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‘... he [Charles Renourier| was
one of the greatest of philesophic
characters, and but for the dectsive
impression made on me in the
seventies by his wmosterly advocacy
of pluralism, I might never have
got free from the monisiic supersti-
tion under which I had grown up.
The presend volume, tn short, might
never have been writlen. This s
why, feeling endlessly thankful as
I do, T dedicate this texi-hook to the
great Renoutier's memory.” [165]



PREFATORY NOTE

For several vears before his death Professor Wil-
liam James cherished Lhe purpose of stating his
views on certain problems of metaphysics in a
book addressed particularly to readers of phi-
losophy. He began the actusl writing of this
*‘introductory text-book for students in metaphys-
ics,” ns he onece called ity in March, 1909, and to
complete it was at last his dearest ambition. .
Bul illness, and other demands on his diminished
strenglh, conlinued 1o interfere, and what is now
published is all that he had suecceded in writing
when he died in August, 1910,

Two typewritten copies of his unfinished manu-
seripl were found. They had been correcled sep-
arately, A comparizon of the independenl alter-
ations in the two copics showed few and slight
differences of phrase and detail, and indicated no
formed intenlion lo make substantial changes; yet
the anthor perhaps expeeted to make some further
alterations in a final revision if he ecould finish the
book, for in @ memorandum dated July 26, 1910, in
which he directed the publication of the manu-
script, he wrote: *Say # €3 fragmentary and unre-
vised.

This memorandum continues, *Call i *“ A begin-
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PREFATORY NOTE

ning of an introduction to phitosophy.” Say that 1
haped by if to round out my system, which now is foo
much like an arch built only on one side)

In compliance with the author’s request left in
the same memorandum, his pupil and friend, Dr.
L. AL Kallen, has compared the Lwo versions of the
manuseript and largely prepared the book for the
press. The divisions and headings in the manu-
seript were incomplete, and for helpful suggestions
as to these grateful acknowledgments are also due
Lo Professor R. B. Perry.

Hexngy Jaups, Jr.
Cavpringe, March 25, 1911,



CONTENTS
CHAPTER I

Pmicosoray aso rs ORITICE . . . . . 4 . . 3

Philesopliy and those who write it, 3. What philosophy is,
4. Tts value, 6. Iue enemies aml their objections, 8. Objoe-
tion that it is wapracticad answered, 9. ‘Thiz objectivn in the
light of history, 1 T'hilosoply as ‘man thinking,' 15, Oririn
of man's present waps of Lhinkiog, I6. Heieues as apecinlized
philosopliy, 21, Philesoply the residnnm of prollems nnsalved
by scicnee, 23, TFhilosophy weced vot e dogmatie, 25, Not
divereed from veality, 26, Philosophy na * metaphysies, " 97,

CHAPTER 11

Tor Propreas oF Meraroveres - . . o o . o 28

Examples of metapbysical problems, 24, Melaphysics de-

fined, §1. MNuture of metaphvaieal problems, 32, Rativnalism
and empiricism 1o metaphysica, 3+

CLHAPTER IIT

1TwE I'kobLev or BEG . . . . . . . . . . 38
Selhopenhaver an the origin of the problem, 35, Various
teeatments of the prollem, A0 Rationalist sud cwmpiricist
treabinents, 42, Same amonnt of existence must be begred by
all, 45,  Conservalion va, ereation, 435,

CHAPTER IV

Perorer axp Coxenrr — Tie Turvonr or CoscErrs. 47
Their differencs, 47, The coveeptunl veder, S Coneept-
pal knowledge ; the ratiooalist view, 55. Coveeptoal koow-
ledge ; the empiricist view, 67, The content wwl funetion of
congepts, 53. The pragmatic rule, 59, Exawmples, 62, Ori-
gin of concepts in their utility, 63. The theorelic nse of con-
cepts, 66, Tn the o priord selences, 67, Awod in physies, TO,
Concepts bring new values, TL.  Hwwmary, T
1X



CONTENTS

CHATPTER ¥

PercerT Axp Coxerrr — Tur Apvse or Coxeeers . 75
The intellectualist croed, 73, IDlefects of the conceptial
translation, 78, The insuperalility of sensation, 79, Why con-
cepts are inadegoate, 81, Origin of intelloctnalism, 83, Inad-
equacy of intellectnalism, 84, Exumnples of puzzles introduced
by the conceplual dranslation, 53. Delatien of philosophers
to the dialectic difficnlties, D1, The seeptics and Hegel, 92,
Bradiey on peecepd and concept, 2, Cricticism of Dradley, 85
Sumoary, 96.

CHAFPTER VI

Percrer axp Conorrr— Some ComoLoaries. . . 98
I. Novelty becomes pussible, 98, IL Conceptual systems
are distinet realms of reality, 100 IIY, The sif-sameness of

ideal olijects, 102 1V, Concepts und percepls are consubstan-
tial, 107, V. Ao ebjectivo replicd tu, 109,

CHAPTER VII

Tne Osmavprore Mawy . o .« .« . .+ . 113
Plurilism vs, mooizm, 113, Kinds of meonism, 116, AMlys-
tieal monism, 1168, Monisni of substanee, 119, Critique of
substance, 121, Pragmatic analvsiz of oneness, 124, Kinds
of oneness, 126, TTnaty by coneatenation, 120 Tnity of pur-
pose, meaving, 181, Unidy of origin, 132 Summary, 132

CHATTER YIII

Tee Oxr axp ruk Baky (CoXTINUED)— VALUES AND
DEFPEETR ocw: o0 50 w0 5 ow w w0 e S o bn LRt
The monistic theery, 185 The valae of alsolute onciess,
186, Tes defects, 135, The ploralistic theory, 1400 Tts de-

feets, 142, Its advantages, 142, Monism, pluralism aod wov-
elty, 143,

X



CONTENTS

CHAPTER IX

Tut Prosiem or Noverty . . . . .« « . . 147

Perceptual novelty, 148. Science and novelty, 1489, Persousl
experience and novelty, 151,  Novelty and the infinite, 153,

CHAPTER X

Noveoty AND THE InFivite -— Tue CoNCEPTUAL
b 1. PO G R R O~ R <
The discontinuity thesey, 154, Tha eontinuity theory, 153,
Zeno's paradexes, 157, NKant's antinomies, 1600 Ambiguiy
of Kant's statement of the problem, 162, Rescuvier's solu-
tion, 164, iz aclution favors novelty, 164,

CHATTER X1

Noverry awp e Ixviwiee — Tuk PeRCEPTUAL
WIBW. o = o 2 & om0 oo % G o s cihig
The atanding infinite, 167. Ita pragwatic defiuition, 165,
The growing infinite, 170, The prowisg indute nust be
treated as discontinoous, 172 Dhja-.::tinns, 173 (1) The
number-contionam, 173 (2) The “uvew infinite,” 175
The new infinite is paradozieal, 176, 7 Transfinite numhbers,”
177, Their uses and defects, ITH.  Tussell’s selution of Zene's
paradox by their means, 180, The szolotion crifivized, 151,
Conelnsions, 184, (1) Coneeptual teansformation of poreep-
tual ezperience turns the infinite nbe a problon, 183, (2) 0t
leaves the problem of novelty where it was, 187,

CHAPTER XII
Moverry anp  CamsatmoN — The CoscerTUAL
YW « « .« . T

The principle of eausality, 180, Arstotle on eausation, 17,
Seliclasticism on the efficiont cause, 191, Cecasionalism, 194,
Leiboitz, 105, Homee, 196, Criticiam of Home, 198, Kaut,

xi



