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CORRESPONDENCE

RELATIVE TQ THE

BUDGETS OF VARIOUS COUNTRIES.

INTRODUCTION.

Tue public burdens of the United Kingdom have grown,
during the last quarter of a century, from about 52,000,000
sterling until they have reached nearly 8o,000,000. This
fact has led the Committee of the Cobden Club to consider
whether any means could be found to insure a more efficient
control of Government expenditure,  The Committee, there-
fore, addressed a letter to public men of various countries,
in order to ascertain what controlling power was brought
to bear upon the fiscal policy of their Governments. The
answers which have been received are now laid before the
public. They have been given by men conversant with the
affairs of their respective countries, versed in economical
questions, and desirous of keeping State expenditure within
reasonable bounds. '
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COSDEN CLUS.

The questions which the Committee addressed to its
foreign correspondents were—

I. Does the Government at the commencement, or at

any other stated period of the session of the Legis-
lature, announce in detail the proposed items of
expenditure for the current year? or in what other
manner are such proposals of expenditure brought
under the review of the Legislature ?

1. TIs it the practice of the members of the Legislature

II1,

IV,

to discuss the proposed items of expenditure in full
assembly, or are means taken, by the appointment
of Committees of the Legislature, or otherwise,
to investigate the proposed items of expenditure

Is it the practice of the Legislature to divide the
proposed expenditure into the several heads re-
presenting the principal departments of the public
service? and are such divisions of expenditure
referred for consideration to separate Committees?

If such examination of the details of the proposed
expenditure takes place by Commitiees appointed
for such purpose, are the decisions of such Com-
mittees in regard to any reduction of expenditure
subject to the revision of the Government or of
the Assembly ? :

V. If such Committees are appointed by the Legis-

lative body, what arrangements are made to secure
their independent action ?

o
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VI. In the absence of the appointment of Committees,
are any other special means adopted by the Legis-
lature to check or control the proposals of the

Government with respect to the national expendi-
ture #

VIIL. Has it been found in experience that the course
pursued by the Legislative body in the investigation
of proposed items of expenditure, cither in the
military, naval, or civil services, has had the effect,
of keeping down the charges recommended by the
Government or of limiting abuses in administra-
tion #

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

{Signed) Trowas Baviey Porrer,
Heon, See. of the Colden Club.

The letters received in reply to these questions, from
each country, are published in full; the method adopted
in their publication being that of the alphabetical order in
which the different States follow one another. This has
been done with a view to facilitate reference. In almost
every case the letters are preceded by a summary of the
manner in which the Budget is dealt with by the Govern-
ment of each country.

The reader, it is hoped, will thus have the facts of the
case laid before him in such a manner as will enable him to
avail himgelf of them with ease, and so help him to form his
own judgment upon the important questions which relate to
the control of public expenditure.



[ COBDEN CLUB.

At the conclusion of the foreign correspondence, two
articles wpon it, from the London Eesmomist of the xath
and zgth August, 1876, have been reprinted. They show
how useful this work of the Cobden Club was deemed by so
competent a judge of such matters as the late lamented

Mr, Walter Bagehot.
J. W. PROBYN.
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AUSTRIA.

SUMMARY.

THE Austrian Minister of Finance has to lay before both
Houses of the Reichsrath (Parliament) the proposed Budget
of the following year, accompanied by a detailed account of
ways and means,

When the Buodget is brought forward, the House selects a
Finance Committee of thirtysix members out of the 360
who compose the House, This Committee divides the ex-
penditure into several heads, representing the principal
branches of the public service, which are carefully
examined by members specially appointed to go through
the different items of the respective departments. The
‘various proposals are voted by a majority, and the Com-
ittee presents its Budget to the House. The House has
‘the power of accepting or rejecting the proposals of the
Committee, but usually accepts them, There is no re-
solving of the whole House into committee as in the
English parliament, but the sittings of the finance com-
mittee are open to all members of the Reichsrath. The
‘decisions of this committee are not subject to the revision
‘of the Government, but each minister defends and explains
‘the budget proposals of his department before the com-
mteee,

A permanent commission for the-control of the public
debt, elected from members of both Houses, watches over
the proposals and management of the national expenditure
when the Reichsrath is not in session.

*The Government lays each year before the Reichsrath an
exact account of the management and disposal of the sums



