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PREFACE.

Tue principal aim and object of the following
biography, is to place before its readers a fair and
impartial narrative of the life of one of our most
eminent {ellow-citizens, the history of whose pub-
lic services, both civil and military, is, for many
vears, closely and inseparably interwoven with
that of our country. The many responsible offi-
ces held by General Harrison, the numerous im-
portant treaties made by him with the Indians, and
the prominent part he took in all the wars and
negotiations on our North-western fronticr, during
one of the most exciling and eventful periods of
our national existence, render his life one of gene-
ral and absorbing interest.  Indeed we look upon
the political and moral history of such a man as
belonging to his country, and as constituting one
of those bright beacon-lights destined to shine as
long as the annals of our nation endure. o the
character of such a man, justice is rarcly done
during his life-time. The ecarpings of envy or
jealousy, and the misrepresentations of political
opponents taint the public mind to a certain degree,
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and cast a shadow over the most brilliant actions
and the purest and most virtuous motives. But

’lnng after the stormy waves that now agitate the
great ocean of political strife shall have subsided,
when all personal opposition shall have shared the
fate of its originators and have sunk into a mer-
ited oblivion, the page of history will still record,
with perennial fame, the good deeds and noble ac-
tions of the patriot, the hero and the statesman;
and grateful generations shall point to his example
as a bright and unclouded load-star to guide them
in the troe course to honest and honourable dis.
tinction.

The author of this little work has made no at-
tempt at an eulogiom. From a long personal ac-
quainiance with General Harrison, and a know-
ledge as well as admiration of his character, he
has certainty felt at liberty to express himsell on
some points relating to his private life, more fully
than he would otherwise have ventored, Still his
sole endeavour has been to discharge his duty
faithfully to his fellow-citizens, and render them at
the present time an acceptable service by oflering
within as briel a space as possible, a clear, candid,
and comprehensive narrative of the life of Gene-
ral Harrison, and of the wars and negotiations on
our North-western {rontier, in which he took so
active a part, from the date of St, Clair’s defeat to
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the close of our last contest with Great Britain—
a period embracing a portion of our general his-
tory, full of exciting and thrilling interest, and yet
but little known to the great mass of the people.

Many of the materials for this biography have
been derived from * Dawson’s Narrative of the
Civil and Military Services of General Harrison,”
a large octavo published in Cincinnati, in 1824,
but long since out of print; from * Butler’s His-
tory of Kentucky;” and from *M’Afee’s Histo-
ry of the Late War in the Western Country.”
¢ Hall’s Memoir of the Public Services of William
Henry Harrison™ has likewise occasionally been
conzulted. And to ensure the necessary accuracy
on many leading points of history, a due reference
has also been made to our public documents and
state papers connected with the events here re-
corded.
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