THE DUTCH REPUBLICS OF
SOUTH AFRICA: THREE
LETTERS TO R. N. FOWLER,
AND CHARLES BUXTON



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649326648

The Dutch Republics of South Africa: Three Letters to R. N. Fowler, and Charles Buxton by F.
‘W. Chesson

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



F. W. CHESSON

THE DUTCH REPUBLICS OF
SOUTH AFRICA: THREE
LETTERS TO R. N. FOWLER,
AND CHARLES BUXTON

ﬁTrieste






PRESENTED TO THE UNIVERSITY
BY THE RHODES TRUSTEES

: LIG-IZLI 1. 37




THE DUTCH REPUBLICS
OF SOUTH AFRICA;

Three Fetfers

Tik

R. N. FOWLER, ESQ.,, M.P.,, AND CHARLES
BUXTON, ESQ., M.P,

BT

F. W. CHESSON.

# Tt woold not do to agree that negroos sre men, lest it should appear that
whites ave uot,"—MONTRESQUIED.

Ronbon:
Punuisuen sy WILLIAM TWEEDIE, 337, STRAND.
Price Two Shillings.
1871.



EONDRN §
GILEERT A¥D RIVIHOTION, FRTATERE:
52, 1%, JonxW gQUiRE.

AR )
“’l-
A

8 MAY 1939
{f’ﬂh&




PREFACE.

Tae first of the fullowing Lottors was published, althongh in
& more extended form, at the closs of the year 1868. It is
now tevized and roprinted, and two other Letters ave added, in
the hope that they will assist to form a public opinion favourable
0 the just treatment of the native races of Bouth Africa. Every
day the slavetrade is permitted to oxist in that region the
diffieulty of ita abolition is increased. Tt waa from equally small
beginnings that negro slavery took ita rime in Awmerica; and
unless great efforts be made to arrest ibs course, that nefarions
mstitution will sevaredly prove fatal to civilization in the
sonthern parts of the African continent.

In advoeating the establishment of a Comfederstion as the
best means of putting an end to the two-fold curse of war and
slavery, the writer has simply cxpressed tha viewa of the most
enlightened statesmen (0 whom the destinies of the Cape
Colony bave been entrusted. Those views have been endorsed
by the Legislative Council of Natal, by the influential portion
of the colonial press, and by the Bouth African merchants
resident in this conntry. It will of course be understood that the
proposed Confederation can only be established with the voluntary
consent of the several communities which would be invited to
enter it.

7, Apaw BTREET, ADELFHI,

18t February, 1871.
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THE DUTCH REPUBLICS OF SBOUTH AFRICA.

LETTER L

To B. N. Fowzue, Eeq., M.F., Treasurer of the Aborigines'
My peiw 8m,—You have ropeatedly brought the pubject of
tho conduct and policy of the Dutch Boérs towards the native
tribes of South Afriea under the motice of the members of
the Aborigines’ Profection Society, at its annual meetings.
This is my apology for addressing you onm & question whith
is perhaps a4 important as any now claiming the attention
of those who are interested in the colonies of Great Britain. X
refer to the practice of alavery in the Trans-Waal Hepublic, to the
violation of the treaty of 1852 which it involves, and to the external
warfare and domestic tyranny of whieh it is the frutful cause

The Trans-Vaal Republic is bounded on the morth by the
Limpopo, where gold has recently heen discoverad ; on the south
by the Vaal River, which separates the tervitory from the Orange
Freo State; on the east by a portion of the Drakensherg Moun-
taing, and on the west by native tribes which still enjoy their
independence. A glance at the map will suffice to show the vast
superficial area—estimated at 100,000 squore miles—over which
20,000 or 30,000 Boers claim to exercise jurisdiction. The other
TDratch Republic—once kmown a8 the Orange River Bovereignty,
and now designated the Free State—is & rich pastoral country,
the southern boundary of which, the Orange River, parily
constitutes the frontier line of the Cape Clolony.

The two Republice of South Africa bave a common origin,
and, #o far as their relations with the native races are concerned,
a common history. The Dateh, in their own country, are the
most peaceful and law-abiding of citizens ; and those who have
#at by their firesides in Holland find it diffieult to understand
why it is, that, as colonists, they have ever been cruel and mer-
cemary. It'is true that in this respect they are mot singnlar;
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for in the morthern ieland of New Zealand, in the pastoral dis-
tricts of Queensland, and in the border territories of North
America, men of the English race have vied with the Boers of
Houth Africa in their selfish or inhumen treatment of the
Aborigines. But, to the honour of the British Giovernment, ita
influence in the eollisions which so often fauke place between
eolonists and natives is penerally exerciged on the side of justice
and merey. It has more than once prevented the extermination
of the Maories, and the wholesale confiscation of their lands;
mnd to it 18 due the non-recurrence, for a period of fifteen years,
of a kaﬁrwm—thatgu]finh which Chancellors of the Ex-
chequer ence periodically cast their enrplus. As the hands of
the Tmperial Government are now tolerably clean, there iz no
ineonsistency in appoaling to them against the misdesds of the
Boers of South Africa.

Tt may be alleged thut this is a proposed interference with the
internal povernment of an independent stuts. It is true that the
Drutch Republios of SBouth Afriea have enjoved a separute existence
for many yesrs past. In the interval they have been aa much
magters of their own affairs sa if the English had disappeared
from the Cape; but it is not the less a fact, that their indepen-
dence iz based wpon treaties which Iimpose upon them (a8 well as
upon us) certain well-defined obligations. Aas these obligations
are just and reasonsble—as indeed the non-oheervance of them
involves, 62 & consequence, the subversion of public morality—
the lapee of sixtesn or of sixty years cannot lessen their fores, or
diminish the weight of the responsibility they entail England
may fairly consider the expediency of enforcing the treaty which
has been broken ; Irat of her moral right to enforee it there canmot
be the shadow of a doubt.

The story of the wanderings of the Boers in the Bouth- African
wilderness i one of the most remarkable in the annals of colo-
pization. Owning large numbers of Hottentot slaves, they re-
sented the Act of Emancipation as a piece of gricvous oppression
towards themselves. Their fears wore so worked uwpon by un-
serupulous speculators, that many of them believed they would
receive no compensation for the liberation of their slaves, and
sold their elaima on the Imperial Government at a ramous loss,
In 1835 there wes a strong emigration movement among the
disaffected, and an advance party, headed by Uys and Marits,
turned their backs upon the old colony, and, after encountering



