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CHAPTER 1.

Tue Winpow.—Tne Hodan HEarr.—THE THER-
MoMETER oF LovE.—A PriLosoPHRR's VIEW.—
SeCRATES,

ERHAPS it may be superfluous to call at-
P tention to the fact that there is a window
in the county clerk’s office besaring the
ingcription, *“Marriage Licenses. These who
have not personally seen that window, a mere
framework, however, surmounted on a desk,
may have read about it in the daily journals,
where the licenses are chronicled day after day
all the year round. Spring and summer, fall
and winter, this window is literally open to those
who, on the right side of our matrimonial laws,
are approaching the connubial life. And from
the time that the office is opened in the morning
till it is closed in the evening the pilgrimage to
this window is incessant. Now it is a solitary
wanderer, whose mind for a long while has been
bent on the matrimonial Mecca. Soon a group
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of several individuals, each faithfully and pa-
tiently waiting for his turn to make oath
—hats off and hands erect—to the effect that
he is the possessor of all the qualifications pre-
scribed by law entitling him to have the knot
tied which is to unite him to the choice of his
- heart or intellect, as the case ma,y. be. And
" the number of all these applicants is growing, in
the course of a year, to guite vast proportions,
the tota! of which may be estimated in round
figures at twenty-two thousand souls.

What a sum of love, intellect and sentiments
this number represents! But what if we could
follow these many souls on their wanderings
through life, say only a couple of years after
their marriage, how wonld we not, in hundreds of
instances, be surprised at the change of love, at
the sorrows, <isappointed expectations, miseries
and calamities, as resnlts of inharmonious matri-
monial unions? The human heart is not always
beating in the sweet tempo of love. It is full of
passions and will sometimes harbor feelings™ in
direct contrast to the saying that man is the
noblest of all creation. The young couple who
adore each other to.day, while they are engaged,
may two years after their wedding curse the
“fate that united them in wedlock.
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As everybody knows, a great deal of poctry
and prose has been written in honor of love.
Poets of both sexes have at ‘all times, and will
most likely to the last day continue to do so,
extolled in writing and speech this feeling or
abstraction, or illusion, a single definition of
which is meaningless. It is with love as with
cold or hot air; it is measured according to its
degree of strength. A thermometer of love,
properly constructed, would show a great many
divisions. Accerding to the notions of our days
the Platonic love is below zero, for the great
philosopher advocated a mere spiritual love
without animal desire. It iz a cold love, abso-
lutely out of fashion, void of passion, admiring
its object at a respectful distance through the
coldest and most unimpassioned contemplation,
A little above zero the degree will show the
chivalrous love, a form well-known from the
middle ages. A chevalier of that time would
not dare to propose, and a lady would not accept,
until he in the arena had broken a lance in honor
of her.” We certainly have chevaliers in Chicago,
but instead of breaking lances after the olden
fashion, nowadays we make our fights in another
manner. We are diplomats and good calcu:
lators, and we do not want to go back to quasis
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barbarian modes to win a girl; and, on the other
hand, she does not wish her lover to enter an
arena even if he had only to fight the famous
John L. It would be an insurmountable task to
describe all the degrees of snch a thermometer.
Its climax would show the blood-heat love with
all its subdivisions,—the enthusiastic, the fanatic,
the blind, the deep, the unrequited, the selfish
love, and so on. The noblest of all the degrees
is by far that which bears the inscription “ pure.”
It predominates among young girls everywhere,
and particularly among those from happy homes.
The pure love is the triumph of the heart over
all ignoble feelings, for it is unselish. It is love
for love's sake alone—If we are not pessimistic,
we cannot but believe that a matrimonial union
between youny people is founded upon some-
thing better than an egotistic calculation. It is
unnatural with young hearts to unite in wedlock, -
that is intended to last until death separates
them, without being animated with a decp feel-
ing for each other. But the strength of this
feeling has, however, to be measured according
to the intellectual standpoint of the parties con-
cerned, according to their mental qualifications,
the culture of mind and heart. Love amongst
peasants is not the same as love amongst people



