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Teav, November 27, 1862,
Rev. M. R, YiscesT,
Lheaw Sie:

The undersigned, members of your congregation, hay-
ing listened with pleasure to the discourse deliverad by you, on the 26th
inst, and approving of the sentiments therein contained, request you to
caugent to its publication, and to faenish o copy for that purpose at vour
warlicst convenivoce. The viows se distinctly expressed on the great
issmes of the day, we think, are culentuted to do good, and tha cavse of
Religlon aod Liberty demands its i relation.

Respeatfully youra,

N. 8 & Besan, K. D, BrargwEaTHes,
B. K. Smaw, Gro. Evaxs,

Guss B, Kerrona, E. 4. Hicks,

Davin Cowes, & B. BaxroN,

F. 8 Tuaver, Joxataax Evwanrns,
J. W, Feresay, Cossces A, HoLues,
Jaues H, Howe, Hurvey J. Kive,
Ceantez P. Hagrer, M. Davespokr,
Manmin I, TowsaEnD, J. P AuseEntaes,

A H Geavrs, Wu, T, Bace,

J. Buteey, E. 8. Foucen.

Trov, November 505h, 1863,
Rev. K. 8 5 Bewax, DL D, 8. K. Srow, Davio Cowsg and others :

Dizar Bréthien :—Your request for & copy of my Thanks-
giving Discourse for publication is gratifyiog to me as an endorsement of
the views thereln prescated.  Fally convieeed as Tam of their important
bearing upon the isees of the present, I sull rejoice with yom, if their
eireulstion shall contribute, in bowever small a degree, to the difusion of
corveol Chiristian rentiment respecting the interests of our beloved land,
I cheerfully comply, therefore, with your request, and forword vou the
manuseript berewith,

Affectionately yours,
MARVIN R. VINCENT,
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Above every other man, the Christian minister
is to “stand in the ways and see.”  While he is to
be exempt from the dictation of public opinion as
to the manner in which he shall deal with evil,
he is to find his most telling texts and sermons in
contemporary men and events.  Religion, it it
have no relation to such subjects, may be useful
for angels, but not for men.

The consideration of this fact cannet be omitted
tfrom our thoughts, on an oceasion like this. Our
Thanksgiving will be deep and heartfelt in pro-
portion as it is understanding. A child, when
informed that he is heir to a fortune will be
delighted because of the beautiful objects and the
comforts which he sees it purchase for him. His
gratitude is superficial. It will not be tempered
with serious feelings by veason of the responsi-
bilities which come with wealth., His mind cannot
grasp the large benefits which will acerne to him;
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the means of mental training, social position, ex-
tended enlture, large beneficence. And if we
shall sit down this day with our minds dwelling
only on the more palpable and obvions motives
for thanksgiving — our financial prosperity, our
well filled barng, onr freedom from disease, our
extended business — this festival day will leave
upon our minds and hearts no deeper impression
than is left by any day in which we shake off the
fetters of business, spread our tables abundantly,
and make merry with our kindred and neighbors,
Each merely palpable blessing is a gold rock,
peering above the surface, valnable in itself, but
chiefly valuable as it poiuts to the mine beneath.
Especially is this the case when the palpable
grounds of thanksgiving are comparatively few in
nomber; when, to a superficial, and particularly
to a faithless observer, it would seem as though
there were cause for mourning rather than for
thanksgiving: and when men are found ignorant,
as well as blasphiemous enough to say, like the
arch traitor of New York on a similar oceasion,
they see no cause for thanksgiving,  All men will
share this ervor more or less, according as they
acenstom themselves to look merely at the out-
ward manifestations of Providence. Ounly as we
shall make our thanksgiving unselfish, only as we
shall cousent to be lifted to a plane whenee we
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may behold God's great system fulfilling its ap-
pointed vound, to see our joys and afflictions,
not only as sonrees of pleasure or pain to us, but
as the results of forees which must touch us in
their revolution, and which have a mission far
outside the spheve of nur personal feelings i—only
as we shall have faith enongh to see God working
in shadow, and zeal enough to study laws rather
than rvesults, shall we celebrate a true, Christian
thanksgiving.

We are not, it is true, to omit onr thanks for
these manifest tokens of Divine favor. For our
abundant harvests, for our unexampled pros-
perity amid the distractions of civil war, for our
family blessings, for the goodness vouchsafed to
our churches, for the spread of the gospel, for life,
and health, and reason, for the ten thousand mer-
eies which have concerned the varvious private in-
terests of each family and of each individual,—for
all these let the nation to-day send its triumphal
Psalm up to the blue arches of Heaven. with full
chorus of happy voices, and with the thunder of
pealing organs—* Oh ! praise the Lord all ye na-
tions: praise him all ye people ! for His merciful
kindness is great toward us, and the truth of the
Lord endoreth forever.”

But after all, it is as a nation that we assemble
to-day to praise that God by whom * kings reign



