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PREFACE.

In the following pages I have endeavored to present
& general summary of the basio pathology and epecific
treatmentofsome of the most formidable and destroctive
diseases that afflict and destroy mankind and the lower
animals, for they are directly linked in one continuoua
pathological as well aa physiological chain of life. T
have therein tried to show that all the varied and com-
plex diseases ciassed as scorbutie, necrmmic, typhoid,
zymaotie, septie, infectious, malarisl, gangrenous, pu-
trescent, and allied affactiona, by whatever name deng-
nated, from the simplest to the moat malignant, are
dependent upon, or complicated with, one common
basic,alkaline, pathogenic factor, mostly tha volatile or-
ganic alkali—Ammonia, ineidental to all forms of life,
and differing only in quantity aod the constitational
and loeal manifestations and complieations arising from
diverse aetiological and pathological conditions, yet
underlying and intensifying them all, and thus often
complicating and rendering more severe every form
of disense, even of the simplest kind, for the successful
treatment of which, this primal morbific factor must
be decomposed, neutralized, or removed, which can
ususlly be readily effected by acidulous, antalkaline,
resolving, and counteracting agents, thus simplifying
the hygienic and therapeutic problems in general, and
giving more definiteness and certainty to manitation
and therapeutica, or both preventive and curative
medicine,
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Thus, the recognition and sobversion, or nentraliza-
fion and elimination of this one common salkaline
factor of disease, peetilence, and death, inherent in the
vital economy, as well as derived from extraneous
sources, cannot fail to improve the health and greatly
facilitate the prevention and resolution or cure of
disease of ell kinds, especially those typhoid, septic,
gymotic, contagious and malignant maladies directly
occasioned theraby, that so largely endanger and de-
stroy the lives of humao beings and the inferior
creatures., With the apecial agents for this purpose,
1 have also briefly considerad its collateral relations end
morbific eomplications, with the particuolar remedies
and mensures indicated for the prevention and treat-
ment of these direasea, both simple and complex.

I have thus embodied in general, the results of my
own observations, experience,and studies thereon, with
confirmatory evidence from other sources, believing
them to be correct and in direet accord with seience
and truth. Baut a8 individual observation, experience,
and effort are necessarily limited, I present them for
the serious consideration of the medical profession,
and the severest practical test to which they can be
put in every way in hospitals and sanitaria for the
sick, as well as in private practice, and in quarantine,
and elsewhera throughout the world, for preventive
and curative purposes; believing that both direetly
" and indirectly their practical application will result in
great good in the prevention and cure of some of the
most malignant and devastating disesses, with the
minor “illa to which flegh ie heir,” that so sorely
scourge and destroy human beings with the inferior
forms of life.



]

As it would, of course, regnire & large volume to
treat .of these subjects fr exiense, I have merely pre-
gented a general ontline of the main points and basic
principles of the most practical importance in a hy-
gienic and therapentic point of view, to more directly
concentrate attention therecn and better enable sanita-
rians and physiciane to avert, counteract, and resolve
these morbific plagues with their concomitant evils,

PRILADELFHIA, MNovember 135, 1851,
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THE

BASIC PATHOLOGY

SPECIFIC TREATMENT

aF

Diphtheria, Typhold, Zymotic, Septic, Scorbutle,
Putrescent, and Mephitic Dissases Ganerally.

Ii
INTRODUCTION,

The treatment of diphtheria, typheid, zymotie,
scorbutic, septic, putrescent and correlative diseases,
like all other morbid states, must necessarily be based
upon their basic and true pathology, and although a
knowledge of this is most desirable for the greatest
certainty in the application of remedial measures,
yet, independent thereof, much practical information
of therapeusis may be acquired by enlightened obeer-
vation, experiment, and practice, ag well a8 the more
purely empirical and tentative treatment, or the
casual juvantia 'and lmdentia, especially if supple-
mented with logical induction and deduction, and this
too, even when the mtiology and pathology of any
diseage 1s moet obscure and undetermined, as shown
for instance, in the empirical discovery of the very
general specific effects of cinchona bark with its prin-
cipal alkaloid, quinia, in the prevention and cure of
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