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CHAPTER |
ARTHUL WESLEY

SOMETIME in the spring of 1769, either in Apeil or May,
at Dublin or in Daingan Castle, Connty Meath, the Doy
was horn whose pame became, and 1y, familinr amwd
famons to all the world—Wellington.  His father was
Garret, Earl of Mornington, & lover and composer of
music ;s mother was Auwe Hill, o danghter of Lord
Dungannon ; he was christened Arehuay, and be had three
brothers who were men of mark in their day,  The
family pame of Lis house, then Wesley, waz afterwards
tensformed into Wellesley, which da degcribed gz the
ancient spelling; but if one of that family came from
Somerset, the spelling in the reign of Faward tle First
was Wellesleigh— Richard de Wellesleigh being zet down
in Eymer as the leader of a body of levies who took part
in the Seottish wars,  According to Mr. Gleig, Arthuar
was descended from a man of English stock, Walter
Colley or Cowley, who mizvatel in the fifteenth centary
from Butlawdshire to Treland.  His surpame he derived
from the Wesleys, also ancient settlers therein, his
grandfather, Richard Colley, baving aequived that nume
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by adoption into the Wesley family.  As Lady Morn-
ington always insizted that ler son Arthnr was born on
May-Thay, 1769, aml as Arthor himself kept that as his
hirthday, we may vensoually aceept it, althemgh his
Taptismal certificate is dated the 30th, and an election
comnmittee of the Irish Howse of Commuons decided that
he mnst have been born before April 20th; Int the
conunittee’s decision cannot be regarded as trostworthy
evidence,  Let the Duke's lirthday stand as May 1st,
just as that of the young Corsican, Bonaparte, who
was mamed Napoleon, is now allotted to Angust 15th
in the sane vear, despite sneviving donbts whether it
wae on that or on another day that his mother, the
beautiful Leetitia, horried  from dmreh fo give the
world 2 eongueror.  The eopvions traveller awl the
political enthnsiast visit the Casa Bonaparte, in Ajaccio,
the well-spring of a grand realistic romanee.  Wellington
has no sliiue ; and we muost be content to know that lie
was on Irishman sprung from an English stoek, whose
hivth-place and birthday neither the Duke nor amy
member of hiz family “treated as worthy of a moment’s
considerution.”  Indifference to nov-essentials is one note
of Wellington's eaveer, thronghout which the theatiical
and legendary element was conspienons by its absence,
Fut it was not wanting i romanee ; for, as we shall see,
“the dnnee of the family * camie to e the vietor of
.\EH:L_‘L‘[‘-, -‘l.'il.l.nri;lj sl Waterloo,

The incidents of bis ehildhood and youth are only
faintly inddieated in the traditions which remaiu, Ve
are tobl that his mother had no fodness for her son
Avthoe 3 My, Gledg says that her feeling towands him was
“ ot far removoed from aversion " ; amd thus he hoad nog
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mneh home-life after he bad passed out of the nursery.
Certain it is that he reely alladed to Ins early days,
amd the conduet attributed to Ludy Momington may
aceount for his perfunctory visits to her when he was
“the Dhake,” which nuule Me. Greville, who coulid know
nothing of the facts, write him down o haed wman, At
somie bime, then, he was placed in o school at Chelsea,
whenee, for a brief period, he went to Eton,  In neither
did he shive, and it has been often =aid that, in after
years, when Eton was proud of him, nothing conhl he
remembered to his credit or diseredit except that e
fought a battle with “ Bobus ™ Smith, the brother of the
witty Canon of St Paul's.  Fromm Eton he was séut Lu a
French military sehool, Englund, aveonling to her wont,
having none of her own, and no military institutions of
any sort, nothing ot makeshifts {or institutions.  The
French school seleeted for Arthur Wesloy was at Angers
on the Maine.  Mr. laikes was told by General Sir A
Mackenzic that the school was much frequented by youns
Englishmen, Tweanse the Governor, the DMarquiz e
Pignerol, an Tngineer, looked after their studies, and
also Beeanse Lis brother hal a fine ridingschool.  The
Cteners] remembered the yonng Avthor, but all he conld
say was that the boy waz rather weal in health, “ nol
very attentive to his stidies, anl constantly oecupivd
with a little terrice called Viek, which followed him
everywhere," A more definite glingpse of the student
than that we eannot get: it is as vague as the boxing
matech at Ltoar; Tmt it enables na to picture the slin
biright-cyed hoy, idling iu the streets of the pictaresgne
old town, or playing with “Viek" on the steep cliffs
which rise out of the water just Lelow the contluence oi



