EARLY YEARS ON THE WESTERN
RESERVE: WITH EXTRACTS FROM
LETTERS OF EPHRAIM BROWN
AND FAMILY, 1805-1845



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649528653

Early Years on the Western Reserve: With Extracts from Letters of Ephraim Brown and
Family, 1805-1845 by George Clary Wing

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GEORGE CLARY WING

EARLY YEARS ON THE WESTERN
RESERVE: WITH EXTRACTS FROM
LETTERS OF EPHRAIM BROWN
AND FAMILY, 1805-1845

ﬁTrieste






EARLY YEARS ON THE
WESTERN RESERVE



EARLY YEARS ON THE
WESTERN RESERVE

WITH EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF Vb’
EPHRAIM BROWN AND FAMILY
18035-1845
Prepared and Edited by

GEORGE CLARY WING

CLEVELAND
1916

G

y

} K
Py
W 1



CONTENTS

ForEworp . a 2
I EpHrAIM Browx |

II  Punuic axp Locar [NTERESTS

IIT HistoricAL aNp PHYsICAL .

IV THE TAMARACK SwaMp

V A vantack Point

VI Earcy YEars

VII ScHoouing, 1818-1830 .
VIiI Senooring, 1830-1840 .

IX MiscRLLANEOUS |,
X  Lasr CHroNICLES

Genearogicat. CHART OF THE EPHRADM Bmmr Fam-

Ly, 1637-1916

.

.

7
17
23
41
47
53
57
L1
89

107

131

145



FOREWORD

Near the close of the year 1914, some months after
the death, at the imposing age of cighty-eight, of
Anne, the youngest and last surviving child of
Ephraim Brown, I received, from her late home at
Bloomfield, Ohio, a firmly closed package, with an
explanatory message, that it contained, among other
letters, the family correspondence of George, Anne’s
brother, which, it was said, was sent to me in accord-
ance with her own written and spoken words to such
effect.

Inasmuch as her directions in this regard particu-
larly mentioned, and thereby gave precedence to,
the member of her immediate family to whom I was
related both cognominally and cognately, it seemed
proper to conclude that this dual connection was in
her thoughts at the time, and sufficiently impressed
her with its appropriateness, to allow it a determina-
tive force in the connection.

Be that as it may, the gentle distinction seemed in
the nature of an appeal to take up and finish a task
that had been too long deferred and, of course,
aroused an instant inclination and willingness to
forthwith acquaint myself with what, if any, endur-
ing value the legacy had, and decide its final destiny
accordingly.

The undertaking, however, was not free of dis-
suasive considerations,

-
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The series, like the addition it soon received from
the store which my own mother had left, was com-
posed of numerous packets of neatly folded letters,
each of which was duly endorsed with the writer's
name, the period, or the special subject to which it
related. Aswas to be expected, the individual pieces
varied in size, the degree of preservation or change,
and, sometimes, in the pains originally observed to
insure legibility and ease of reading.

Although the material used, especially in the earlier
of the series, had generally been excellent, never-
theless, the letters had paid their full tribute to time,
and, in consequence, the paper was likely to call for
too delicate a handling, and the writing for too strong
a wvision, to warrant a confidence that any perusal
would be uninterrupted and free.

The physical process of unfolding, reading, and
codifying an accumulation of this nature, is sure to be
long, laborious, and trying to the faculties involved,
and, then too, as in all such cases, from the more
serious point of view of the feelings themselves, a
journey backward, as that proposed, into the closed
lives of those whom one has personally known and
loved, is often a species of palingenesis so sombre,
that its very contemplation makes one prone to halt,
and, unless the urgency be plain, to cry out at last:

From its consecrated cerements
I will not drag this sacred dust again,
Only to give me pain;
But still remembering all the lost endearments
I go on my way like one who looks before,
And turns to weep no more.

However, one, whose early associates were those of
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an older generation and particularly of his own fam-
ily and kin, is readily quickened to a kindly curiosity
about their past, and whatever will renew them to
him in all their previoas activities and surroundings.
He is eager, especially for the opportunity such as a
continuous sequence of letters affords, of secing them
through their own eyes, or the eyes of their contem-
poraries, as they advanced toward, and realized the
very individualities he knew.

After all, the process is not, necessarily, cither a
sad or even a pensive one, for, the personalities with
which we are occupied at such times may be regard-
ed, in a way, as by no means the personalities from
which we parted, but as identities of long before; nor,
are the scenes of which we read, the scenes we once
shared. In fact, we are o constituted, that until the
past we are recalling touches and blends with our
own, it'may be looked upon quite objectively, and
without a sense of pain.

Furthermore, in this case, as was at once also rec-
ognized by those interested in and directing the work
of The Western Reserve Historical Society, these
long preserved records had the potentiality of shed-
ding a new, though perhaps but a feebie light, upon
an interesting epoch in the life of our country, and a
migratory movement within its borders which, from
the nature of things, can aever occur again.

When light is desired, whatever may be the in-
tensity, or the angle and direction of the ray, it is to
be carefully conserved and rightly focused upon the
main objective.

In 1805, when the first of the letters was written,
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the flow of population westward to the Ohio and
Mississippi Valleys had already begun, proceeding
always, in distinct waves corresponding with periodic
seasons of commercial hardship in the east. By the
end of the century’s first decade, there had been no
fewer than three of these great waves, each predi-
cated on and synchronous with disaster at its source,

During the uncertainty and distress consequent up-
on the French Revolution, for instance, this move-
ment of population reached dimensions which threat-
ened the Atlantic states with depopulation. Upon
the opening of the European War, however, in 1793,
the increase of our trade abroad, brought on a wide
prosperity which checked and held back the exodus
to the west through the long space of time to 1802,
and the treaty of Amiens.

The ensuing year of peace was one of declining
commerce zlong our shores, but, correspondingly, of
a new transfer of people to the distant interior. Its
proportions were so great that, by the influx, Ohio, in
1803, was enabled to achieve statchood.

With the renewal of the Continental War, in that
vear, the trade to the West Indies was again opened;
and, once more, and until the Great Embargo of
1807, every ocean was free to our carriers, The sea-
board states were soon busily occupied in the build-
ing and use of ships, and in producing and collect-
ing flour, lumber, cattle, pork, and other supplies,
for their cargoes, but no one in that portion of the
country now needed to change their skies in order to
gain a livelihood, and emigration again subsided.

In 1807, President Jefferson proclaimed the na-



