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To THE

PRESIDENTS,
VICE-PRESIDENTS

A MEMBERS or Tue

LITEI[A.I.T‘A:III PHILOSOPFHICAL
SOCIETY or MANCHESTER.

-

GENtLEMEN,

THE promotion of the pro-
grefs and interefts of Lite-
-rature and Philofophy, being

the avowed end of the wvery
A2 laudable
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laudable Inftitution, which
we have fo happily eftablifhed
among ourfelves ; I feel a
peculiar propriety in dedi-
cating to You the Memoirs
of the immortal HaLLER,
whofe time and abilities were
continually ¢mpln}r¢§, in con-
tributing to the enlargement
of the bounds of Science,*and
fupporting the welfare of hu-
.manity.

Among the different
branches of hiftory, none is,
perhaps,
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perhaps, more ufeful, none .
more inftructive, none more
entertaining, than Biography.
The lives of eminent men hold
up to our view, not only ob-
jects of admiration, but fome-
times of emulation. But the
hiftories of men engaged in
deftructive wars, or in revo-
lutions effected oftener by the
madnefs, ambition or refent-
ment, than by the patriotifm
of their conduétors, fill the
mind more ftrongly with hor-
ror than delight, and, happily,

a3 excite
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excite our deteftation, rather
than f{timulate us to imitate
them. When we behold an
Alexander lamenting that he
had no more worlds to con-
quer, we abhor the deftroyer
of mankind ; when we fee a
Marius and a Sylla fhedding
the blood of thoufands and
ten thoufands of their country-
men, not to promote the in-
terefts, fecure the privileges,
or increafe the liberty of Rome,
but to eftablith an wuncon-
ftitutional dominion over her.

citizens,
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citizens, we fhrink from the
dreadful narration, and thudder
at the recolleGtion of fuch
wanton flaughter, and horrid
cruelty; and, furprifed that fuch
moniters fthould find favourers
and partizans among the people,
to effe@ their own deftruétion,
we are impelled to exclaim,

Qui qubd foelefli ruitis? au€ cur dexteris
Aptantur enfes conditi § ®

. Nor are the lives of princes,
of ftatefmen, or of heroes, even

» Horatii Epod. Lib. IV. Od. 7.
A g4 of



