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PREFATORY.

The great interest manifested by the public in the com-
memaorative ceremonies- of the 30th ultimo, the disappoint-
ment of many in not being able to attend, together with the
universal desire expressed that the proceedings shounld ap-
pear in some durable form for preservation, have induced
those having the matter in charge to publish this report.

There are many persons, officers of the Government and
eitimens in private life, whose generous support it would be
grateful and pleasaut to mention, but to do this would
greatly enlerge this pamphlet and be bot a poor ackoowl.
edgment of the ostimate in which these tokens of eympathy
are held. ‘With but two or three exceptions, (and it were
perhape better not to allode even to thess,) every request
made by the several committees in perfecting the arrange-
ments for the occasion was readily granted, and wherever
comrades went the kindest sympathy and most genergus aid
were cheerfully bestowed. It does not fall within the scope
of this report to relate the scenes and incidents, the detsils
of the arrangementa and the manner of decoration, the ob-
joct being merely to give what was said, together with the

order of the exercises, |
N. P. CIIIPMAN,

Chairman Committes of Arrangemenis.
Wasumwerox, D, C., June 7, 1868,



MEMORIAL CEREMONIES.

At one o'clock, p.m., N. . Ginpmm, chairman of Com-
mittec of Arrangements, ealled the andience to order, and
said:

CoMRADES AND FRIENDS;

Wo are aesembled to commemorate, in gome fitting man-
ner, the deeds of those who lic in this national cemetery, and
to offer a tribute to their deathless memory.

We are here st the eall of the commander-in-chief of our
Order, and to join in ceremoniea which are tranapiring at
ikis bour all over the land, wherever the grave of a esoldier
is known or a loyal heart remembers with gratitude the noble
sacrifices of our gallaut dead.

The General Ovder to which Thave alluded will be read by
the Assistant Adjutant General.

W. T. Corrixs then read the following:

HEATQUARTERS (JRA¥D ARMY 0F TEE LREFUBLIC
Apurayr UEVERAL'E OFFICE, £16 FovsTEENTH #1.,
Wathington, L. ¢, May 5, 1958,
Grsreal Ounens
Mo 11,

L. The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with
Llowers or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades whe died in defense of
their conntry doring the Ieta rebsllion, and whose hodies now lis in almost
every city, village, and hamlet church-yard in the land. To this cbaarvance
no form of ceremony is prescribad, but posts and comrades will in their own
way arrangs guch fitting services and téstimoniala of Tespect ss eircumatances
Ay parmit.

We are organized, comrades, as our regolations tall ve, for the purpoee, smong
other things, " of preserviog and streogtheniog those kind and fraleroal felings
which have bound together the soldiers, sailors, end marines who nuited to
suppress the late rebellion.”  What ean aid mere o pasure this result than by
cherisling tenderly the memovy of our herpic desd, who made their bresats a
barricads betweaen onr conntry and its foss, Thaeir soldier lives wers the rev-
eille of freedom to a race in cheins, and their deaths the tattoo of rebellions
tyranny in arme. Wo should goard their praves with sacred vigilance, All
that the conseerated wonlth and taste of the nation enn add teo their adernment
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and security, is buk & fitting tributo to the memory of her slain definders. Let
no wanton foot tread rudsly on snch hallewed grounds. et pleasant paths
invite the coming and going of reverent visitors mod fond mournera. Lot oo
vandalism of avarice or negleet, no ravages of tima testily to the presantor to
the coming geunerations, that we have forgotten as a people the cost of o free
and undiyided Republic.

Tf other eyes grow doll, and other hands elack, and other hearta cold in the
soiemn trust, ours shall keop it well as long 2s the light and warmth of life
Temains to ns, 1

Let ns, them, at the time appointed gather aronnd their spered ramaine and
purland the passionless monnds abowe bhemn with the choicest Sowers of apring
time; let us raise zhove them the dear old flag they saved from dishonor; let
4 in this sulemn presence renew our pledges to aid and assiat those whom Lhey
hawe Jeft among ue, & sacred charge upon a nation’s gratitude—the soldier’s
and sailor’s widow and orpham.

TT, Ttis the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to insupgurale this oheery-
anca with the hope that it will be kepl up from year to year, while a survivor
of the war remaing te honor the memory of his deparied comrades, Tla ear-
nestly desires tha public press to call sitention to this order, and lend its
frisndly aid in bringing it to the notice of comrades in /il parts of the country
in time for simultzneous compliance thevewith.

1Ll Dopartment Commandsra will uee every effort to make this ordor cfue-
tive. By order of—

JOIIN A BOGAN,

Oicial: N. P, CHIFMAN,
WM. T. COLLINS, 4. 4. & Adjutan! General.

Frayer—By Rev, Byrox SuxpeRLARD, D, D

Almighty sed Everlasting God—ibe God and Fasher of our Lord and Sevieur
Josus Christ—the God of our futhers end oor Gud—who bast the eare of all tha
ends of tho earth, O, thou Crestor, Preserver, aud Bsuefaclor of the World,
wigese providence is over every living thing, aud who dosl cause the seasons to
keep their annunl ronnds, and from she desth and drowsiness of winter dost
evoke the life and baanty of the spring, bow great and manifold are the tokens
of Thy presence, and of Thy resurrection power, as all nature wakes again glo-
rionz in ths garnitore of flowers, and filled with melodies of the time whan the
ainging of hirda 1e coma,

We pray thes, oh Lord, mereifslly to remembar ug for good, a8 wo bave coms
forth this day, amoug Thy people, to acknowledge Theo; and, us Thy servants
of old time did for themselves and for Thy chosen nation, to eall wpon Thy
name sod te spresd oul our supplications befors Thes, Far we ars come this
day to the cities of the dead—we are ¢owe to the sepnlchres of our heroes, slain
and fallen in battle with sl the host of them that cownted not their lives dear
wnte them for the sacred cause of God, and of country, and of homanity, and
by which price they have mede of this lond one greater than Thermopyim, an
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have filled it in all ils borders with freedom's shrines. Beeause we have coma
to monrn thie day for those who slaep, and to pay to their memory the uimost
tendernsss of our regards. Hetanss we bave come to weep with those who smr-
vive, that the mission of our country sould be necomplished only ot so great &
racrifics, Heconse we have come, Oh Tword, likewiee to mingls with our teara
and sorrows a gratelal eensa of our daliverance and our trivmph over appalling
dangers, while wa cover with sar]:mrla and freah flowers tha Fraves of ome
noble sons, Ilecanss we have come to take from the lap of sarth thess naw
children that have aprung in such abundanes of loveliness and in such fra-
grance of inconse, und east them back upon the mother that brought them forth,
in testimony that there s mothing loo delicals, nothing teo besubiful to be
Iavished npon the romombrance of lhose who have sealed with blood their
devotion to the holy work of God and man.

Yet, oh Tard, we well do know that thess blooms of earth will fade; these
blossoma will wither and perish where they fall. Well do we know thal they
will retern ¢n mingls with the sagred mould of those who onee stood cpasa
living rampart arainet the viclenge of tresson—agsainst the fury of rehallion;
etill do we pray that other hands, year after year, may strow them wfresh, as
we da thia day. We pray that every epring-time may riss with its prophet
voies to tsll ua thot thers ia glovy and immortality in the teoth, That how-
ever aasailad, however horne down for a tims, the eternal years of (fod are
Bor's. And we pray, teo, that her's may be the hearts of men thet never guail,
though in the midsk of living perfidics thal make tho soul turn wick.  Wo pray,
too, that her's loo mway be the hands of men hint hawe borne the liro of every
martyr for the pricsless comse of liberty and justice. We pray, too, thal her's
may he the vowa of men who, though beirayed and oniraged in the homse ef
their own friends, will net yet forget their doty—will not yet foreake the
charge that has been imposed upon them—whether throogh the sophistsies of
a perverted judgmant, er through the temptations of & corrupt ambition, or
through the baser briborivs of mammon, which, while they decoivo, both defile
snd degrade sur manhoud to the lowest depihe of infamy.

And now, oh Lord our €od, wo appeal Lo Thee by the uniled voies of our
prayer for the integrity and rectitude of our nation in all coming time, snd for
the benefita and Elarsings of amity, equality, and {raternity, for na ud for all
men thronghout the world, we cry to Thes from among the graves of those
whom Thou didst chovse to win the victory in the last great strupple for the
welfare of mankind. And we pray, Thes, now especiully, to ook down upon
us in Thy merey, and bless us.  Blose the pencral and ollicors, snd seldicrs and
sailors of the Army sad Nevy of the Uniled Slatos—Lhose (il msy be lo-day
sasembled hero or elsewhers, in all the land, for the same afecting purpose.
Bleea all the paople of owr country, and confirm to us the frnits of the lale war
in the empncipstion of millions that had been growing in bondege, sod in the
axalled aims that have sustained this peopls in such great advancemont., Give
& npi\‘:ii'nnl re!'igi.on, May Chrietianity prevail ameng ue in 1ta original
purity, May it not ha to ve an empty riteal, bot a daily covenant hetwesn
God and men, and batween man and his fellow-men. Aad we pray that the
machinations and efforts of demagagues—tibat the pastilence aad poison of mers
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partizan politice—may bo thoroughly purged from among ua aa the bane, for-
ever, of all republics, and the certain precarsors of their disester and downfall,

And, ob Lord, a0 long as the sovereignby of this greal pecple aball be com-
mitted to the work of constitutional freedom—ts the work of Liborty regulstad
by law—to the work of and squality for all men withont distivetion—so loog
do we pray that Thon will uphold the honor of thie (fovernment, and give its
name and i3 prowess respeot among the peoples of the earth. For well we
know that whensoaver this mation shall depart from thess great IighLﬂ, and
wandar darkening in the gleom and sureery of despotism and oppression, then
wilt Thou make bare Thine arm nnd strike down the whole political fahric
under which we liva,

Avd now, oh Lord, we implors thess bleasings wpon ws—we deprecats
these judgmente from us—not in our own name, nOT NPON OOF 0wa werits, but
alons o the nams and upon the merits of Mim whose name is dbove overy
namo, aod will endure forever. And nnto the Father, Hon, snd Holy Ghosl,
will wa sseribe unceasing sod undivided preises,  Amen,

Hymn—Euotitled * Honor to the Scldier”” Kight yoices®

The Hon. Jaurs A, GARFIELD was then introduced, and
spoke as follows :

1 amn oppressed wikle o sense of the impropristy of uttering words on this
oceasion. I silence I8 ever golden, il must bo hers beside the graves of Afleen
thoneand men, whoss lives were more sipnificant than spesch, and whoss death
was & poem the music of which esn never be sung,  With words, we make
promices, plight fatth, praise virloe. Promises muy nob be kept ; plighted faith
Tany ha broken| and vannted virtue be only ihe gnuning wask of vice. We
do not know one prowiss thess men mads, ona pledgs they gave, cae word they
spoka; bot we do know they summed up and perfected, hyo;mgupmmc ack, the
highest wirtues of men und citizens.  For love of country they ancepted dealh |
and in that wel they resolved all doubis, and made immortal their patriotisne
and their virlue

For the noblest man that lives there slill rewaing o confiict.  Te moat atill
withistand the assaults of tims and fortune; must still be asssiled by tempta-
tions before which lofty natures have fallen. Bnt with fhess the conBict wae
endod, Uhe vistory was won, when death stawped on them the great seal of
heroic charpater, and closed a raenrd which yearz cen never blok

T know of nothing more appropriate on this ooension, than to inquirs what
bronght these men hare. What high motive lad them to condense life into an
hour, ard to erown that hour by joyfully weleoming death ! Teet us consider,

Fight yoara ago this was the most unwarlikenation of the sarth, For uearly
Lty yowrs, uo spof, in sny of these Btaies, had boen the sceno of batils, Thirky
millions of peopla had pn army of less than ten Shousand men. The faith of
our people in the stability and permaneoee of thefr instilutions, was like their
faith in the sternal courss of nature. Deace, liberty, snd personsl security,
were blessings as common and universal as sunehine, and ehowers, and fruitfal

# These woes Amajetr spgers of the cily who kindly voluutesced iely serviocs. Soms of them
Are comrades.
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seasons ; and all sprang from a single soures—the principle declared in the Pil-
grim covenant of 1620-—that all owed dus submission end obesdisnce te the
lawfully expressed will of the mejority. Thisis not one of the dogtrines of our
political eystem—it ia the sysiem itaelf. Tiis onr pelitical firmemont, in which
all other iroths are seb, as stars in heaven. It in the encasing sir; the hreath
of the nation's life. Against this principle the whole weight of the rebellion
was thrown.  Its overthrow would have brought such ruin as might follow in
e physical universe, if the power of gravitation wore destroyad, and—

“Nature's copoord bryke,
Amnne the constellations war wera sprung,
Apd planets, rushing from aspect mallgn
Of Acrcost opposition, in mid-sky
Ehould combat, and thelr jarring spheres confound,™

The nation waa snmmoned to arms, hy every high motive which can inspire
men. Twao centuries of freedom had made its people unfit for despotism,  They
must save their Government, or miserably perish.

As 5 Hash of lightning, in 2 midnight tempest, revesls the abyamal hogrors of
the son, so did ths Hush of the first gun disclose the swiul abyss inte which
rebellion was ready to plunge ue. In 2 moment, the firs was lighted in twenty
million haarts. In a momant, we wers the most warlike nation om the earth.
In a moment, we wera not meraly a paople with =n army—wa wers s prople in
arms, The nation wae in eolome—mnot 211 aé the front, bot all in the arrsy.

I lova to believe that no heroic eacrifics is ever lost.  That thd characters of
wmen sre moulded and inspired by what their fathers bave dooe—-thul treasarad
up iz American eouls, are all the nneonscious inflnences of the great dewds of
the Anglo-Saxon race, from Agincoart to Tonker ITiL It was such suinfinenca
whick led & young Gresl, two thonaand yeara agn, when he heard the newe of
Marathon, to sxclaim, ** The trophies of Miltiades will not let wy sleep.”  Conld
these wen be silent in 186G1—these, whose ancestors had felt tho inspivabion of
battle on every fld where civilization had fought in the lust thowsand years?
Reod their npswer in Uhin greon lurf  Each for himsell gathered wp all the
cherished purposes of life iis sime and ambitions, its dearest afections—and
Bung all, with life itzelf, into the scale of hatils.

We legan the war for the Tnion alons, bot we had pot guon fur info ite
darkness befors & new element wos added to the confict, which illed the army
and the nation with cheerfol but intanes religions enthusisam. In lessons thul
could mot be misundarstngd, the Nation was tanght that God had linked io sur
own, the destiny of an enclaved race—that their liberty snd vur Union wers
indead "' ome and inseparable,” It waa this that mads the soul of Jolin Brewn
the marching companion of our soldiers, and made (bew sing as they weat down
o battlo—

“ In the beanty of the llijes Christ was born across the see,
With o glory in hiz bosom which tranafignres yon and me;
Ag he died Lo make men holy, let s die (o male men free—

While God L marching on,"

With auch inapirations, failure was impozible. The struggle consecraled, in

aome degres, every man who bore a worthy part. I can naver forgel an ingi-



