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PREFACE.

CuurcH literature has peculiar claims upon the
attention pf the contemplative world, and in
no department more than that which takes its
origin from the ** Chair of Truth.” It may not
be tog much to say that such elaims have bean
amply gatisfied in the provinge allnded to; and
in support of this assertion, it is only necessary
to refer to the multifarious sermons of eminent
divines of all nations within the pale of Christi-
_anity, which have been submitted to the publie
in a printed form; still so Wighly interesting
and important is the subject gf discussion, that
eloquence jtself cannot be exhausted in the ex-
position of the sublime tenets of the gospe] ;
so long, therefore, as it continues to afford food
for eloquence, so Jong the products of that elo-
quence will continue to interest and instruct.
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the reader ﬁth whose opinion it tallies, and in
an honest spirit of candour on the part of those
to whom its general tenets are repugnant—
saving always and excepting that monstrum kor-
rendum, the subject of politics ; which, so long
as its discussions continue to agitate the con-
flicting interests of mankind, (and their termi-
nation is confessedly indefinite,) will, it is to
be feared, always remain an edge-tool of the
keenest, but not best temper, to the destruction
of social intercourse, and, too frequently, the
subversion of domestic peace and happiness.
Under an impression that no department of
literature is now exclusively adapted for par-
ticular classes of readers, the editor has been
led to helieve that the following attempt to
illustrate an interesting period in the history of
the Reformed Church, by the production of
documents written and preached at the time,
and to which our ancestors listened, will be
received with more general attention than its
title would at first sight lead us to warrant.
Such, indeed, are his sanguine hopes, such the
motives which brought him to the task, and his
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ultimate object has been to excite others to
pursue the subject. The field is an extensive
one, and replete with interest, for it ja by the
writings and addresses of these ancient wor-
thies, that we can form an iden of the tone
which animated or influenced their opinions,
and thus arrive at a more intimate acquaint-
ance, as it were, with a generation of whose
existence we have little more than an historical
record,

Should these pages awaken in the reader but
a small share of the interest which the editor
has taken in their compilation, they will not
have been given to the world in vain.
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