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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

T

ENGLISH TRANSLATION

As Messrs, Brpgow and WinLramg somo yeors ago made acareful
and accorate translation into English of my * Modern Theories
of Chemistry,” I very gladly accepted their friendly propesal to
nnderfake the translation of this smaller book,

It may appear somewhat doonbiful whether the leng-felt
want of & small text-beol oo Theoretical Chemnistry has not
heen satistied by the books recently published by Polis, Romsen,
and Ostwald, These beoks ave themselves so different from one
another and from mine in method and intention and in their
conelusions, that thev nll may be abls to exist side by side,  This
conclusion is satisfactorily confirmed by the ready recoption
which the German edition of my book has received.

In writing this work I have not considered the requirements
of students alone, but have been desirous of offering something
to those fiiends of scientific investigation who have neither the
intention nor the time to concern thewnselves with the details of
chemical investigation, but wish %o become acquainted with the
general conclasions nrrived af.

With this object in view I have abstained from too large a
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nge of the nomerical results of observations and measurements,

and have avoided giving detailed descriptions of experimental
methoda,

The book has, therefore, in the main been written from
memory, and nomerical examples have been takenm from the
existing literature only where it appeared absolntely necessary
for the clearer understanding of the subject. The general—I
may say the philosophical—review of the subject has been my
chief aim, to which the details should be subordinated. T may,
perhaps, be permitted to express the hope that this mode of
treatment will especially mest with approval in England, where
so wide a circle of readers interest themselves in the gemeral
results and conclusions of scientific investigations.

LOTHAR MEYER.

TUBINGES : Decrember 30, LBHL.



TRAN SMTORS‘ PREFACE.

TrE reception which our translation of Lothar Meyer's ¢ Modemn
Theories " met with, has encouraged us to present to the public
an English version of the acthor's smaller and less technieal
work on Chemical Philosophy,

The revised sheets have been submitted to the anthor, and
we have gladly availed ourselves of the valuable saggestions he
has made. As the nature of the book is set forth in the author's
preface epecially written for this translation, there remains only
to add that we trust this book may not only be found valuable
to the student of chemistry, but also to those who are interested
in science generally.

THE TRANSLATORS.

Januwary, 1892,



