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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This voleme on the government ownership of the telegraph
and telephone, like others of this seriet of Debaters' Handbooks,
is primarily for -ztndents and debaters; vet libraries wishing a
selected bibliography of reasonable length, as well 25 reprints of
recent articles, will find it of wse. As explained in the Intro-
duction, statistics prior to lgo7, and the arguments based upon
them, are so out of datc that they have heen included to only a
very slight extent,

The present service of the telegraph and telephome systems
is fully described uader the headieg General Discossion, whete
erticles discussing government ownership from all points of view
are reprinted. Other articles arguing definitely for the affirma-
tive or negative have heen placed under thosc respeckive head-
ings, and arranged in logical rather than alphabetical order. So
far as possible, the two sides have heen balanced as carefully
as possible.

As is customary in this series, the selections in the reprints
are given but in part, omissions not being indicated. Yet in no
casc has the omission included any senterce or paragraph which
would misrepresent the point of view of the awthor, or invalidate
the honesty of the quotation given.
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