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PREFAGE.

The pazes ot follow eame to e o this wize, Fore abont o buond-
red amld Afty years the Hopkiog Geammare School bad o betng sl did
a grood work in Hadley, autil its Trostees Dy chueter from the legisl-
ture of Mazgsachnsetts becatne the Treatiees of Hogdiing _'H'lllli‘ull\'.

ITnder thiz name the ;_{:Hul walle hias HOne ol seventy yeiars sk more
antil the preegent time, The Fund shich Las o part supported the
selool From the sty had ifs beginoing in the begnest of Gov, Edwansl
Hopkius, who left o cowsiderble suoe from his estate inowid o
enconragement of good learning in New Koelood, then newly settld,
This Fund received inceeinent, from tin_m ta t.'lllll'._ from other sonrees,
lts fortunes have Dbeen vavieos. AR diferent periods s cooeerns
have deeply woved the minds of the people, amd been soeonsidernble
factor in the life of the town and the conuounity.  This nberest has
left its impress in the record of toww meetings, court provseedings, and
the doings of President snd Council whe sere in power in New Englaml
for o short time wnder the British Crrawn frome 3oy 205 to Dee. 20, 1686,

The work done by aid of this Funl has been benign, It hing been
a blessing to mwany.  The story i vich in foterest and worthy of
record, that all who wish ean rend el possess. The naterinls For
such o bistory were passing beyoud reaeli. To nmke suve of then,
brefore it was too lnte, was Felb to e dewmd of outy, that did st
adipit of longer delay,  Ouestions os fo this Fuood. wod ik proper
admintstration sl vse aeising Dons Ao to thne, deetioed o Te wew,

and to demand heaeing and adjostoent, were kuowin to e goestions
long ago eaised and deciled by highest anthority. Tt was proper that
sueh knowledee shoold be within veach of ally sl thinsg geeasion for
ptrife be wanting, nodd penee nd good will prevaal anhreken.

Hence at s meetiog of the Trustees of Hopkios Acadeny held May
1, LR&R, wfter diseussion of the guliect, it wis voted that o committee
consisting of Rev, D Avres, Reve D Dwight sl Prea, Gieo. Diceke-
inzon be chesen to investignte nod armnge for peblieation the history
of the Hoplkins Academy Pl from its ineeption, its present stand-
ing, and its relation to the Boanl of Trustees and the poblie,”

It was further voted that [ I, Bonney e adeled to the eominittee,
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It was voted that the above connmittee be anthorized sml l!IIlIH.IWt!I.‘I'.ll
to expend such suns of money as they may deen vecessory to cany
out the purposes of their appointinent.” Nov, 27, LEs, it was vobed
“ that the commitiee baving the matter in charge be authorized to go
forward snd publish the History of the Hopking Academy Fund which
has Been under consideration for some years,”

By anthority of these enalier votes the choivman of the committes
before nnmed entercd npon the work preseribed.

This proved to be ne ensy togk,  The materiole of the history were
out of aight.  Records and papers supposed to be In being eluded
search, hopelessly lost in seane instavces,  Yery valuable orig-
inal papers belonging to the Aeademy had gone from ifs posses-
sion.  Mauny of thise were Found among the privite pupers of e
bate Sylvester Jndd, who profably lad them o his possession by per-
mission for the purposes of his History of IHadley, and failed to
returu them.

After his death these papers wore purchased by . R Teambull,
Esq. and Dea. Geo, W. Hnbbard, snd by thein beld s their owa to
dispose and convey, motil the death of Dea. Hnbbard, who by his will
conveyed them to be held by the Forbes Library in trust, These
papera at present are with I 1 Tenmbull, Esq., ontil the Forbes
Library building is veady, )

1t wounkd seem as if these papers were still the righttul property of
the Trustees of Hopkins Aemdemy, aod fhat they might regain pos-
session of their own by process of law,  Shoulid they reach the plaee
of depogit intonded for them, however, they may be in safer keeping
than in the archives of the Trostess,  Tlings are pow and then met of
a book of records kept by the Trustees of the Grammar School, of
which no troce hos beew Fond. '

Printed eafalogues poblished by the Trustees from time to time
have yvielded very valuable information. It some of these are still
missing nfter all the search that hag heen made.

Mueh valuable information hne been derived From persons living
who were members of the Academy in its earlier years. Amoug these
may be named Miss Thankful Swith (now deeeased), Mrs, Charles
W. May, Rev. Hewry Sexmonr, De. Franklin Bonuey, Rev. Addison
Ballard, 13, 13, Rev. Kzekiel Huswell, D 1%, anl many others.

It is hoped that this memovial of o weble fvstitntion and its work
may be received and held in kind esteem Ly ol among its popils,
tenchers, guardisns, patrows, and Iricwds who oy senn its pages,

Hadley, Jon, 15, 1850,



CHAPTER L

EDWARD HOPRKINS AND HIs WILL.

The sehool Euown ad Hopbiis Graawmar School and Hopkine Acad-
ey hns n l][,-,'.tmr:,' of e |'|}-' fwer anek sogquarter contnries.  Nothing
goneerning this town s worthier of mecord thao the stovy of  this
sehool, and its Fomde  Freom fe begioning ontil new it baz given
the town o wsume aml wemorvial  widely  throogh the lamd, and
beyond the seas.  The dweller beve d8 gquite sure to think awd
speak of it us chief sinong the good thivgs that give honorable dis-
tinetion. I hos beens aml isca power for good, in the town and
bevond, far amd wide, Tt hosy done o good work and mnde @ record,
which should be preeserved in such forn as to be within reacl of all
who feel nn intevest o these things,  Such is the aim of the pages
that Fodlow.

The wian whose nioie this schood bens and perpetiaates was not its
founder, in the ordinary sense, though fo kim ity being gl goch o
bistory are dioe.  Honor fo whow booor i8 due. The nange Hopkins
should be beld in gratefol remembengee, (a8 it s lnegele s, by ol who
are or have been dwellers in Hedley, or have been members of the
sehool, and all who have cujoved the fraits of his boonty elsewliere,

“or have felt the tnspiration of his apivit amd exzonple.  This iufnence
hag been benien and widely pervagive,  The wige forethonghi of this
s Wi retarkalble inoone ving v lis tioe, though lke so many
others bofore amd sinee & he boild isore wisely than be kiew "

Edwaud Tlopkiog Bewon [ife with the seventeenth century,  1le was
born in Shrewabury, Shropshive, Fngland, te the vear 1L He was
w seholar iu the Roval Free Grasonoar School o Lis native town. The
Grenmmnar School which he would estalilish in New Foghowl was after
the pattern witl which he wos familiar tn his youth, a school for boys,
in which they were taught in the tongoes aud litted for the University.




These schools were free, in that they weee open, oo fle payment of
such charges a5 wore necessary o malotain them, to soy who wished
to enjoy sach advantawes,

Of his life previons to lenving England little s known.  Fogaging
in gommerce a8 o mershont e won a handsome fortnue.  In early
life he joined the Puritans as s convert o their doetrines and obsery-
ances.  While lving in London, he had worshiped in the parvish chureh
of St. Stephens iy Coleman Streot of which John Davenport was
viear. Here Theophilus Faton was likewise an attendant.  The rela-
tlons of these mwen were close and confidentinl.  With a company of
friends, including the two just onmed, Edward Hopkins smbarked his
fortunes in (637 to tud, I et 4w vefoge and veceptacle for all sorts
of gonsciences.” nt lenst an opporbunity to worship God b their own

way anil to admmister their civil aftaijes ©* more acconling to the rold
of righteonsness ™ than was then the fashion iu the Chl World,

1637, Moo 4. 26 Ship Heetor and suother acrived at Boston, o

these came My, Davenpovt and avother minister (Smmel brother of
Giov. Batond snd Meo Eaton owd Mr, Hopkins, two merchants of
Londen, men of fair estate and good estecm for eeligion aond wisdom
i outwand affuis,”” (Wintheop Hist. N, 11, 226,

o Edward Mopkins wos oue who wonll be o foremost man wherever
e might be”

Drechining many overtures to scitle in Bostoo, sfter o short stay
there he joined the settlement ab Haetford, wheee Te i ol ouee found
sharing in the administention of puble atfairs. The year of his arrival
iz name appears as one of the *eommittee ™ of the Geoeral Court at
Hartford, so that it is deemed likely that be bad part in Hat assembly
of 1658 by which the ** inhabltants ol residents of Toctford, Windsor
and Weatherstield,did agsocinte el conjoin theipelved to be one Poblie
State or Commonwealth™ ** to mainiain and preserve the liberty snd
lmrit.:,' of the Hus[lv] of the Lowvd Jeans Cheist, which we now 'E'-rufelgu‘
amed im eivil alfoivs to be golded snd governed aeeording 4 sneh laws,
rules oeders wnd decrecs ns shall Be made, ordered gmd deereed ™ not
by the King anid Couneil=nob even by Royol Povlisment, bot by the
General Court, clected by the whole body  of froemen,  in which
“ The Supeeme Powee of the Conoeeceeadth”™  was declaved to weside,
That constitution was the penrvest approsch to o republicnn orgon-
ized democracy, in which the whole people of the several towns neted
through representatives in o legiskadore eleeted twice o year by all the
jubmbitants, fhat the worll el yet seen. Mo Hoplins wis elected



