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Gt is believed, by some individuals of Northamp-
ton, that their molives have been misunderstood, and
that their conduct has been in some instances misrep-
resented. To present every thing in'a fair light, and
to let all those interested have an opporiunity to judge
-of what hasbeen done, they publish the following
statement. Northampton, October, 1824,



STATEMENT OF FACTS.

Ir the early part of January, 1824, Mr. Tucker
came to this town, to preach as a candidate. Within
a fortnight after he came, Mr. Howe called on him
and had a long conversation with him. Mr. Howe
stated to him, that he differed from him in religious
: gmﬂﬂﬂ and was desirous to evoid any division in

e Society ; but, that he, and some others, had made
up their minds, that they never would concur in the
settlement of rson as a Colleague, unless upon
the principles ristian liberty and perfect tolera-
tion. That in former years, it was cient, thit a
man was settled and known as a Christiadt minister
* (if his life and conversation were such as became his
station) to entitle him to all the courtesies and civili-
‘ties Christian intercourse. That for a few yeard
ast, a~ different course had been pursued. The
ergy had assumed the right to sit in judgment on
their fellow mortals, to institute a scrutiny into the
private sentiments entertained by them, and to de-
cide upon their correctness. This circumsiance had
led the members of this association to refuse to make
any exchanges with neighboring Unitarians. M.
Howe informed him that Unitarian ministers, of reg-
ular standing and uhexceptionable morals had been
- suffered to attend meeting heré through the day,
without receiving any invitation to preach.
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Mr. Tucker said, he had heard something of the
difficulties which had existed, and ex: his de-
cided disapprobation of the course, Qﬁlich he had
been informed) his predecessor, Mr, 8. P. Williams,
had pursued here. l115[1'. Tucker said, he thought he
should have no difficulty in relation to the subject.
That he should not undyertake to decide who were,
or who were not Christians. * That he had long lived
amonhg, and had intercourse with, Christians of dif-
ferent demominations, but that he had avoided all
difficulty by putting them all on the same fmﬂ&‘l

Mr. Howe then asked him, if he should be willing
to exchange with, or invité to preach, the Minister
of the Brattle Street Church. He said; he was not

d to give a direct answer to the guestion.

hat its decision must involve a variety of consider-

ations, which must all be attended to, before a direct

answer could be given. “ If I should be settled here,

(continued he) Mr. Williams would be the elder pas-

tor, and I should consider him as having a right to
control the desk, and he miﬁht be unwilling.™

Mr. Howe told him he did not ask what he would
da, in an‘itpaﬁicuiar case, but what ke should be wil

ing to Mr. Tucker replied, “I do not know
that I can give you a better view of my sentiments
on this subject, than to tell you, that I think as Dr.
Nott does. He was invited to setile in Park Street
Church, and declined the invitation, because that
Church would not suffer him to excuance with the
other minislers in Boston.”

To Mr. Hinckley he made the same statement, in
the same way, in more than one instance; and when
he was told an attempt would probably be made
by the association, or other indiviguala in the vici-
nity, and perhaps by a few persons in his own socie-
ty, to influence his conduct n this reslsgecl., he asked,
“ What have the association to do with this subject ?
Are not your churches independent # He was told
they were, entirely so, yet this sort of influence had
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been exercised, with effect heretofore, and would

doubtless be attempted again. He said he should
not suffer himself to be i ed by any such con-
siderations.

To Mr. Joseph Lyman, he stated “that he sﬁmlﬂ.
pursue suck a cpurse here in relation to invilalions
and exchanges, as would solisfy the expectations of
all” - When informed of the Jﬂ?ﬁmﬁty which might
be made by some of the more zealous nlerg}rﬂfﬂm
tricinitf, he re that-# could be managed ;”

th more tmuhla from
themthmﬁ'umtheilpggnl party. Mr. Lyman told
_hmnfﬂ}emduﬂwhchhadbem d towards
Mr. Willard, by this association, and culaﬂf,
that on one occasion, Mr. Williams h

with Mr. Willard, and the day for the purs-

ﬁxed., when Mr. Williams was ented
gamf ent by the interference of
his clerical thren,- He was told also of the reso-
lution entered into by them, not ﬂnljf refusing to ex.
change with Mr. Willard, but refusing to exchange
with those, who should exchange with him.

With Dr. Flint he had repeated conversations on
this subject, in which he was uniformly told, that the
-only terms upon which he could expect the votes of
the Liberal party for his settlement, were those of

toleration. T'hat excaanaes with Unitarian min-
1sters would be insisted on, and that the doors of the
Erput must be opened. 'The sentiments expressed to
Flint were 1!:1:ni"«:-1'j|11]3.r the same as those express-
ed to the other gentlemen alluded to. A short time
before the town meeting, a very particular conversa-
tion took place between him and Dr. Flint, in which
Dr. Flint tuld Mr. Tucker, that the suhje.ct of ex-
changes was much talked of abroad, in reference to
his settlement, and people were anxious to know
what he intended to do. That enquiries were ﬂﬂeu
made, and he wished to know what he nnﬁt #a
him upon that subject. “ I know,” said ’lyucker
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“miatlywand ﬁmw,mghm

be settled rest assured shall not

ed.” en added, = If was a

srngie member of m:,r society, who was anxious to

hear any mar minister, in re standing and

r, I would gratify him; andlflcmﬂd

not dn it in amy other way, I would take my horse
an:l} rhz:'sfia and fetch him.”

n Friday ev previous to the town meenng,
mw-ﬂ%%m sererallnfftﬂel.iherd
party, and some o X, tosee if an m-nmge-
mient could be made-on the subject of
Mr. J. H. Lyman made some remarks unthesub_;m-t,
and concluded by saying, that he should have no.ob.
jection, that Unitariah munisters, who happened to be
hﬂe, and who had not- rendered themselves obnox
ious by their actions or writings, should be occasion.
ally invited to preach.. He was Etuld, that
it. would be no satisfaction to the
have an Unitarian minister mcamma]iy mawgg&d
into the pulpit. That it was the principle we were
mﬂtfndmg or, and not an idle Ceremony, or a child-

Rﬂ’ﬂhﬁcatmn.
Bates said, he was m]]m exchm should
be made, but he thought the su tmlghttabale&
entirely with the minister, he was willing
leave it with him. That Im was sah&ﬁe;lﬂlg:f L:hﬂml
party would every thing de if they
i g T Ml
an na 8 e
to coincide with him ; but to bring the sﬂ%‘]mt[fe‘?
the town, and make it the theme of public discussion,
would be thrusting a fire-brand into a magazine of
powder. Tha th he was willing himself,- that
the course we _should be pursued, and he be-
lieved many of the Church were of the same senti-
ment, yet some of them, he knew, would not listen
to the proposition, for a moment, in the present state
of their feelings, and he thought a majority of the
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CGhurch would not agree to it.  That then- rejudi
ou this subjeet might be overcome, and
and reasoning of Mr. Tucker might have tlus eﬂ'&ct,
butif the subject were started now, they might pledge
themselves. in such B-7ay Bs o mal;e any ¢
PR he other gentlemen pemsed theirwil
p-rment, their wil-
lmg;nnss, that the course we demsrmd be pur-
that a different one had ever
]:et:n a.dnpted, but they all concurred in the opinion,

lhatii.];t was mexpeihent that atiy thing should be done
At this fime,

‘We should probably have optedthe advice of
mrﬂrthodnxfmnlzlli which we could not doubt
was sincerely given) have rested satisfied, from
what had been said and done, that eur wishes would
have been fulfilled; but, we recollected, that in two
W%o&dmﬂﬂmﬂmﬂmﬁ:mdﬂ
of Liberal Ch had been ppointed upon
this subject. From the declarations and assurances
of thuig mmsd;r:,r while candidates th?tr settlement,
ou might expect, would
i:;ﬂe exe s with Hmw after ?:?ﬁement.
one instance, exchanges actually been made
while the individual was a candidate, and the excuse
for-refasing to eontinue this practice afterwards was,
that it would.give offence to a portion of the church,
who had gonscientious. les on the subject. .
We th t it our dut%heerefum, to appeal 1o the
town, upon the subject. following vote and pre-
amble were prepared for this purpose:

:“Whemas it is by the Constitution of
this Commonwealth, that every denomination of
Christians, demeani mmmdv:;]pemhly and as

good subjects, shall r the protection
of the law; and that no su‘{ﬂ)nﬁmuun of any one sect

to another  shall be established by law, the object of
which provision is, to secure an equality of rights,




so far as may be to every citizen of this Common-
wealth: And HI;I::E:? ti:l is well hmv]:n, th;;] there
are many mem is society, whose religious
sentiments differ from those of their present pastor,
but who are desirous to preserve the spirit of unity
in the bond of peace,” and are willing to concur in
the settlement of a coﬂ&&ua, whose religious senti-
ments are different from their own, if it can be done
consistently with the duty they owe themselves as
Christian n: And, whereas, for several years
past, respectable, devout, and regularly ordained con-
gregational ministers, who differ in sentiment from
our pastor, have not been invited to ‘E;ench in our

pulpit, which has been a subject of regret to
many individuals of this society : P
Now, therefore, for the purpose of satisfying the

members aforesaid, that we recognize them as Chris-
tian brethren—that we do not consider them as dif-
fering so essentially from us in their views of the
docirines of christianity es to render it i for
us toogﬁnﬁnue to join in th?} ]:Earfomant:e of those
acts igious worship, which are enjoined u

us by oar holy religion—to shew them ﬂmtwgaﬁ
pect the rights of a minority, while we claim to ex-
ercise the power of a majority—te preserve the
unity of this society, (which has continued without
interruption, from the first settlement of the coun-
try,) by preventing any divisions from springing up
among us —

Vorep, That it is the wish of this society, that the
colleague who may be settled with us, in pursuance
of the vote in November last, do not refuse
to exchange with, or to suffer to preach in the desk,
any pious, moral, congregational minister, on account
of any différence from him in religious sentiment.”

After the town meeting was opened, a motion was

made to give Mr. Tucker a-call, by Mr. D. 8, Whit-
sey. Mr. Howe stated to the town, that be had in-



