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T wirn be scen from this narrative that to my

mother and to my wife I owe much. I am in-
debted to the cobperation of Miss Willa Sibert
Cather [or the very existence of this book.

Throughout my life I have had the good fortune
to experience kindliness, consideration and helpful-
ness from many people. Among those whom I
remember with especial affection was the late
Mr. William M. Laffan, of the New York Sun,
a man singularly loyal and generous. 1 owe much
to Melville B. Anderson (formerly Professor of
English Literature at Knox College, now Professor
Emeritus of Leland Stanford}, who first encouraged
me to hope that I might find a place in the world.
I was fortunate in my three employers: Col. A. A.
Pope, Roswell Smith, and Theodore L. De Vinne.
I have told something of these three men in the
following pages, but have scarcely expressed my
appreciation of their high ability. I wish here to
emphasize my indebtedness to the consideration and
assistance of my long-lime associates, Miss Ida M,
Tarbell and Mr. John S. Phillips.
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I have said in this book very little of the last
filteen years of my life.  Mueh of that time has been
spent abroad, in travel and investigation in many
countries. The most important results of these
years T have tried to state briefly in the last

chapter. 8. 8. McCLurg.
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