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This work is, Indesd, the Grst children’s picture book.—
ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA, gTH Eprrion, vi, 2,

xe
SYRACUSE, N. Y.:

C. W. BARDEEN, PUBLISHER,
1387,

Copyright, 1887, by C. W. Baspeen,



v wmy

~

-

S l-..;t'—'"

Edvc
324?'87 I : -:I_

1960, Now. 3/,
T e R 2ty

o '

It may not ba generaily known thet Comenius was ong:
solicited to become President of Harvard Collage. The follow
ing Is & quotation from Veol. II, p. 14, of Cotton Mather'
MAGHALIA:

""That bﬂ.l\mnldm-n, Jol Amos Co i the fam:
of whose worth has been TRUMPETTED as far as more than thrae
languages ‘whereof everyone is indebted unto his Janua ) coulé
earry it, was indeed agreed withal, by one Mr. Winthrop 1o his
travels through the LOW COUNTRIRS, to come over to New Eng-
land, and {llominate their Colledge and counTY, in the quality of
a President, which was now become wvacant, But the solicla-
tions of the Swedish Ambassador diverting him another way,
that incomparable M ian b not an American.”

‘This was on the resignation of Presideot Dunsier, in 1654 —
Norz or Pror. Pavynx, Cowmreaviz's History or Epucarion,
Boston, 1886, ». 125




Epittor’s PrRerACE.

When it is remembered that this work is not only
an educational classic of prime importance, but that
it was the first picture-book ever made for children
and was for a century the most popular text-book in
Eurcope, and yet has been for many years unattaina-
‘ble on account of its rarity, the wonder s, not that
it is reproduced now but that it has not been repro-
duced before. But the difficulty has been to find a
satisfactory copy. Many as have been the editions,
few copies have been preserved. It was a book chil-
dren were fond of and wore out in turning the leaves
over and over to see the pictures. Then as the old
copper-plates became indistinct they were replaced
by wood-engravings, of coarse execution, and often
of changed treatment, Von Raumer complains that
theedition ot 1755 substitutesfor the original cut of the
Soul, (No. 43, ashere given, ) a pictureof an eye,and in
a table the figures L. I. IL I, L. I1., and adds that it is
Aiffigult to recognize in this an expressive psycholog-
ical symbol, and to explain it. In an edition I have,
published in Vignna in 1779, this cut is omitted alto—
gether, and indeed there are but 82 in place of the
157 found in earlier editions, the following, as npum-
be ‘ed in this edition, belng omitted :

1, the alphabet, 2, 36, 43, 45, 66, 63, 75, 76, 78-80, 87,
88, g2-122, 124, 126, 128, 130-141.
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iv THE ORBIS PICTUS.

On the other hand, the Vienna edition contains a
curious additional cut. It gives No. 4, the Heaven,
practically as in this edition, but puts another cut
under it in which the earth is revolving about the
sun; and after the statement of Comenius, “Coelum ro-
Fatur, ef ambil lerram, in medio sfaniem” interpolates:
% proutd veleres credidevunt; recentiores emim defendunt
motum terrae civea solem " [as the ancients used to think;
for later anthorities hold that the motion of the earth
is about the sun.]

Two specimen pages from anocther edition are in-
serted in Payne's Compayré's History of Education
(between pp. 126, 127). The cut is the representa-
tive of No. 103 in this edition, but those who com-
pare them will see not only how much coarser is the
execution of the wood-cut Prof. Payne bas copied,
but what liberties have been taken with with the de-
sign. The ooly change in the Latin text, however,
is from Designal Figuras rerum in the original, to
Figuram rerum designal.

In this edition the cuts are unusually clear copies
of the copper-plates of the first edition of 1648, from
which we have also taken the Latin text. The text
for the English translatiom is from the English edi-
tion of 1727, in which for the first time the English
words were so arranged as to stand opposite their
Latin equivalents. "

The cuts have been reproduced with great care by
the photographic process. I thought best not Lo per-
mit them to be retouched, preferring occasicnal in-
distinctness to modern tampering with the originals
that would make them less authentic.




EDITOR'S PREFACE. v

The English text is unchanged from that of the
1727 edition, except in rare instances where substitu-
tions have been made for single words not now per-
missible. The typography suggests rather than imi-
tates the gquaininess of the original, and the paper
was carefully selected to produce so far as practica-
‘ble the impression of the old hand-presses.

In short my aim has been to put within the reach
-of teachers at a moderate price a satisfactory repro.
duction of this important book; and if the sale of the
Ordis Pictfus seems to warrant it, | hope subsequently
to print as a companion volume the Va#ulum and
Fanus of the same author, of which I have choice
<opies. C. W. BARDEEN.

Syracuse, Sept. 28, 1887,



CommenTs vronN THE Oreis Picrus.

During four years he here prosecuted his efforts in
behalf of education with commendable success, rod
wrote, among other works, his celebrated Orbis Pic-
tus, which has passed through a great many editions,
and survived a multitude of imitations.—SuITH'S
History or Epvcation, N. V., 1842, p. 120.

The most eminent educator of the seventeenth cen-
tury, however, was John Amos Comeniuos......His
Orbis Sensualium Pictus, published in 1657, enjoyed
a still higher renown. The text was much the same
with the Janua, being intended as a kind of element-
ary encyclop®zdia; but # differed from all previous text-
dooks, in belng illustrated with pictures, on copper
and wood,.of the various topics discussed in it, This
book was universally popular. In those portions of
Germany where the schools had been broken up by
the “ Thirty years' war," mothers taught their chil-
dren from its pages. Corrected and amended by
later editors, it continued for mearly two hundred
years, to be a text-book of the German schools.—
HisTorv aND Prookress o¥ EpvcaTioN, BY PriLoRIB-
Livs, N, Y., 186¢, p. 210,

The “Janua” would, therefore, have had but a
short-lived popularity with teachers, and a still shorter
with learners, if Comenius had not carried out his.
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COMMENTS UPON THE ORBIS FICTUS. wii

principle of appealing to the senses, and called in the
artist. The result was the “ Orbis Pictus,” a book
which proved a favorite with young and old, and
maintained its ground in many a school for more
than a century....l am sorry I cannot give a speci-
men of this celebrated book with its quaint pictures,
The artist, of course, was wanting in the technical
skill which is now commonly displayed even in the
cheapest publications, but this renders his deline-
ations none the less entertaining. As a plcture of
the life and manners of the seventeeth century, the
work bas great historical interest, which will, I hope,
secure for it another English edition.—Quick’s Epu.
caTioNAL RErorMERS, 1868 ; Syracuse edition, p. y9.

But the principle on which he most ipsisted is
that the teaching of words and things must go to-
gether, hand in hand. When we consider how much
time s spent over new languages, what waste of
energy is lavished on mere preparation, how it takes
so long to lay a foundation that there is no time to
lay a building upon it, we must conclude that it isin
the acceptance and development of this principle
that the improvement of education will in the future
consist. Any one who attempts to inculcate this
great reform will find that its first principles are con-
tained in the writings of Comenius.—ENCYCLOPAR-
D1A BRITANNICA, oth edition, vii. 674.

The first edition of this celebrated book was pube
lished at Nuremberg in 1657; soon after a transla-
tion was made into English by Charles Hoole. The
last English edition appeared in 1777, and this was
reprinted in America in 1812, This was the first il-



