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ADVERTISEMENT.

I am anxious to return my respectful thanks to
the Syndies of the Cambridge University Press,
for the liberal aid they have afforded me in de-
fraying out of the Funds at their eommand, the
expense of printing the present work.

Farworrn, Jannary 51, 1853
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INTRODUCTION.

CHAPTER 1

ON THE EXIRTING STATE OF THE GREEK TEXT OF
THE NEW TERTAMENT.

HE fnl]nwi‘ng pages comprise an humble yet ear-

nest attempt to revive among the countrymen of
Bentley and Mill some interest in a branch of Biblioal
learning which, for upwards of 8 century, we have tecitly
abandoned te¢ continental scholars. The criticlsm of the
text of Hely Soripture, though confessedly inferior in
point of dignity and importanco to its right interpretation,
yet takes precedence of it I order of time; for how
can we coneistently proceed to inveutigate the sense of the
Sacred Volume, till we have done oor utmost to sscertzin
its precise words ? .

Now to whatever cause we may aitribute this strange
and scarcely creditable neglect om the part of English
Divines, it certainly cannot ariso from a pancity of un-
wrought materials, or exhaustion of the subject. On this
point, however, in the room of any statement of my own, 1
will lay before the reader the ingennous confession of one
of the higheat living authorities on Biblical Criticism, in
one of the most recent of his publications. “ Ut enim
dicam qunod res est, ex omnibus qui collati sont codi-
ces, soli illi Alexandeinus [A], Ephraem. Syri [C], Can-
tabrigiensis [D], Dublineosis {Z], Sangallensia [a] et Dres-
densis [G. Paul,] ita sunt excussi, ut quid seriptnm sin-

&



x INTRODUCTIOR,

gulis locia teneant quid non, seias” (Schols, Commemora-
tion Address at Bonn, 1845, p. 2)* A melancholy summary
indeed of the labours of two centuries in a field of study,
where all that is not scrupulously exact is useless at the
beat: yet no one who has ever compared iwo or three
manuscripts with the representations of them contained in
Mill's or Wetstein’s or Griesbachs or Scholz’s own edition
will hesitate to admit its literal troth. To collate an
ancient copy of the New Testament is a task requiring
mure time, care, and patience than men sre very willing to
bestow en such an ohject; to describe its external con-
dition, to glance over a few chapters and so form a random
gueas at ita recension or internal character, is far eagier,
and will swell a catalogne just as well T have cited above
the calm and mature judgment of Professor Schols (un-
questionably one of the mosi industrious, if not the most
brilliant, of the greal editors of the Greek Testament) as
to the resnlta of what has been already accomplished for
the sacred text: there was & time when he held far differ-
ent language; when he could speak of his own achieve-
ments in puch terme as thege,  omnibng fere, quni adhue
supersunt, testibus exploratie, eorwmgue lectionibus dili-
genterconguisitis,” (Preef. N.T. Vol 1. p. 2, 1829): yet
even then his owm Prolegomena would have sufficed to
shew how large allowance we must meke for the ardent
temperament of the writer, If will be convenient, in the
present volume, to confine our atteotion to the Four Gos-
pele, To the 286 Evangelia and 57 Evangelisteria known
before the pohlication of his edition, his indefatigable dili-
gence and extensive travels have added 210 Evangelia and
121 Evangelisteria: in fact, he has nearly doubled the list.
* Tischendor!®s zeal has vary recently enalled ws 1o add a few items to this
meagre Hat,
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OHAPTER L . X1

But while Dr Scholz is entitled to our gratitude for having
opened to o8 so many veins of precious ore, it must not be
dissembled that he has in a grest measure left the toil
of working them to his successors. Of the 331 documenta
he has discovered in the librariea of the East and West, he
has collated entire only eleven, in greater part sixteen, in
a few places or cursorily two hundred snd twenty-two,
while eighty-one are merely Inserted in his catalogne with-
out remark, Suoch a couvrse surely could do litile townrds
advancing a strict, acourate, and critical soguaintance with
the sacred original.

But our knowledgze even of those maouscripts which
have been deseribed the oftenest and inspected the most
repeatedly 8 more loose and uneatisfactory than would
be imagined prior to investigation, Thres of the copies 1
have collated for the present volume aro found in Gries-
bach's list {gjm): how little he really knew of their con-
teits I shall have occcasion to state in the next chapter, T
am sure that T may allege the testimony of My Tregelles
to the same effect, since he has been compelled to examine
afresh even such principal authorities as the uncial MSS,
EGUX, for his fortheoming edition of the New Testament,
On the whole, then, [ conceive the case to bo simply this ;
while every reading actually cited from this mass of doou-
ments by Griesbach or Scholz may be relied on as genvine
with tolerable assnrance, very seldom will the readings
quoted amount to one in three, often not to one in ten, of
thoge which each copy confains ; the omissions conaisting
chiefly of suck rave or singular or minute variations as
best enable ws to determine the genine and value of the
manusciipt which exhibits them, and are consequently
even more important to the critic than those that are
given. I any exception needs be made to thia general
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