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NOTICE TO THE READER.

Tue following letters have been seleeted, from
among several hundred, as most fit for publication,

The sentiment of filial devotion towards the author,
which, for many yvears, ennstituted a luege portion of
my moral existence, together with the want ol erfi-
cal acumen, may o far mislead the judgment, a5 to
make me overrate the merit of theze letters. Be that
as it mayv. I shall make no u[nﬂug}' (173 H‘w‘mﬁ them to
the: 'Puhlil,: : neither have they s ris‘ht o ﬂ:li[l'i re, nor
shall they reecive, any cxplanation of motives, that
may be personal to myself, in making the publica-
tapm.

Suflice it to say, that, T think, they will do credil
o Amevican literature; and add something to the
fame of & man, who long held o distinguished rank
among American orators, and statcsmens and whose
genius has added not a little to his country’s glory.
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LETTER L

frevrgetmon, Joa. 31, A0,

Mr pean Turonors,

I senme you by the New Orleans mail, ¢ leiters writ.
ten by the grest Mo DPitl, afterwards Earl of Chuthum, 1o
his nephew, when at colfege.”  You know oy opinton of
Lord Chatham; that b was al onee the greatest praclical
statesman el ever livad, and the most {ranscendeot orelor.
With all 1his, hewas a truly pood man, (indeed, he wewed
heve been, singe virtwe is essential to gread excellence in
Fpgifarhde prirsuils) and the most elegant and pelished gen-
theman of his time,

When I speak of o pracfical siatesman, T wish you
{o understand me. A man may posscss greal fheovetic
knowledge on any subject, and yol be & poor practitioner.
To take an example from the profession which you stem (o
have chosen, in preference to any other-——a man might have
o1l the best medical suthors by heart, know the tresiment
which is considered (o be most judicions for every disease,
and the properties of every medicine, so as, in converseiion,
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to ¥ie with any, and to cutshine the greater part of his pro-
lession, nbd el be so deficient in grocdice, 18, when brought
to 2 patient, to be unable to 1ell what his disease was, and, of
onrse, how it was to have been treated,—whether the pulso
indicated depletion or stimulants. Sueh is the difference
between theory and practice; one ™ disease on paper, where
all goes smoothly, and the patient infallibly recovers: the
othor is disease in the subject of malady, in man hirsell,
where symptoms are complicatod, and the various conside-
rations of upe, sex, and sondilien, in the patient, baffie. the
muost skilful, and disrnay the most expericneed—wehere the
patieal dirs.

T fear, from the shortness of your loilery from the in-
correctoess of ile orthosraphy and syafar, and from the
amission of smne material wonls, that want of paper waz
not your osLy cause for omilting to wrile the week beforo
last. Fnoelosed you have somcthing to obyiate that objee
figm.—

s Thare iz coly 20 maore to carry down.”?
Nofe—A verb pors ¥or agrea with ils nominative
% mundr al person.
¢ Plowing —which in tho procefing line yau haye
spelt correctly.
% No mecidents Ao befallen.” A verb doce nof, ke
The rexson that T did oot (the word wrile amitted)
last week, was, &e.” Mo aitention o points, at all,
Number of lines in your leller, nine,
errors ————— four;”

Surely you eanpol have read aver, once what you wrole.
Nlareover, the hand is a very bad one; many worils blotied,
and every part of it betrays negligence and a carelessness of
erceliing=-a most deplorable symptom in o young man.

Is Dr. Robinson in Farmville, and is he likely to remain
there? Would you prefer being at ITamp. Sid. Call. to stay-

® Fhemides canidting the year TR



JOHN RANDOLTFH. i1

ing at Bizarre? | om very uneasy aboit you, my dear boy,
In your letters 1 see no froee of your stedies—no mention
made of Ovid or Homer--nathing a4 to your manner of dis-
posing of your time. Assoon a8 [ am well encugh, T shall
eet off for Dizarre, God bless you.
Your allectionale friond
and relation,
JOHN RANDOLPH.

Whol has beeome of tho journaf thet T directed vou to
Lesn?

Have you ever reccived the two bunks notes that 1 sent
you.

Do oot imitate your father’s handwriting—it is a running
hand, unfit for you at prescot. Yoo must lesrn o wrole
distincily first, vs chiblren learn to read, letter by letter,
ayllable by syllable, word by word. The Girst page of this
letler is & very goud ecopy for you—partienlarly the data.

LETTER IL

frevrwreioen, Feb, &, 1500

My pean Turomore,  #

I waore o you, yesterday, by the New Urleans
matl, and, throngh mistake, dated my letter in January, 1
would have you, my dear boy, censider the little book,
which 1 sent at the some time, 85 eoming from my head and
hieart, and addressed to your awn,  Cur situation, and that of
its writer and his pephew, ore not dissimilar.  Let us, then,
profit by their example. Whilst T endeavonr to avail my-
solf of the wisdom and cxperience of the one, do you slso
strive 1o imitate the amiable docility of the othery and so0
may God bless you, my dear bay.



