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PREFACE.

TuE object of this scries of text-books is to provide
concise teachable histories of art for class-room use in
schools and colleges. The limited time given to the study
of art in the average educational institution has not only
dictated the condensed styleé of the volumes, but has lim-
ited their scope of matter to the general features of art
history. Archmeological discussions on speciai subjects ancd
wsthetic theovies lave been avoided. The main facts of
history as settled by the best authorities are given, 1If the
reader choose to enter into particulars the biltiography
cited at the head of each chapter will he found helpful.
lllustrations have been introdnced as sight-help to the text,
and, to avoid repetition, abbreviations have been used
wherever practicable. The enumeration of the principal
extant works of an artist, school, or period, and where they
may be found, which follows each chapter, may be service-
able nqt only as a summary of individual or school achieve-
ment, but for reference by travelling students in Europe:

This volume on painting, the first of the series, omits
mention of such work in Arabic, Indian, Chinese, and Per-
sian art as may come properly under the head of Ornament
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—a sulyject proposed for separate treatment hereafler,  In
treating of individual painters it has been thought best to
give a short critical estimate of the man and his rank
among the painters of his time rather than the detailed
facts of his life.  Students who wish accounts of the lives
of the painterg should use Vasari, Larousse, and the Zuwey-
clapeedia Sritenuica in connection with this text-buek,
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