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PREFACE.

CountEets HEADER,

I have far many years treen impresesd with the
opinfon that the grest body of the middle and lower classes of
the people of Loglaod are comparatively ignorant of the History
of Treland, and [ have frequently wondered that a small History
of that eouniry hag not besn published st & price within tie
réech of those whoss limiled toeans eceuld oot procars for them
more sxtended and Grst-rate publivations en that subject. Eng-
1and, Seotleand, and Walas, have sach their minatares of the pria-
dipal featares of their respective Flistories, Ii will, therefore, L
troat, not be deemed presumptucus in me to offer to the publie o
small and abridged moanuosl of this kind, which embraces and
exhibite the principal feaiures and events of Irish MHistory. I
pretend (o ne originality in thie prodection : 1 havo simply selected
from meore volamiooos sathors sneh matter as appears o me o
be the most usefnl, and wranged L is sooh & maoner aa will, oo
doubt, afford sonsiderabis pleasnre in its perosal. In sonclusion,
I ean only obserrs that in this bouguet there in pothing of
mina but tha string by which it is tied togather: should any one
bat desirous of euttiog that siring and examiining the parts sépa-
rately, ha is at liborty to do 80 bucl fancy the labour of the aritic
wonld be & barren ons, and the different parts of the trifle will smeil
as awest nnbownd 48 in & wore compact wad elegant form. Sach as
it ia I present it to e poblie, and I shell be higlidy gratifed if ¢
meeet with ag kind a recepiion and pasronage a8 my other work—
#The Perambulations of Barney the Irisbhman.”






