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AUTHOR's FOREWORD

Tue Catholic Church, the kingdom of
Christ on Earth, is above all a kingdom of
grace and of blessing, and the great seven-
branched stream of the Holy SBacraments
fruitfully permeates it, and from its waters
the faithiul draw grace upon grace. From
one end to the other of thiz realm are
erceted the altars upon which the unbloody
sacrifice of the New Testament is offered,
and from them flow the streams of grace
over the entire earth, Noi content with
ihese favors, holy sacramentals meander
a8 20 many rivalets of gracein holy Church,

to refresh and strengthen them that draw
&



i] HOLY WATER

therefrom. Of one of these sacramentals
we give o short deseription in this book-
let, — holy water. May the Heavenly
Father bless this work, and by it, for His
honor, achieve much good for the salva-
tion of souls.

ABBEY ManiEweTATT,
Feaat of 51, Andrew, 19065,




CHAPTER I

Tur SICNIFICANCY OF WATER IN THE
REaiym oF NATURE AND OF (GRACE

On the first page of Holy Writ we
read that ‘“the Spirit of God moved over
the waters.” (Gen. i. 2.) Why moved the
spirit of God over the waters? The
writings of the Hely Doctors make reply:
To bless them, that they may become
adaptable to their task in the work of
ereation. The holy apostle Peter thus
briefly attests these tasks of the waters:
“For this they (deceitful scoffers) are wil-
fully ignorant of, that the heavens were
before, and the earth out of water, and
through water, consisting by the word of
God.” (2 Peter iii. 5.)
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