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Brtraot from the Trust-Dieed crecuted by the
late John Fernley.

. 'The demgn of the Hermom or Looture shell be, to
oxplain and defond the Theological doetrinas or the Eoclesi-
astical pality of the Weslernn Mothedist Connoxion, with
spacinl reforonce and adaptabion S0 the pocegsities of the
times, and with a view to the bencfit of the Candidotos who
aro ahout to b ordained by the Confersmoe to the Ministry,
and of other Ministers, and alse of the Laymen who oeually
attond the Conferemce Committees, and the subject of the
Bermon or Lecturo shall be fixed in aecordence with thia
deaign.’




PREFACE

I mave sought to earry ent the purpose of the
Founder of this Lecture gs indicated in the Trust-
Deed, and, with others, I have found it diffeunlt in
a single treatise to meet the needs of & popular
audience, and to satisfy the domands of those already
veraed in hiblical study and criticiam,

/The subject committed to me iz vne which will
exhanst powers far greater than those which I
possess, but such study as I have been able to secure
has convineed me of its suprema importance at the
present time, and I have endeavoured to bring before
those whe have entered into the Methodist Com-
munion of the Christian Church the findings of
recent criticism of the Gospels, and to indicate the
effect of such criticiam on the wessage which those
Gospels declare.

The lecture makes no claim to originality.
Thoughts gathered from many authors will appear
in the pages which follow; and while I have sought
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% Preface

to make what ackuowledgement was possible, a con-
siderable amount of indebtedness muat remain unex-
pressed, My colleagues on the Staff of Handsworth
College have laid me nnder great obligation for wise
counsel generously given. I am specially indebted
to Dr. Tasker and to the Rev. ®. N. Flew, the latter
of whom has been kind enough to read and correct
the proofa,
W. W. HoLDpswWoRTH.

Hawpaworta Connras,
June 191T.
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