LIFE OF
GEORGE CRABBE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649633647

Life of George Crabbe by T. E. Kebbel

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



T. E. KEBBEL

LIFE OF
GEORGE CRABBE

ﬁTrieste






L1FE
OF

GEORGE CRABBE

BY

T. E. KEBBEL, MA.

LONDCN
WALTER SCOTT, 24 WARWICK LANE
MEW YORK i THOMAS WHITTAKER
TORONTO ! W, J. GAGE AND CO,
TRESE,

(AL riphts reserved)



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L

Fan
Crabbe bom at Aldelurgh, 24th December 1754 ; deseription
of the placet his family ; school life; work at home; a
doctor’s apprentice ; enpagement Lo Miss Elmy ; gains a
prize for a poem on ** Hope ;" woiks a5 a warchouseman
in Aldetwerghy goes to London in 1777 ; sets up for him-
self at Aldeburgh in same year; has m severs illness;
abandons his profession, and resolves to scek his forlune

in Londaon, April 1780 . T TR .

CHAFPTER IL

London; Cralibe publishes * The Candidate ;" 1z in lodgings ;
companions ; habits; Jousnal to *Mira ;" disiress and
disappaintment ; letter to Burke: its comsequences ; taleen
into Burke's family ; introduced to Johoson and Reynolds ;
Burke takes **The Libeacy® to Dodsley; its publication
and suecess; Crabbe prepares to take arders; erdained
deagon in December 1781, and priest in 1782 ; returns to
Aldeburgh as Curate ; Thurlow's patronage; becomes
domestic chaplain to Dulee of Rutland in November 1982 ;
description of Delveir Castle ; life at Belvoir ; Crabbe
ill at case | ' ] s B . B . . 24



6 CONTENTS"
CHAPTER IIL
FigE

Belvoir; rambles wilh the Duke; Croxten Kyriel; Dr,
Jobmson and **The Village ;" publication of " The
Village™ in May 1783; Doke of Rutland goes (o
Treland ; the theatres; Mrs Siddons; Crabbe's marriage ;
Belvoir again; Stathern; more poetical work; country
clergy at that time; Crabbe presentsd to the lvings of
Muston snd West Allington; deseription of Musion;
Crabbe's neighbours ; revisits Suffolk ; the Tovell family ;
death of old Mr. Tovell, his wife's uncle; Crabbe settles
in Suffolk ; Glemham ; Parham ; Rendham ; begios the
* Farish Register ; ¥ aociety in the neighbourhood , . 42

CHAPTER IV.

Crabbe compelled to retorn to Muston in 2805 ; IHuonoting-
{onians ; country dinner parties; pabllcation of * Parish
Begister,” of '" The Borough,” of “ Tales in Verse ;"
visit to London in 1813 ; the Lyceum ; Liston; death of
Mrs. Crabbe, on 2184 October 1813 Crabbe's political
opintons ; lesves Muston for Trowbridge im 1814 . . Gb

CHAFTER V.

Trowtridge ; Correspondence with Miss Leadbeater ; Crabbe
in London society; Lady Holland, Lady Cook,
Moore, Campbell, Canning, Lord Lansdowns, Lord Hal-
lawd, Sir Walter Scott ; ©* Tales of the Hall ™ published
in June t8rg; visit to Edinbuorgh; Rogers’s anecdole of
Crabbe and the Duchess of Rotland ; literary friends in

London ; g1



CONTENTS, 7

CHAFTER VI
. PAGK
Declining years ; the Hoores; visit to ITastings ; last look at
the sea ; back at Trowbridge ; illness, and death on 3ed
Felwuary 1832 loss sincerely lamented at Trowbridge ;
Crable's character; conversation; maoners; popularity
a5 a preacher ; method of work ; his descendants | . G4

CHAPTER V¥II

Was Crabbe a preat post?  welght of authority in his favour ;
Lias of Jeffrey and Byron j Crabbe combines characteristics
of Twickenham and Lake Schools ; comparison of Crabbe
with Cowper 3 Crabbe has much in commaon with George
Eliot 3 ** The Newspaper; " * The Villoge ;" condition
of the agricultural laboorer in his day; * The Parish
Register ;" **The thrau.gh'” * Tales of the Hafi;"
lyrieal poems . i ; . ' . 102

CHAPTER WVIIIL

Charge of meanness and wvulgarity brought apgainst Crabbe's
cholee of subjects 3 how far the charge s just; his undoubted
tendency to enlurge on dissgreeable details; really o
satirist ; he preferred going to the middle-classes for
subjects ; did not lake a flattering view of humanity ;
eonstruction  of the tales; his ethies; want of
taste, or rather imperfeclion of taste ; wversification de-
teriorated as he grow older; parody in “*Rejected
Addresses 3 Crabbe the last of the old dynasty of poets ;
he pul the new wine of the medern spirit into the old
bottles of versification ; his combination of excellences
entitles him to take rank with the best of **Great
Wilters™ . T T |

INDEX . . . . . . . . . .13






NOTE.,

i —

LMOST all the sourees of information available
for a life of Crabbe at the date of his death were
exhausted by his son, the Rev. George Crabbe,

in writing his Ffather's biography, which must always
remain the standard work upon the subject.  This was
published in 1834, and since that time has gone through
several editions. Besides what is founded on the
autabiographical memoirs, contributed by Crabbe himself
o the New Menihly Magrazine to accompany his own
portrait, it contains the reminiscences of Moore, Camp-
L+, Lockhart, Mrs. Joanna Baillie, and her friend, Mr.
Duncan, a sketch communicated by Mr. Taylor, of
Trowbridge, one of Crabbe's parishioners, and a good
deal of Crabbe’s correspondence with Mary Leadbeater,
of whom some account will be found in the following
pages. A short sketch of him has been written by
the Rev.. Mr. Bransby, of Carnarvon, and a very good one
by Mr. Bernard Barton in his Hfrforic Sifer of Suffolk,
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published in 1841, together with an engraving of the house
at Aldeburgh in which Crabbe was bom, a mere cottage,
since swept away by the sea. 1 am also indebted to Mr.
Leslie Stephen’s article on Crabbe in the ¥ Dictionary of
National Biography;” and I should also mention Mr.
W. ]. Courthope's interesting little notice prefixed to the
selections from Crabbe in Mr. Ward’s ** English Poets ;"
which, however, [ had not read before my own work
was finished. Through the kindness of the Duke
and Duchess of Rutland, I have been able to glean
some further particelars of Crabbes residence in
Leicestershire, and only regret that my stay at Belvoir
was too short to admit of my wisiting Croxton Kyriel,
the scene of Crabbe’s botanising expeditions when he
was chaplain at the castle. To the Rev. James Furnival,
the Rector of Muston, I am indebted for many interest-
ing little circumstances, which will also be found in the
following pages ; while, in Miss Crowloot of Beccles, I
have had the pleasure of conversing with a lady who
remembers Crabbe well, and who, when a girl of eighteen,
used to stay with him at Trowbridge Eectory. Miss
Crowloot is a cousin of the lady who married Crabbe's
son, the author of the Biography, and to her 1 am
indebted for the account of the poet's descendants,

T.E K -



