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PREFACE.

In presenting to the world s sevond edition of Lix third pub-
limation, after each of the othera hia reached the same elevation,
the Kottinghare Mechanic feels it a doty incambent wpon him
to retorn bis wneere thanks to the public for the Hberal patrin.
age he hes received; to the eritios in gemern] for their faroarable
motie of hie produetions § and more sgpecially to those neknow-
ledged muxtery of thonght and langoage who bave given bim
such kind smoraness of mocourtgemnent and esteem. He
etmried out in the litevary world with s faint hope that he
shonld not be altegether disregurded ; but be is constrained to
admit, that the renaption he hwa met with has exeeeded hia
IOt ERngine sxpectatinns,

With regard to the present publimtion (ks intimated in the
prefuce to the et cdition) he conceived that a subject from our
own natlonal annals woald oot be altogether uneeceplable; and
from the wpprobation with which it has been viewed, it appears
he was not mistaken, He did not follow the general costom of
attaching notes, becansa he conceived the history too generally
known to nead It. Ko character groept that of Estrilds is
entirely ideal ; mnd the examination of Alban is given, as far
as poetry, and & alight amplification would admit, In the words
of the Yenerable Bede,

Nottingham, Sept. 1885,
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