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INTRODUCTION.

In the morning of the gospel day, the apostlex and
digciples found it neccesary (0 mect together, for the
copsolation and strength one of another; when, pursuant
to the mature and design of the gospel, which brought
peace on earth and good will to men, a carc arose for the
edification of the church, and that all, being of one fam-
ily, might be of one mind.

And, as it hath pleased the great Ficad of the Church
to gather us a people to himself, and to inepirc us with
degrees of the same universal love and good will by which
was Ushered in the dispensation of the gospel, we are
engaged not only to meet together for the worship of God,
but ales for the exercise of o christisn eare over cach
other, for the preservation of all in umity of faith and
practice, apswerable to the deseription which He, the
ever blessed Bhepherd, gave of his flock, **by thiz shall
all men know that ye are my disciples, if yc have love
one to another.”” John xiii, 35.

For this imporiant end, and as an exterior hedge of
preservation to us against the many lemptstions and
dangers to which we are exposed, the following rules,
which bave been ocecasionally adopted by the Bociety,
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now form our code of discipline. In the exercise whereof,
it i3 to be ohserved that if any member be found ina
eonduct subversive of its vrder, ur repugnant to the testi-
monies with which we believe we are intrusted for the
promotion of truth and righteonsness, it hecomes our
indizpensable duty to treat with such in chri-tian week-
ness and brotherly compnesion, without unnecessary delay
or improper exposure, aecerding to the direction of our
Lord to his church, 4f thy brother shall trespass ngainst
thee, go and tell him his fault, between thee and him
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother;
but if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or
two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word muy be established. And if he shall neglect
to hear them, tell it unto the chureh; but it he neglect to
bear the church, let him be mto thee as o hesthen man
and publican.”  Matt. xviu. 15, 16, 17.

This is the extent of the censare of the Bociely apainat
irrectaimuble offenders; aud winlst we disown them from
beiug members of our religions community, it is recom-
mended to be dens in such a disposition of mind as may
cenviuce them thut we sivcerely desire their recovery and
restoration. From the right exercise hereof, we helieve
no degree of persecntion or imposition can be justly in-
ferreds for the imposition resta on the part of thowe who
{ux has sometimes happened) insist un being retained as
members, whilst at open variance with our religivus body,
either in pringiple or practice.

Fuor the more reggular and effectual support of the onder
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of the Society, it will he observed that hesides the usual
meetings for the purpese of divine worship, others for the
exercise of onr Discipline are inatituted, subordinate to
each other; all of which are either immediately or
remotely accountable to the Yearly Meeting. These
mectings have distinet allotments of service, and experi-
ence has abundantly shown, that when thiz service is
attended o in uprightness and dedication of heart, with
a single eye to the honor of our holy Head, and the bene-
fit and edification vne of another, in the love wherewith
e hath loved us, our assemblies are favored with His
aid and direction.

Altheugh this eode of Discipline i2 printed for the use
of gur vwn Bociety, yet should it meet the public eye, it
is not doubied but the serious and candid reader will
observe throughout the whole, the earnest eudeavors of
the Yearly Mecting for the promotion of virtue and
religion.

Aud, whilst we earsestly reconmend this work o the
notice and tegard of Friends, we are not without a elear
prospect that an aequaintance with the letter of our Dis-
cipling will he insufficient to produce the desired effect,
unless, in the exercise thereofl, we are carcful to move
and act under the immediate influence of the spirit of
Christ, in the pure love of the gospel.

Muy we, therefore, in our meetinge for the exercise of
the Diseipline, humbly zeek to be clothed with the spirit
of wisdom and charity; thiz will divest the mind of a
dependence on our ows strength and abilities, endue us
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with paticnce and condescension towards each other, and
heing preserved in fellowship, nureeably to the declnra-
tion of our Lord, **One is your mauster, even Christ, and
all ye are brethren,”" a qualification will be experienced
in our geveral stations and movements to build up une
another in that faith which works by love, to the purify-
ing of the heart.

Nor can we conclede without desiring, in nn especial
manner, that our youth of the present and succeeding
geoerations may be early and fully instrocted in our
religions principles, and in the nature and design of our
Christian Diseipline; and through Divine nsvistance be
enubled to mdorn our hely profession by & conyersation
and conduet consistent with godliness and honesty; there-
by avoiding the reproach which many, through a defection
in principle, or a degeneracy in practice, have brought
both upeu themeelves and the religious body of which
they profess tu be members.
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APPEALS.

Whilst the Yearly Mecting, in granting the liberty of
an appeal, considers it as a precious privilege, it is affee-
tionately desired that all may be careful how they
encourage pereons of improper dispositions to trouble
superior meetings therewith.

If any be disatisfied with, or think themselves aggrieved
by the judgment of a Monthly Meeting, they may, after
copy of the testimony of disownient is delivered to them,
wotify the first or second Mouthly Meeting following, (but
oo other,) of their intention of appesling to the ensuing
Quarterly Meeting, which motification the Monthly Meet-
ing should enter on its minutes, and appoint four or more
Friends to attend the Quarterly Meeting, with copies of
the proceedings relative 1o the case, signed by the Clerk,
there to show the ressons whereon that judgment was



