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PREFACE.

CoLorEL CrocE®TT, at the time of leaving
Tenmessee for Texas, made a promise to his friends
that ke would keep notees of whatever might occur
to him of moment, with the vlterior view of laying
his adventures before the public. He weas en-
couraged in this underteking by the favourable
manner in which his previous puoblications had
been received : and if he had been epared through-
out the Texian struggle, it cannot be doubted that
he would have produced a work replete with in-
terest, and such 2s would have been universally
read. His plain and unpolished style may occasion-
ally offend the taste of those who are sticklers for
clessic refinement; while others will value it for
that frankness and sincerity which is the best
voucher for the truth of the facts he relates. The
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manuscript has not been altered since it came into
the possession of the editor; though itis but praper
to state that it had previously undergone a shght
verbzl revision ; and the occasional interlinestions
were recognised to be in the handwriting of the
Bee hunter, so frequently mentioned in the pro-
gress of the parrative, These corrections were
doubtless made at the anthor’s own request, and
received his approbation,

This worthy and talented young man was well
known in New Orleans, His parents were wealthy,
he had received a liberal education, was the pride
and soul of the eircle in which he maoved, but his
desting was suddenly overshadowed by an act in
which Lie had no agency, but his proud father in
a moment of anger turned his face upon him, and
the romantic youth, with a wounded spirit, com-
menced the roving life which he had pursved
with success for four or five years. His father
recently found out the great injustice that had
been dome hia proud spirited son, recalled him,
and & reconciliation took place; but the young man
had become enamcured of Texas, and a young
woman at Nacogdoches, and had already selected a
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pPlantation in Ausiin’s colony, on which he intended
to have settled in the course of the coming year.
The following letter will explain the manner in
which the manuvscript was preserved, and how it

came into My possession :—

Exn Jacinte, Moy §, 1636,
My DEAR FRIEND,—

1 write this from the town of Lynchburg, on the
San Jacinto, to inform you that T am laid up in
ordinary et this place, having been wounded in the
right knee by & musket ball, in the glorious battle
of the 20th climo. Having some friends residing
here, 1 was anxious to get amoeng them, for an
invalid has not moch chance of receiving proper
attention from the army surgeons in the present
state of affairs. I send wou & literary coriosity,
which I doubt naot you will agree with me should be
laid before the public. It ia the journal of Colonel
Crockett, from the time of his leaving "l'ennesses up
to the dsy preceding his untimely death at the
Alamo. The manner of its preservation was some-
what singular, The Colenel was among the six
who were found alive in the fort after the geueral
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massacre had cessed. General Castrillon, as you
have already learned, was favourably impressed
with his manly and courageous deportment, and in-
terceded for his life, but in vain, After the fort had
been ransacked, these papers were found in the
Colonel’s baggege, by the servant of Castrillon, who
immediately carried them to his master. After the
battle of San Jacinte, they were found in the bag-
gage of Casirillon, and as I was by at the time, and
recognised the manuscript, [ secured, it, and saved
it from being cast away &8 worthiess, or torn up as
cartridge paper. By way of beguiling the tedious
hours of my illness, | have added a chapter, and
brought down a histary of the events to the present
time. Maost of the facts I have recorded, I gathered
from Castrillon’s servant, and other Mexiean pri-
soners. The manuscript iz at your service to do
with as you please, but I should advize its publica-
tion, and should it be deemed necessary, you are at
liberty to publish this letier also, by way of exple-
nation. ¥
With sincere esteem, your friend,
Crantes T. Brace.
To Arex. J, Dumas, Esg., Nar Oricans.
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The deep interest that has been taken, for several
years past, in the sayings and deings of Colonel
Crockett, has induced me to lay this part of his
literary labours before the public, not doubting that
it will be read with as much avidity as his former
publications, though in consequence of the death of
the author before he had revised the sheets for the
press, it will necessarily be nehered into the world
with many imperfections on ite head, for which
indulgence is craved by the public's obedient
servant,

Arex. J. Dumas,

Now Crizans, Jund, 1836,






