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PREFACE.

——

A SONNET being the form of verse frequently chosen by

poets to express their thoughts as they may arise from
occurrences of every-day life,"an attempt hag been made, by
one who lays no claim to a dignity sa exalted, to express
in this form some thoughts sugpested by a course of read-
ing and meditation on the Scripture Biographies of the
three great Patmarchs, Abrabam, Isaac, and Jacck, If
Sonnets may be called the Diary of Poets, these may be
described as extracts from the notebook of a Bible readet,
who amuses himself from time to time with writing verses,
Whether the thoughts expressed in the following Sonnets
be worth expressing, and whether they be adequately and
thythmically expressed, must be left for others to decide.
The Author fears that the form of verse cheosen may be
thought unsuited to the subject, but these fears were not
s vividly felt till several of them had been written. Hav-
ing begun, he ventured to finish at the nsk of failure. The
nature of the subject also he fpund in some parts to be
incompatible with peetical treatment and diction, but he
hopes, after kindly making allowztce for this, that enough
will still remain to edify and please the reader.

The Author is indebted for mmch herein attempted to
“The Types of Genesis,” by Mr. Apdrew Jukes, as well
as to Meditations on Genesis now in course of publication
in “Our Work,"” the monthly periodical of the Church
Sunday School Union.



DEDICATION.
—_‘_—.—

To iy dear kin departed, now at Test,
Waiting the coming and the day of God,
Who in the steps of His true servants trad,
And lie at peace secore on Abram's brease,
In hope with them to sup their fellow-guest,
Whose bodies sleep beneath the sacred sod,
Upheld the while by God's strong ataff and rod
A pilprim here by tronbles mach oppressed,
And most of all to ene most deerly kin,
Longing with her by closer bonds allied
My sonl athirst for God to satiate,
Home-sick amidst this exile’s ceaseless din,
These pastime thoughtz by pilgrims’ faith supplied,
Sorrow's sweet sclace song, 1 dedicate,
T. A.-W.



Meditations on the Scripture iographies

Abrakam, Esaar, and Facob,
Thy staltifes have beent my Songs Fw fha houss af wiy Miprimare.

I,

TDanENEss.

Brack night is mother of fair mom. A tree
In wintry cold and darkness grows, its leaves,—
The clothing Nature self-protecting weaves,
Industrious worker for vitality,—
Cast off, like flesh at death,—sight sad to see!
In penury, not plenty, womb conceives.
Each year from last, at death bequeathed, receives
¥or embryo heirs a richer legacy.
Light out of darkness rises, 1ffe of death.
Through checks and conflicts [aith advances, bare
Though trials seem to strip it They preface
Scenes of more vigorous action. Tnderneath
Life energizes. Hindrances prepare
The way from faith to faith, from grace to grace



6 Meditations on the Scripture Biographies of
IL.

LicaT ot or DarKkyEss,

Out of night's darkness dawned a fair bright morn :
One tree from out the cold dark ground appeared,
Gifted with quickening energy, leaf-geared :
From Nature's barren womb, of fruit forlomn,

An heir to rich inheritance was bom,

For.blessings stil! more precious to be reared :
Earth, winter-wasted, late s0 bare and scared,
Scenes rife with spring-tide promises adorn :

When on Chaldea, shrouded dead in sin
Of idolworship, flashed a Lipht Divine,

And Tz, benumbed of heart as sapless oak,

Was by some lLifeful impulse stirrad withip,
Sparkles of heaverlit fire benignly shine :

A Voice of strange unearthly sternness spoke.

IiL
CALLED OUT oF DARKNESS,
“From country, kindred, father's house hegone,
And get thes whither shall be shewn thee! I
Fiom idol-worship, Abram, bid thee fly.
Bless thee I will, and make of thee alone
A blessing and a nation mighty—one
With whom in name and blessing none can vie.
All them that bless thee Il beatify :
Curses thy cursers' heads shall fall npon,”
Of God, not man, beging the walk of faith,
His call inspires the first steps on the road.
Whenee but from God to leave earth's joys behind 2
His word the spring and sirength of will, He saith,
“Go forth I Whene'er, where'er, whate'er the load,
Go, get thee out assured His land to find.




Abrakam, Jraar, and facob, -

TV,
Tue Hicr Carung or Gob.

The calls of God contain beth truth and grace—
Grace in the covenanted words, # I will,"—
Truth in the mandate, ¥ Get thee forth until
‘Thou reachest wearied My appointed place,

And seest the toyal beauty of My Face”

God calls from lures His purpose to fulfil
By work of faith and patient hope, not skill-—
The birth and welfare of Salvation's race.

God calls not from thy country only., No!

He calls from father's house and kindred too
“Take not old Terah with thee, then, nor yet

Or son or child of Terah's kin. Forego
All tiey of natural love. Obedience true
Leaves all, however dear, without regret

V.

HEREUNTO WERE YE CALLED,

God asks in merey sacrifice of ali

To heart and soul as well as body dear,

Who knows the trials Abram had to bear,

‘The sharp soul-piercings felt, the bitter gall
Of sorrow tasted? Oh | what pangs befall

The severance of friends! What doubt and fear

Attend earth'’s partings| Many 2 sigh and tear

Accompanies release from love's sweet thrall |
Long doubtless was the conflict, flesh and blood

Striving against the spirit, till at last

His country’s charm resisted, kindred's not
Fully and freely, staff in hand he stogd,

Ere from the city God-accursed he passed,

He knew not whither, sad though grace begot,



: Meditations on the Scripiure Biographics of
VI

StiH SHALL Have TrOUBLE I8 THE FLESH,

Eindred's not fully—Nc| else Terah old
And kinsman Lot, his brother’s son, had been
Rengunced g5 well as country.  Much too keen
For new-bom souls such separation ! Gold,

Mixt with alloy, alloy doth s énfold,
The hase with pure, the precious with the mean,
That nought but fire deep-buming can, I ween,
Relax the close eo-hesion of their hold

So he fleshfed, fesh-rammelled, fiez from Ur
And reaches Charran, where flesh-swayed he stays
A settler, not a pilgrun, God's behest

Misprized by conscience, slighted, fhen demuy.
Thus big with flesh-stored ills pass hours and days.
The cost how costly of forbidden rest!

VIi.
Hiz WITNESSE: UNTO THE ProrFie
O called out of the world in darkness lying
To be frail earthen vessels of life’s seed,
Unflinching witneszes in word and deed
Of quickening truth to souls around you dying |
Feed not yourselves mere Beshly strength supplying,
But famished souls with heavenly substance feed,
Take to yourselves and to the doctrine heed :
Be patient, active, faithful, self-denying.
Self-comfort, love of kindred, worldly friends,
Pleasant companions inside Charran’s walls,
Dislike of pilgrim's peril, toil, and fare,
And what a perfect gentleman offends—
Can ne'er fulfil the purpose of God's calls :
For you no settled sojoarn anywhere.



