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CAITHNESS.

N presenting to the Museum of Scottish Antiquaries the
interesting sevies of Pre-historic remains which I Lave
had the good fortune to discover in Ceithness, I think it
desirable to place on record the principal facts connected
with their discovery in a more complete form than was
possible in the papers on the subject, which have been read
at meetings of various learned Socicties. I am further
indueed to adopt this eourse by the oppertunity which
it affords of giving illustrofions of the objects for the
benefit of those who may not have seen the originals, and
more especinlly because it enables me to present to the scien-
tific world the valuable remarks of Professor Huxley on the
crania and ekeletons, accompanied by acenrate drawings
which have been made under his superintendence,

A few introductory remarks may be permitted in order to
explain the objects with which these researches were under-
taken by me during a shorf residence in Caithness in the
course of the past auturzn,

The problem of British archmology may be thus stated.
We know the two extremes of a eeries.  The one is that of
Quaternary man, whose relies have heen found at Hoxne, in
the drift gravels of tho Ouse and Thomes, the ecaves of
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contemporary with the flint weapons of Abbeville and A
and with the river und cave-men of France and Gﬂmﬁ
when very, different conditions prevailed of climate, of ses
and river-level, and of mnﬁgumtmn of sea and Iand. At this
period Britain wes probalily connceted with the continent;
the rigour of the glacial epoch had but partially abated ; the
great glneinl rivers atill poured forth volumes of muddy
water into valleys in which the loéss was deposited which has
sineg been exeavated for hundreds of foet ; the reindecr lived
in the south of France ; and the mammoth and woolly-haired
rhinogeros roamed over the plains of what is now England.
In shating this as a fact, which by the mass of concurrent
testimony is now placed beyond doubt, I offer no opinion as
to the absolute antiquity of this period. That is & question
for authorities who, like Lyell and Prestwich, have devoted
their attention to " Quaternary Geology.” If they are right
in supposing that none but existing causes, or rather causes
of the same arder as those now existing, have brought about
these changes, tha period required is immense. But if, as
some continental geologists beliove, more intense and con-
vulsive canses have prevailed, this period may be indefinitely
shortened, for if' we once depart from those operations of
nature of which nlene we have experience, all ealenlation
becomes conjecture, and our chronological seale may as well
be written in thousinds as in tens of thousands of years.
However, for archmological purposes this is a maiter of indif-
feremee, and in cither case we start with the fact that at the
most remote period yet disclosed, when man existed on the conti-
nent along with the extinet animals, he also existed in Britain.
The other extreme of the series is defined by the first
dawn of history, which shows us man existing in the Dritish
Isles with a knowledge of the metals and a certain amount of
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eivilisation, From this point downwards archmology has so
far explored the field that we ean distinguish and elassify an
unbroken sncecession of the remaing of the Kellic Britons;

the Romans, and Romanized Tiritons ; the Pagan ond Chris-
tian Anglo-Baxons; and the Seandinavians; down to the
Anglo-Norman and Madieval periods where archwology ends.

The intermediate, or Secondary period, has, as regards the
continent, been partially filled up by the result of researches
into the Danish EKjokkenméddings and Swiss Locustrine-
dwellings, The progression of a Stone, Bronze, and Iren
period with different races of men, implements, and modes
of sepulture, may be taken as established. Tn certain cases
the distinetions may bo a little dounbtful, and the formations
may, so to speak, overlap; yet on the whole there is evidence
of o succession of races, and of o regular advance from rode-
ness to civilizgation and frewm lower to higher types of man.

In the case of the lowest Danish middens we are carried
very far back in the scale both of fime and civilization, and
made aequainted with the race of the corly Btome period whe
lived when the econfiguration of sea and land in Denmark
was materially diffovent ; on a platform of fir forests which
has been succeeded first by one of eak, and finally by that of
beech, which alone is recorded in history ; without a know-
ledge of the domestic animals, except the dog ; and in a stale
of rudencss which srgues little, if any, progress since the
date of the quaternary men of Abbeville and Les Eyates.

In Britain this Secondary period remains, however, in a
state of great eonfusion. The fundamental distinetion of a
Stone, Bronze, and Tron period has never heen either con-
clusively established or conelusively negatived. Tvery day
we hear of relics which in Denmark would be assigned with-
out hesitation to the Stone period, being found in connection
with bronze and iron ; end if the case rested solely on British
evidence, probably most antiquarians would have been of
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had eolonized an unceeupied country a few centuries
the dawn of history. The utter unecertainty of what
called the Archeeology uf the Secondary period in Britain is
sufficiently shown by the speculations respeeting the most
important megalithis monument which we possess—that of
Stonehenge—which has been assigned by different learned
antiquaries with equal ingenuity and equal lack of solid
arguments, to the era of Vortigern and Arthur; to that of
Phamiclan worship introduced in the fourishing days of
Tyre and Tarshish ; or finally, to the remote antiquity of some
unknown Allophylian race.

The refuse heaps which have been the means of throwing
g0 much bight on the Pre-historic periods of Denmark and
Switzerland appear to afford by far the best chanee of ascer-
taining the habits and conditions of life of the pre-historie
populations ; but they require, even more than the ancient
tombs and dwellings, the most accurate and eystematic investi-
gation, not enly te give us trath, but to escape giving us error.

The ehell-mound, or midden, is of itself o formation of no
particular period. T have seen many a © Kjikkenmodding”
aceumulating af the bock door of an Orkney cottage, where
limpets were largely used for bait, It must be remembered
also that the same mound has frequently been used over and
over again for o suceession of habitations.

There are many reasoms why this must be the case, such
as eonvenience of situation, sccess to the shore, drainage,
supply of stones for building, and & richer soil and greener
pasture ; all of which arc afforded to the new settler by the
old ruined mound. In point of fact, very many cottages in
Orkney and Caithness now stand on, or immediately adjoining
to; old mounds ; and o slight excavation, such as a child
might make in sport, might readily bring together the con-




