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ST. RONAN'S WELL.

CHAPTER XX,

THEATHICALS.
The play's che thing.—TlidLes.

Tre important day had sow arrived, the arrangements
for which had for some time oceupied all the conversation
and thoughts of the good company at the Well of St
Ronan's.  To give ity at the same time, a degree of nov-
elty and conzequence, Lady Penelope Penteather had
long sines suggested to Mre. Mowleny, thut the more
gifted and accomplished part of the gueds miglt contrib-
ute to furnish oot entertainment tor the rest, by acting o
few seencs of zome popular drama; au aceomplizhment
in which her self~eonceit assured her that she was peeu-
liarly qualified o execl.  Mre. Mowliay, who seenwd on
this occasion to have thrown the reins enfively into her
ladyship's hands, made no shjeeton to the plan which she
praposed, excepting that the old-fazhioned hedges and
walks of the gamlen st Shaws-Castle must necessarily
serve for stage and scenery, s there was no time to fit
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up the old hall for the exhibition of the proposed theatri-
calz.*  Buot upon inguiry among the company, this plan
was wrecked upon the onlinary shelve, to wit, the diffi-
culty of fuding performers who would consent to assume
the lower character: of the drama,  For the first parts
there were eamdidates oore than epough ; but most of
these were greatly too high-spirited to play the fool ex-
vept they were permitted to top the part.  Then amongst
the fow wnambitions undeclings, who conld be conxed or
cajoled 1o undertake subordivate chiaracters, there were
so many bad memories, and short memories, and treach-
erous memories, that at length the plan wna resigned in
despair,

A substitute proposed by Lody DPenclope, was next
considered. Tt was proposed Lo act what the Tialinns eall
a Uomedy of Chacaeter 3 that is, not an exact drama, in
which the actors deliver what s sel down for them b:r' thi
author ; bul ane, in which the plot having been proviously
fixed upon, anl a few cteiking seenes adjusted, the actors
are expecied to sapply the dialogoe extempore, or, as
Petruchio says, from their mother wit.  This is an amuse-
ment which affords mueh enteciainment in Italy, partico-
larly in the stale of Venice, where the characiers of their
drama have been long since ali previously fized, and are
banded dewn by tadition ; and ihis species of drama,
though rather belonging to the mask than the theatre, is
distinguished by the name of Commedia dell’ Arie.t But

# At Kilruddesy, tha noble sent of Lovd 3essh, in the county of
Wicklaw, there iz @ ituasion for private theatrleal exbibitions in fhe
apen nir, plonted snd with the everpreond which avise there o the
mast lowarinot mognificence. 1t hat o wild and yomaptle offect, re-
minding one of the sedne in which Boettom rehearsed Wis pagennt, with

a green plot fur ustage, sod o nwthorn Brake for a0 deingaroom,
f Sae e Williwm Stevart Hosa's vary Interesting Latfers from tha
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the shame-faced charmeter of Pritonz is still more alien
from a species of display, where therve is a constant and
extemporaneous demamd for wit,; or the sart of ready
small-talk which supplies it= place, than from the regalnr
exhibitions of the dramn, where the anthor, stamling re-
sponsible for langonge and seutiment, leaves to the per-
sonptorz of the seones anly the onble of findiog enunei-
ation and action.

But the ardent and active spirit of Lady Penelope, still
athirst after novelty, thongh bafled in her ficst two pro-
Jeets, brought forwanl a thivd, in which she wns more suc-
cezsful.  This was the proposal to eombine u ecrain
nismber, ai lenst, of tha guests, proper]y dressed for the
OERsion, as representing some well-known historieal or
dramatic characters, in g arowp, baving reforence to his-
tory, or to o seene of the dima.  In chiz representation,
which may be called playing o picture, netion, even pan-
tomimical action, was not expeeted 3 and all that was re-
quired of the performers, was to throw themselves inlo
such a group ns might express o marked and steiking
point of an essily rememberal scene, but where the act-
ors are ala pacse, and without either speeck or motion.
In this specivs of representation theve wos no tax. cither
on the invention ar memaory of these who might under-
toke parts; and, whot recommended it stll firther to the
good company. there was no marked difference betwixt
the bero and heroine of the group, and the Tess distine
goished characters by whom they were atteniel on the
stage 3 and every one whe bl confidenee in o handsome
shape and a becoming deess, mipht Liope, though standing

North of Italy, Vol. I, Letter XXX., where this surious sabject i3
treated with the infoemution and precizlon which dlstinguish that ng-
complished author,
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in not quite so beoad and Eavourable a light o the pring-
pad personages, to drow, pevertheless, a considerable pors
tion of attention awld applavse.  This motion, therefore,
that the company, or such of them as might choose to
appear properly dressed for the occasion, should form
themselves into one or more gronps, which might be re-
pewed anid varicd as often as they pleased, was hailed and
accepted as a bricht ddea, which pssigned to every one a
share of the importanee atbvched 1015 probabile suceesa,

Mowbray, on his side, promised to eontrive some are
rangement which slould separate the aetors in this mute
ddvama froms the spectators, and enable the former to vary
the amuscment, by withdeawing themselves from the
seene, mud again appearing upon it onder a different and
new combination,  Phis plan of cxbibition, where fine
clothes and affeeted attitedes supplied all deanghts upon
famey or talent, was Lighly agreealle to most of the ladies
present ; and even Lady Links, whose discontent seemed
proof’ azainst every effort ilis couldl be proposed to soothe
it, aoquiesced in the project, with perfeet indifference -
deed, but with something less of sulleuness than veual,

It now only remained o rummage the civenlating li-
Lrary, for some picce of suflicient celebrity to command
altention, and whiclh shonid be oo the game ftme suited io
the execution of theiv project.  Bell's British Theatre,
Miller's Modern and Aneient Diemna, and about twenty old
volumes, in which stray tragedics and comedies were as-
soviated, ltke the passengers i o muil-coseh, without the
least attempt at selection o mrangement, were all exam-
ined in the course of their researvlies,.  But Lady Penel-
ope declared lofiily and decidedly for Shakespeare, as the
aathor whose immortal works were fresh in every one's
recollection,  Shakespenre was therefore chosen, and from
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his works the Midswmer Night's Dream was selected,
as the play which affurded the greatest variety of charae-
ters, and most scope of course for the intended represen-
tation. An active compeaition presenily occurred GV
the greater pare of the company, for such copies of ihe
Midsummer Night's Dream, or the volame of Shake-
speare containing it as could be got in the neighbourbood &
for notwithstunding  Loly  Pepelope's declaration, that
every one who eould rewd hal Shokespoard’s plays Ly
heart, it appeared thar such of his drumas s Lave not
kept posscssion of the stage, were very linle known
St RL‘IHEHJJ:'G.. Ve among ihiose iju.-u.t;]u who aro g;m_rlm_[_i.
cally ealled readers,

The adjustment of the parts was the first sabjeel of
eonsideration, &0 soon as those who intendod to aesume
characters had refreshed theiv reeollection on the sulrject
of the piece. Thesens wis unanminieasly aszicned o Mow-
bray, the giver of the entertainnwnt, and eretore Justly
entitled to reprezent the Duke of Atheos.  The costume
of an Amazonian crest and plome, o IIJ|_']~:|,I(]—|L|1 viesl, il
a tight buskin of shy-blue silk, buckled with dimonds,
reconcibeld Lady Binks o the part of Hippolyta. The
superior stture of Miss Mowlray o Lady Penelope,
made it necessary (hat the former should pertorm the
part of Helena, and her Tadyship rest contented with
the shrewizli character of Tlermin,  Tv was resolved o
compliment the yeung Farl off Etherington with the part
of Lysander, which, bowever, his Todship declinel, and,
preferring comely to tegeldy, refused 1o appear in any
other churacter than that of' the magnanimons Dottom ;
and he gave them such a humorons specimen of his quuk-
ity in that part, that all were delighted af onee with his
eondeseension it assuming, sl bis kil in pecforming, the
presonter of Pyramus.
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The part of Egeus was voted to Captain MacTurk,
whosze olstinney in refusing o nppear in any other than
the: foll Highland @b, il nearly disconcerted the whole
affuir. At lensih this olstacle was got over, on the ao-
thority of Chille [larold, whe vemacks the similarity
Betwist the Highlaod ol Greeeian costome ;* amd the
company, dispensing witle the differcnee of colour, voted
the Captain’s variegated Kilt, of the MacTurk tartan, to
et the Kirtle of n Grecian mosntaineer,—Egens to be an
Arnout, and the Captain to be Egens. Chatterly and the
painter, walking gentlemen by profession, agreed o walk
throuwgh the parts of Demetrive and Lysander, the two
Atbeninn lovers; aml Me Winterblossom, loath and ey,
after mony exenses, was hribed by Lady Penelope, with
an antigue, or sipposed antiqoe eameo, o play the part
of Philostrntus, piaster of the revels, provided hiz gout
would permit him to remain so long upon the turf, which
wis to b their stage.

Muoshion trowsers, adorned with spangles, a voluminous
turban of =lver ganze, nnd wings of the :ame, together
with an embroidered slipper, eonverted at onee Mizs
Dizees into Oberon, the Kinge of Shadows, whose sove-
reign gravity, however, was somewhat indifferently re-
PTE'S?'ITE['I!] 1:_1_.' the ﬁll:r' guiut:r of hlisz in her Teens, and
the uncontealled delight whicl she telt in her fine clothes.
A vounger #ster vepresented Titamin; and two or three
subordinnte elves were selected, smong families attending

* HThe Avnanlts, or Alhanesey 2035 Locd Byvesy * strnek me by
thelr resembinnee o ihe Wighloaders of Seatluud, Ty dress, flgore, and
manner of biving,  Theie wery moontajos zeem Caledonian, but o
milder elimage,  The kilt, thaosh white, the spore, setive form, theie
dialect Celtie in the saund, and cheir hordy babizs, a1 eaeried ma hack

to Moryen. —Nofee fo the Seeond Chapter of Childe Harolils Pilgrin-
Ri



