PRACTICAL
ETHICS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649241651

Practical ethics by William DeWitt Hyde

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM DEWITT HYDE

PRACTICAL
ETHICS

ﬁTrieste






PRACTICAL ETHICS

)
= (LiBRARY @
wn
__?-\“-u._.__.-/,;-’&
'r"i"fll ll
By

WILLIAM DEWITT HYDE, D. D.
President of Bowdein College

v

NEW YORK
" HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY



CorvuaHT, rigs,
BY
HENRY HOLT & CO.

THE MERSHON COMPANY FRESS,
BAMWAY, M, "_.



PREFACE.

THE steady stream of works on ethics during
the last ten years, rising almost to a torrent within
the past few months, renders it necessary for even
the tiniest rill to justify its slender contribution
to the already swollen flood.

On the one hand treatises abound which are ex-
haustive in their presentation of ethical theory.
On the other hand books are plenty which give
good moral advice with great elaborateness of
detail. Each type of work has its place and
function. The one is excellent mental gymnastic
for the mature; the other admirable emotional
pabulum for the childish mind. Neither, however,
is adapted both to satisfy the intellect and quicken
the conscience at that eritical period when the youth
has put away childish things and is reaching out after
manly and womanly ideals.

The book which shall meet this want must have
theory; yet the theory must not be made obtrusive,
nor stated too abstractly. The theory must be
deeply imbedded in the structure of the work; and
must commend itself, not by metaphysical deduction
from first principles, but by its ability to compre-
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hend in a rational and intelligible order the con-
crete facts with which conduct has to do.

Such a book must be direct and practical, It
must contain clear-cut presentation of duties to be
done, virtues to be cultivated, temptations to be
overcome, and vices to be shunned: yet this must be
done, not by preaching and exhortation, but by
showing the place these things occupy in a coherent
system of reasoned knowledge.

Such a blending of theory and practice, of faith
and works, is the aim and purpose of this book.

The only explicit suggestions of theory are in the
*ntroduction {which should not be taken as the first
lesson) and in the last two chapters. Religion is
presented as the consummation, rather than the
foundation of ethics; and the brief sketch of re-
ligion in the concluding chapter is confined to those
broad outlines which are accepted, with more or less
explicitness, by Jew and Christian, Catholic and
Protestant, Orthodox and Liberal.

WILLIAM DEWITT HYDE.

Bownoiy CoOLLEGE,
Brunswick, Me. May 10, 1852,
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