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PREFACE
BY THE GENERAIL EDITOR

THE General Editor of Tk Cambridpe Bible for
Sehools thinks it right to say that he does not hold
himself responsible either for the interpretation of
particular passages which the Editors of the several
Books have adopted, or for any opinion on points of
doctrine that they may have expressed. In the New
Testament more especially questions arise of the
deepest theological import, on which the ablest and
most conscientions interpreters have differed and
always will differ. His aim has been in all such
cases to leave each Contributor to the unfettered
exercise of his own judgment, only taking care that
rn-g:rc controversy should as far as possible be avoided.
He has contented himself chiefly with a careful
revision of the notes, with pointing out omissions, with
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suggesting occasionally a reconsideration of some
question, or a fuller treatment of difficult passages,
and the like.

Beyond this he has not attempted to interfere,
feeling it better that each Commentary should have
its own individual character, and being convinced
that freshness and wvarlety of treatment are more
than a compensation for any lack of uniformity in

the Serjes,
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PREFACE,

Axoxc the many enigmas of the Old Testament the
book of Ecclesiasies is pre«<minently enigmatic. It comes
before us as the sphinx of Helrew literature, with its unsolved
riddles of history and Jife. It has become almost a proverb
that every interpreter of this book thinks that all previous
interpreters have been wrong. Its very title has received
some dozen dizcordant interpretations. The dates assigned
to its anthorship by competent experts range over very
nearly @ thousand years, from B C o999 to B G fo. Not
less has been the divergence of opinien as to its structure
and its aims. It has been regarded as a formal treatise,
or as a collection of vnconnected thoughts and maxims,
like the Medrfagrons of Marcos Aurelius, or Pascal's Pemséer,
or Hare's Guesrer af Truthy or as a dialogue, though without
the names of the interlocutors, after the manner of Plato;
or like the discussions between the Dot and the fgnorante,
that form a prominent feature in the teaching of the Italian
Jesuits, and in which the writer holds free debate with his
opponents’.  Those who take the latter view are, unfortu-
nately, divided among themselves as to which interlosutor
in the dialogue represents the views of the writer, and

! See Ginsburg's exhaustive survey of the literature of Ecclesiastes in
the fafraduction to bis Commentary, Herder may be pamed as the
author ‘of the Dislogue theory, buc he bas been followed by many
others.



