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SAMUEL FOOTE.

BON-MOTS, CITARACTERS, OPINIONS, &e.
[e=xcbit contisued,
Oteway's Orphan.

T plot of this celebrated tragedy,
thongh generally supposed to be mvented
}  the author, is taken from a fact related
in a very scarce pamphlet {of which, I
believe, only two copies are now to be
found) entitled _E'Ji'gli'ri'-ﬁfi Adventures, pub-
lished in 1667. The following are the
particnlars :—

The father of Charles Brandon, alter-
wards Duke of Suffolk, retired, on the death
of his lady, to the borders of Hampshire.
His family consisted of two sons; and o
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young lady, the daughter of a friend lately
deeeased, whom he adopted as Tus own child.

This lady, being singulacdy beautifal, as
well as smiahle m her manners, attracted
the affections of both the brothers. The
¢lder, howeser, was the favourite, and he
privately martied Ler; which the younger
not knowing, and overhearing an appoimt-
ment of the lovers to meel the next night in
lier bed-chamber, he contrived to get lus
brother otherwise cmploved, and made
the signal of wdmission himself (Huuking
it a mere mtrigne).  Unfortunately, he suc-
ceeded.

Ou a discovery, the lady lost her reason,
and soon after died. The two brothers
fought, and the elder fell. The father
broke his heart in a few months afterwards,
The younger brother, Charles Drandon,
the unintentional author of all this family
misery, quitted England in despair, with a
fixed determination of never returning.

Being abroad for several years, his nearest
relations supposed lim dead, and began to
take the necessary steps for obtaining his
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estates ; when, roused by this intelligence,
lie returned privately to England, and for a
time took obscure lodgings in the vicinity of
s faomily mansion.

While he was i this retreat, the voung
king (Ilenry VILI}, who had just buried
his father, was one day hunting on the bor-
ders of Hampshire, when hLe heard the
cries of a female in distress In an adjoining
wood.,  His gallantry immediately sum-
moned bim to the place, though he then
happened to be detached from all hig gours
ters ; where he saw two ruffians attempting
to violate the honour of a young lady. The
king mstantly drew on them; and & scuffla
ensued, which ronsed the reverie of Churles
Brandon, who was taking hes morning’s
walk 1n an adjoining thicket: he immes
diately ranged himselt on the side of the
king, whom he then did. not know ; and by
his dexterity soon disarmed one of the ruf~
fians, while the other fled,

The king, charmed with this act of gal-
tantry so congenial to his own mind, in-
quired the name and fuouly of the stranger ;
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aed not only repossessed him of his patri-
monial estates, but took him under his
unmediate protection,

It was this same Charles Brandon who
afterwards Prliwitel}-' married Henry's sister,
" Margaret, Queen-dowager of I'vance ; which
marriaze the king not ouly’ forgave, but
created bim Duke of Suftolk, and continued
Lis favour towards him to the last hour of
the Duke's life.

He died before Heéury: and the latter
showed in his attachment W this noblensan,
that wotwithstanding lis fits of -::al,pri'::_iﬁu&
ness aud cruelly, he was capable ofa cordial
and stendy fricndships o Ele was sitting in
council when the news of Suffolk’s death
reached him; and he publicly took that
oceagion hoth to express his own sorrow,
and to celebrate the wnerits of the deceased.
He declared, that dumug the whole course
of their acquaintance; his hrother-in-Jaw had
not made ‘3 singlé ditempt to injure an
adversary, and' had never whispered o word
to the disadvantage of any one; “ and are
there any of you, my Lords; who ¢on say as
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wuch ' When the King subjoined these
words, (savs the historian,) he looked round
m all their faces, and saw that confusion
which the conscibusness of secret guilt na-
turally threw upon them.

Otway tock his plot from the fucf related
in this pamphlet; but to avoid perhaps in-
terfering in a cirenmstance which might
affect many noble families at that tme
ivive, be laid the seene of lis trazedy
Diohemia.

There 5 a larze painting of the above
moiden. now at ‘i"l:"'uEl.lnl, the seat of his
Grace the Duke of DBedford: and the old
Dhichess-dowager, in showing this picture
a few years before her death to a nulﬂumuﬁ,
related all thie particulars of the story. |

The same.

The character of _Anfontom the above pla}‘l -
(an old debauched senator, raving abdut
plofs and political lutrizoes) ig:'sq'p;:héed to
have imﬂh'intendgd for that celebrated but
turbulent t;haﬁtcl,[ar, uthony the first Eal
of Shafteshury,
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The Jealous TWife.

When the elder Colman had nearly finish-
ed this comedy, he Lad it before Gaurick, as
a friend, for inspection, The latter was
much pleased with it m general: yet saw,
from lus wtimate knowledge of stage effect,
that there wanted a =econd chaveter 1n the
piece, to support the firnmess of the hus-
baud; who, though drawn as a sensible man
of the world, 1z evidently 1t the trammels of
has wale.

Colman instantly agreed in the justness of
the remark, took back the play, and added
the part of Maojor Oakfy, which now makes
so conspicuous @ fimure in it,

"T'he hiut of this character he took from
the portrait of Tom Megeot, s No. 212
and 210 of the Spectator, both papers writ-
ten by Sir Richard Steele,  To these Col-
man stands likewise much indebted for the
conduct of the two brothers: particulaly
for the quarrel in the last act, which is prin-
cipally taken from No. 210,

These little circumstances, however, must



