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PREFACE

THis study is hased upon the monograph on
MacDowell which I contributed in rgo3 to the
“Living Masters of Music™ series. That boak
could not, of course, remain in the series after
the death of MacDowell three veers later; it was
therefore taken from it place and used as a
foundation for the present volume, which super-
sedes it in every respect. The biographical por-
tion is almost wholly new, and has been greatly
enlarged, while the chapters dealing with Mae-
Dowell's music have been revised and extended.

In completing this survey of one who in his
art Is still of to-day, I have been poignantly con-
scious throughout of the fact that posterity has
an inconvenient habit of reversing the judgments
delivered upon creative artists by their contem-
poraries; yet to trim defily ene’s convictions in
the hope that they may clastically conform to
any one of a number of possible verdicts to be
expected from a cupricious futurity, is prebably
as dangerous a proceeding as to avow, without
equivocation or compromise, one’s precise beliefs.,
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viii PREFACE

It will therefore be understood that the eritical
pstimates which are offered in the following pages
have been set down with deliberation,

I desire to acknowledge gratefully the assist-
ance which I have received from various sources:
Primarily, from Mrs, Edward MacDowell, who
has rendered help of an indispensable kind; from
Mr. Henry T. Finck, wha furnished me with his
views and recollections of MacDowell as a pianist;
and from reminiscences and impressions con-
tributed by Mr. W. H. Humiston, Miss J. 5.
Watson, and Mr. T. P. Currier — pupils and
friends of MacDowell —ta e .-Hu:siﬂian. and
by Mr. William Armstrong to The Etnde, parts
of which I have been privileged to quote. Mac-
Dowell wrote surprisingly few letters, and com-
paratively little of his carrespondence is of
intrinsic or general interest. I am indebted to
Mr. N. J. Corey for permission to quote from
several in his possession; while for the use of
letters written to MacDaowell and his wife by
Liszt and Grieg my thanks are due to Mrs.
MacDowell.

L. G.

Dixvirie MoTteH, NEw [AMPEHIRE,
Sepiember 18, 1paf.



