemy continued his march along the road from Charle-
roy towards Bruxelles, and on the same evening, the 15th,
attacked a brigade of the army of the Netherlands, under the
Prince de Weimear, posted at Frasne, and forced it back to the
farm-house on the same road, called Les Quatre Bras,
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2 THE WATERLOO DIBPATCHES.

The Prince of Orange immediately reinforeced this brigade
with another of the same division, under General Perpoucher,
and in the merning early regained partof the ground which had
been lost, so as to have the command of the communieation
leading from Nivelles and Bruxelles with Marshal Blucher's
position.

In the meantime, I had directed the whole army to march
upon Leés Quatre Bras; and the 5th division, under Lieut.
General 8ir Thomas Picton, arrived at about half-past two in
the day, followed by the corps of troops under the Duke of
Brunswick, and afterwards by the contingent of Nassau.

At thie time, the enemy commenced an attack upon Prince
Blucher with his whole force, excepting the Ist and 2nd corps,
and a corps of cavalry under General Kellerman, with which
he attacked our post at Les Quatre Bras.

The Prussian army maintained their position with their usual
gallantry and perseverance, against a great disparity of numbers,
as the 4th corpe of their army, under General Bulow, had not
joined, and I was not able to assist them as I wished, as I was
attacked myself, and the troops, the cavalry in particular, which
had a long distance to march, had not arrived.

‘We maintsined our pesition also, and completely defeated
and repulsed all the enemy's attempts to get possession of it.
The enemy repeatedly attacked us with a large body of infantry
and cavalry, supported by & numerous and powerful artillery:
he made several charges with the eavalry upon our infantry, but
all were repulsed in the steadiest manner. In this affair, his
Royal Highness the Prince of Orange, the Duke of Brunswick,
and Lieut. Gen. Bir Thomas Picton, and Major Gen. Sir James
Eempt, and Bir Denis Pack, who were engaged from the com-
mencement of the enemy’s attack, highly distinguished them-
selves, ss well ns Lieut. Gen. Charles Baron Alton, Major Gen.
Bir . Halket, Lient. Gen. Cooke, and Major Generals Mait-
land and Byng, as they successively arrived. The troeps of the
5th division, and those of the Brunswick corps, were long and
severely engaged, and conducted themselves with the utmost
gellantry. I must particularly mention the 28th, 42nd, 79th
_ and 92nd regiments, and the battalion of Hanoverians.

OQur loss was great, ag your Lordship will perceive by the
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inclosed return; and I have particularly to regret his Serene
Highness the Duke of Brunewick; who fell fighting gallantly at
the head of his troops.

Although Marshal Blucher had maintained his position at
Bombref, he still found himself much weakened by the severity
of the contest in which he had been engaged ; and as the 4th
corps had not arrived, he determined to fall back and concen-
trate his army upon Wavre ; and he marched in the night after
the action was over.

This movement of the Marshal's rendered necessary a corres-
ponding one on my part; and I retired from the farm of Quatre
Bras upon Genappe, aud thence upon Waterloo the next morn-
ing, 17th, at ten o’clock.

The enemy made no effort to pursue Marshal Blucher, On
the contrary, & patrol which I sent to Sombref in the morning,
found all quiet, and the enemy’s videttes fell back as the patrol
advanced. Neither did he attempt to molest our march to the
rear, although mede in the middle of the day, excepting by
following, with a large body of cavalry, brought from his right,
the cavalry under the Earl of Uxbridge.

This gave Lord Uxbridge an opportunity of charging them
with the 1st Life Guards, upon their debouche from the village
of Genappe, upon which occasion his Lordship has declared
himself to be well satisfied with that regiment.

The position which I took up in front of Waterloo, crossed
the high roads from Charleroy and Nivelle, and had ita right
thrown back to a ravine near Merbe Braine, which was oocupied,
and its left extended to a height above the hamlet, Ter 1a Haye,
which was likewise cocupicd. In front of the right centre, and
near-the Nivelle road, we occupied the house and garden of
Hougoumont, which covered the return of that flank; and in
front of the lefi centre, we occupied the farm of La Haye Sainte.
By our left we communicated with Marshal Prince Blacher at
‘Wavre, through Ohaim; and the Marshal had promised me,
that in case we should be attacked, he would support me with
one or more oQrps, a8 might be necessary.

The enemy collected his army, with the exception of the 3rd
corps, which had been sent to observe Marshal Blucher, on &
range of heights in our front, in the course of the night of the
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