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PREFTACE,

It i somefimes treated ap an imperfinence to reviva
the personages of one story in ancther, even though
it is after tho oxample of Bhakespeare, who revived
Falstaff, after his death, at the behest of Queen Eliza-
beth, Thig precodent is, however, a true impertinence
in ealling on the very pregt to justify the very small!

Yot many s letter in youthfu!l handwriting has
begpad for further information on fhe fate of the
beings that had become favourites of the school-room ;
and this has induced ma to believe that the following
out of my own notions as to the careers of former
heroes and heroines might not be unwelooms ; while
I have tried to make the story stand independently
for new readers, unacquainted with the tale in which
Lady Merrifield and ber brothers and sisters first
appeared.

“ Scenes and Characters ” twas, however, publiched
s0 long ago, that the young readers of this generation
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certainly will only know if if it has had the good
fortune to have been preserved by their mothers. It
was only my second book, and in looking back at it
#0 a8 to preserve congistency, 1 have been astonished
at itz crudences.

It will explain a few illusfons to state that it ia
the story of the motherless family of Mohuns of
Beecheroft, with & kindly deaf father at the head,
Mr. Mohun, whose pet name wag the Baron of Beech-
croff, owing 4o a romantic notion of his daughiers
made fun of by his sops. The cldest sister, o
stiff, sensible, dry woman, had just married and gone
to Indig, lcaving her post to the next in age, Emily,
who wss mueh toe indolenf for the ehayge. Lilias,
the third in age, witk hcr head full of the kind of
high romanoce and senfiment more prevalent thirty or
forty years ago than now, imagined thet whereas the
household had formerly been ruled by duty, it now
might be so by love. Of eourse, confusion dire was
the eonsequence, chicfly with the younger boys, the
acientific, eross-grained Mauries, and the high-spirited,
turbulent Reginald, all the mischief being fomented
by Janc's pertness and curiosity, and only mitigated
by the honest simplicity and dotifulness of eight years
old Phyllis, The remedy was found at last in the
marriage of the eldest son Willlam with Alethea
Weston, already Lilins's favourite friend and model.
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That in a youthful eomposition thera should be a
eavalier ancestry, a family much given fo dying of
consumption, and & young marquess comsln is, per-
haps, inavitable. Lord Rotherwood was My, Mohun's
ward, and having a dull home of his own, found hiz
chief happiness as well as Aall the best influences of
his life, in the merry, highly-prineipled, though easy-
going life at his unecle’s, whom he revered like a
father, while his cager, somewhaf shatier-brained
nature often made him o butt to his sousins, All
this may acconnf for the tone of cameraderie with
which the seaftercd mombers of fhe family meet
again, especially around Lilias, who had, with her
cleverness and cnflinsinsm, always besn the leadimg
member of the group.

It should, perhaps, also ba mentiohed that Yord
Rotherwood's grenfest friend was nieo Lilias’s favourite
brother, Claude, who hud become a clergyman snd
died early. Aunt Adeline had been the speilt child
and beanty of the family, the youngest of all.

C. M. YONGE.
Murch Bih, 1885,
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