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"We are maklpg in offlee and ecnrt and leglelative hall,
tha repotation and the future of shorthand and reporters
I wa do well, we shall be bhonored and weall paid; i not,
the reverse, Whatever adds o onr skl and encoprages ua
all, &= destrable, Frieadly conteats fn sk keep allve that
‘anthuslnstie  perseverance which 1s often mistaken far
geofus” I Belleve in all things which make uws better report-
arg apd educats poople s to whit a etenogeapher ooght té
e ghle to de''=—Fred Irland.

“The pace of the accomplished stenographer after, or rather
with, (be rapld apd culdvated zpeaker, i3 one of the moest
lpteredtipe spacipeles wileh oap pogoge the atieotion of the
mind. There I8 an indezeribable exhllarition in the confest.
e wlead pow I Vicdedes gee fofl 18 joie dog nolle coeurs ; &0l
¢ Combal,"—Eugene Luvie

Cipyrrisht, 1EET,
By Davin WoLre Brows.
Copvriche, 1HECE
Ry Jops H. Grece.
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PUBLISHERS' NOTE.

“The Factors of Shorthand Speed’ has long
been regarded as & shorthand lassie.  Sinee its
author died, the book has been in great demand,
and copies of it have been at a premium. We
consider purselves fortunate in having been able
to purchase the copyright from the heirs of Bir.
Brown, thereby being enabled to place this help-
ful and iogpiring beok in the hands of students
and writers of shorthand.

While much of the advice eontained in **The
Factors of Shorthand Speed’ applies te the
peculiavities of the style of shorthand most in
vogue at the time Mr. Brown aequired the art,
and, in fact, up to the time the book was first
published, there are enough helpful suggestions
of a general nature to well repay perusal by
writers of any avstem. Not a line in the original
book has been changed, and the only addition
iz in the form of cecasional footnotes containing
comments of an explanatory nature.

Tue Gress PupLisming CoMPANY,

New York, June 1, 1910,






INTRODUCTORY.

"The Speed Secret"

It is a sad fact that many a student, after de-
voling months to the study of an art which
temptingly offers itseli as a system of swift
writing, finds himself unable to use the art with
even the rapidity of longhand, Other students,
somewhat more suecessful, fail after long con-
tinued efforts to obtain amannensis speed. Still
others, possessing for months or years the skill
of the office stenographer, find themselves con-
stantly baffled in their attempts to follow some
of the easiest of public speakers. The young
shorthand writer, aspiring to “‘speed,’’ and per-
haps working hard to secure the much-coveted
prize, feels often as if there must be some
““geeret’’ which others have found, but which
has eluded his own patient search.

Appealing to this eager desire for the **spead
seeret,” there appear from time to time men
who are ready ‘‘for & consideration’’ to com-
municate some ‘‘short and easy’ method of re-

]



§ THE FACTORE OF SHORTHAND BPEED,

moving the ponderouns obstaeles that block the
young stenographer’s path, While I write, there
lies on my desk a pamphlet purporting to eome
from an “‘offieial reporter,”’ and attractively
styled ““ The Spred Seeret.”™ A purt of the pre-
eions 1nformation which this pammphlet offers to
the world for the pallry sum of fifly eenls, ig the
following:

“(rood speed practice for the haod is to write
the Ogure three as rapidly as pussible. Yoo will
be zurprised to find how few threes you ean
makie the st minute, aml equally sarprised to
find how guickly practies nereazes speed. The
sustained precigion of hand required to make a
conple of handred threes rapidly 18 Just what is
reqiired for shoarthand.”

But the apeed secret™ 18 nof always offered at
sa low a price a3 fitty cents. There lies before
me another version of the *'speed seerel,’” which
{thongh comprized i two tvpewritten pages)
g bieen solil fo nomy g “spead?” seeker for five
dollars, The auther’s wdviee 1o thi cize eovers
bt two pointz: Fiest, copy over and over again
atud then repeatedly wille fram dietation, some
of the published specimens of the anthor’s short-
hand: sceond, take care that the dietation iz al-
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ways about five words a minute slower than the
rate at which you can write!

Another author undertakes to show ““how
great 4 gain may be realized by writing short-
hand with both bands simultancously ! *‘It is
evident,”” he says, ‘‘that if we can write 100
words per minute with the richt hand, and 90
wilh the left, we can write 190 words per min-
ute, provided we can unite the capaeity of the
two hamds. That 13 accomplished by employing
each hand to write each alternate word of a pas-
gage. For example, ‘To be contents his natural
degire,” ‘To' may be written with either hand;
but we will suppose it i3 written with the left
hand. A little in advance ‘he’ may he written
with the mght hand; and in advance of this,
‘contents’ with the left: then ‘his' with the
riccht ; ‘natural” with the left hand; and *desire’
with the right hand.”

Unfortunately this anthor does not state that
he or any one else has ever been able to reduce
thig =cheme, zo beautifol in theory, io actual
practiee.

Sometimes the shorthand student, disappoint-
ed arain and again in his efforts to write rapid-
Iy, sayvs to himself, “*My hand will move only so



