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PREFACE.

The following Deeds ave alf, with the excepiions noted,
Preserved in the Charier Room of the Royal Burgh of
Haddinglon. Im spite of the various wvicissitudes thal the
Burgh har suffered from its “auld ynemiss of England)
thote Deeds have Been hept In ferfect presevvabion,  Durimg
the occupation of the Burgh by the Englirh, when besieged by
the Scois and their French auxilfarics, the " evidentis " were
2aken and Aeld o ransoms, af, in the frw Treasuver's account
Books that still remain of (ks sireemth cenlury, similar
sutries to the following ocour —

“ Ttem, to Robart Maitland for agayne
gettin of ye haill evidentis pertaring to ye
towne furcht of ye Inglismannie handis of
yeitly pensioun during his lyftyme, il
Merkis®

The Seals, unfortunalely, have not fared so well, a small
part of the centra of Rotert the Bruce's Seal omly remaiming.
The Sesls attacked to fhe Charier of Robert IL, and to the
latter of fomes TIE. are in an tven more fragmaniary stats,
The other Royal Seals are lolally destroyed.

The Indenture between the Burgh and Maitland of
Lethingion is of interest, as it dears the sicnature of Richard
Maitland, the post.  Sir Rickard not only wrole poctry in his
old age, but €t ix to Km that we owe whal we Enow of the
Poetry of Scotland before Fs Hme.  The old blind statesman
diclaling ks posley lo Kz daughler, Margarei, fooms a
Pathetic picture—

“ Heir Lethington, the statisman, courts the nyne,

Draps peliticks a quhyle and turns divyoe,
Sings the Creation, and fair Eden tint,
And promise made to man, man durst not hint”

The Seal altacked ir broken ; the fagmd' £ indistinct, but &&
shield bears the Lion Rampant of Me . Thec B

T

ing part of the Indenture was destroyed, mngm'ﬂmny




VI

other Maitland Writs, during the troudles in the seventeenth
The Writs, in three fron chesis, were for safely,
after the Battie of Dunbar, hidden undevground in the court-
yard of Balcarves Castle,.  When more scitled Wimes arrived,
after the restoration of Charles 17, the chestls were dug wup,
bt it was found that ¥ dka same { Writs) have besm tofallie
spotied and losed be under-watey coming in throw the loyneing
and seems of the saidis chists®
The following, from the Burgh Books, safers lo lhe
Charier by fames V. —

“ Feb. r542.—Jchn Crummye to get a
pension of 20 lib for life for geting a Greit
Charter from King James V. for the brugh.”

The Burgh of Haddington may be vegarded as rick in
records in spite of i proximily fo the Englisk Border and
ity position divectly om the Ime of march Setween the Soulk
and Edindurgh.  The more recent Deeds may be afterwards
dealt wnth,

J. G WALLACE-JAMES, M.B.

Tyme Houre, Hoddington.




