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PREFACE.

Tae accompanying work, which bears for its title *New
York City during the American Revolution,” may be con-
fidered in fome degree as a free-will offering on the part
of the Mercantile Library Affociation to thofe of our
Members and Citizens who, by their contributions, have
fecured to the Library the poffelfion of thofe Hiftorical
Manufcripts and Documents known as the Taminfon Cal-
fertéon.,

It was confidered fitting that thofe whofe liberality had
been thus difplayed toward us, thould themielves be made
partakers of the benefits they had conferred, and no more
appropriate way prefented itfelf to thefe who had the
matter in charge than publithing a few of the documents
themfelves and putting them in a convenient form for pref-

ervation,
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For this purpofe, fuch of the pa.pcrs have been felefted
as pertained almoft exclufively to the city of New York,
and by means of them, a feries of panoramic views are
given of the city, from the Stamp A8 Riot in 1765, to
the Evacuation by the Britith in 1783,

During the former part of this time—until September,
1776—the city was the fcene of no ordinary exeitement.
Fatriots and loyalifts dwelt here together, but the lines
which diftinguifhed them were falt being drawn.  The
Britith foldiers and the Sons of Liberty were mutually
exafperating each other, and their feelings could not be
wholly kept in check. It was not then, indeed, that the
firuggle agzinft foreign ufurpation firft commenced in this
city. It had been going on for well nigh a century. But
it was now taking that determined form which was to
lead to victory and independence.

During the laft feven years of the above period, the
city was in the occupancy of the Britith army. The
glimpfe that we get of it, at this time, imperfelt though
it be, has a peculiar i;u:ereﬁ. Would that {fome truthful
record of all that tranfpired here during thefe eventful
years might be found and given to the public,
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There remains now but to thank thofe who have
contributed in any manner to the intereft of thc- volume.
To Mr. Henry B. Dawfon, the Hiftoran, is efpecial credit
due for the valuable Introduttory Chapter, which embodies
a defription of the moft important localities of New
York city and ifland at the time the volume com-
mences; and te the fame gentleman is the reader in-
debted for, with few exceptions, the hiftorical notes
which accotnpany the f{everal papers.

Interefting biographical fketches have been contributed
by John L. Curtenivs, Efq, of Buffalo, 8. 8, Purple,
M. D, of New York, and Henry T. Drowne, Efg,
alfo of this city. To Mr. Drowne we are further in-
debted for coples of feveml intercfling letters wrirten
from the city by his grandfather, Dr. Sclomon Drowne,
of Rhode Ifland, contributed with the moft nunaffeded
modeity and generofity. .

To D. T. Valentine, Efg., the invaluable clerk of our
Common Council, we are under oblipations for the ufe
of the map engraved for one of the annual iffues of
his * Manual.”

The hiftorical ftudent will appreciate the fidelity with
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which the original Documents have been followed by
the Printer, as regards the fpelling, punfuation, and
even the manifelt errors, which are retained; while the
general reader will catch the fpirit of the times all
the more faithfully from the wvery want of artificial
elegance, which thefe unpretending letters and narratives
difplay.

. Mancarrizz Lisnasy, Cinvnon Haue,

Hume 3, 1861,

Nore.—The * Tomlivion Collefiton,” from which the materials for thie
volume have been drawn, confifs of feveral hundred hiftorical papers relac-
ing chicfly to the American Revoluton and &vents immediately conneéted
with it Thele documents, comprifing public and private correipondence,
army rolls, ordetly books, and other matter of like nature, with approprizte
illuftrations, have been broughe together, during feveral years of refcarch, by
Mr. Abraham Tomlinfon of this <ity, with the defign of having them uld-
marcly placed in fome public infitution.

The whole colleition was offered 1o the Mercantle Library Affociacion on
fuch terms that-it was thought defimble o fecure it for the infpection and
perufal of is members; and this refult has been accomplifhed through the
liberslity of fricnds of the Affociation. It Is propafied, when opportunity
favors, to have the meft interefting portians of che collettion arranged in fuch
a manner as that they can be cafily feen and fiudied.
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