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PREFACE.

There may be, perheps, o kind of temerily in
pressnting to public aotice & Folume of Poema
at the present a@ra, in which sv much Postry, of
every description, iz contineally yruing from the
press.  But fo apolagice ir vselesz; for iff a
work of dhie Rind fe realfy unworthy of regard,
no apolopy, it ix fikely, will de deemed odeguate
to the felly ond presumption of the awthor, in
intruding on the gttention of the public; osd if,
Jrom its intrinsic worth, i Was o claim on thet

abtontion, then cerlaindy no one i secessary.

Berides, readers in generol, are more anvions
fo keow wha! o bosg conteing, then whot were

the writer's reasons for publishing it

It ir Bowever presamed, that the suthor may be
allowed to say thus much, with regard to the
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present production, thet whatever defecer the keen
eye of criticiam may discover in the poestry, it will
find no senfiments incwlonded bat those which, in
proportion s they predominate, condwce not only
to the improvement, 5mi fo the elevation of the

Buman characier.

FFith rezard to the Tegendary taler contained
in the priscipel peem, it may be proper just to
ohserve, that thoy are well known o the native
inkabitants of the neighbowrkood, where the avents
they record are said s Rave tramepired ; hoving
Been Randed down by oral traditicm, with o sort
af sacred carcfulnces, from age io age, together
with many others relating fo the same spoi; the
tnserdion of which, whife it might have readered
the peen of a tiresome fenpth, would Aave given
it the characier rother of a metrical romance

than u deseriptive poem.

Unpatranized and unkaown By the Jearnoed and
the grect, the suthor prescals Aor fitgle Falume
b0 o candid public; whose decisiuny in literary
cares are seldam wegenerous, and agoiust which
thers lies mo appesi.
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"VALLIS VALE.

i
. Datrotustian,

i

I8 there & sonl that doss not love,
"Midst Nature's lovely wilds to rove,
And view the ever-varyiog sceme

Of wood and beath, and shady green ;
Insensate to the joya that rize,

From view of ocean, earth, and skies ¢
Who never ¢ared ot thougbt to lovk,
In Nature's great imstroctive book;




