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MOUNT IIOPE CEMETERY.

—

Inerzesen with the tuperative neeessity of providing against
the increasing evils tesulting forn the practiee of borying the
dead within ilie limits of this populous sy, o number of gene
temen, aboul a year sinee, uwited thelr eforts, aml eotered
inte & plan For procoring a ecmnodions tract of fand, in the

immediate vienity—which, while its sitwztion should be con-
venicnily wear 0 the nhobitants of the metzopctis, might, at
the smme Lime, possess all e requisiles aod atlesctions of &
Rural Comictory.

Sech a spol, sfter diligeni research, was fonund lying upon
the bowders of our two neichboring towns, Dorchester and West
Roxbury. 0 oovinprised s oarea of eighty-lve scres-——a space
more than tonfald orenter than the sgerecule contents of all the
erounds in Boston that bave bhoen nsal ws places of sepuliue
for the lagt two ond o quarter cenfurics.  This spot, for its nai-
ural heantics, its combined rewliness of aceess, and complele
saclusion from the busy world, reeotmraended jtself at once, as
presenting every dusitable properly dn referenes to the objeet in
view. Negoilations with the several swners of the land were
therefore opened forthwith ) and the remlt is, the parehase of
the whole tract; at & foir valuation. Having been [ully paid for,
It i now secured by the most undoubted title, and has become
the undisputed. and winquestionable domaean of the corporation of
Mount Hope Cemeatery,

The subject of preventing and remedying the continued
perils and pemicious effects of inframural interments, had long
occupicd the coracst attention of our municipal government,
In 1850, the then mayer, Mr. Bigelow, in an address to the
¢ity council, after having alluded to the fact that more than
5000 deaths had cceurred in Boston within the preceding year,
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strongly urged ©the neecsaty of making carly and adequate
provisions, beyand the houndaries of the cily, for the burial of
the dead.’  # Bvery one of onr cometides”” he rematked, s
already full, to tn extent which, i o greater os less degree, is
prejudicial to the pnblie health.”

Acting upon this suggestiol, a Joini special comnnties, ap
pointed by the eity government, made o eritical inspection of
wvery suilable aite for the contomplated purpose, within reason-
able dis
Momat Hope Qemetery excited thew mest favorable considera-

snes frem the eity. The gronmds now censtitoting

tion, and would have commamded their wlumals prefercnea.
Some difference of views, howevor, lo regard {o certam details
eouneetod with the sehjoet, led to the conelusion that the de-
sived object might be more snecesstuliy accompdished it feft to
individual enderprise, aad s subsequent concerns conflided to
ibie control of an-assaction of shageholdacs, personally inter-
ested in the promaotion and continued duration of the undertak-
ingr, wind duly organized under the perpetimlly binding proyvisions
of onr Btates Tawsa.

In sirict conformity with the teguircments of the Revised
Statvtes, this compaay was regilery iceorporaled e e yeur
1851 —on the T8h of Novernber 10 which yvesr 3t clocted its
frat hoard of oficess, oz follows . Hon. Jehin I1. Wilking, Pres-
ident ; Fraueis O Watls, M., "Urensurer; Oween {50 Peabody,
Bs, Clerk ; snd Messrs, B, T, Loring, J. K. Porter, 3. IL
Jenlks, . IL Ilolhbeools, and W Beown, Dircetors. A code
of appropriaic by-laws for the goidance of the members, a
system of suitchle regulations lor the manogement of the
grounds, and all the requisite forms tor the legal conveyanee
snd protection of famiy lots, &, have been framed and
adopted. In fine, every measure has been carcfully and advis-
edly taken, for establishing the Cemetery on the mest sceure,
permanent, and satisfactory basis, and for its unchangeable ve-
cupancy as g sacred home for the dead #until time shall be no
- more 7

Already, this extensive field of * the groat teacher” exhibits
striking indications of its admirable fitness for the meurnfully
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interesting purpose to which it 38 devoted.  Numorous family
lots have heen selected and enclosed, and soveral eorly graves
have received thelr tonants,  Tts Torest-tracts, densely illed with .
noble evorgronns—its hill-tops “erowned with closed wood”—
its rocky elefts and secluded dells, with rumiing streams anc
living springs—its expanded lawns and gently swelling slopes,
clothed in brillinnt verdure,—have been everywhere intersected
by caparcious avemies, branehing aleys, and romattic pathoays.
Under the plastie hond of 3 Dageerston, the tasteful and
seientifie superintendent, thess charming improvements have
gy forth ae it wera by magie ; and the whole territory now
presents a spoetacle of vaed natoral beawty, blended with har-
monions cotabinarions of wrlistic skilt, surpassed by few i any
similar spots i Now Lingland.

The covernony of conseeratimg Lhege grounds, and theroby
placing a permanent soal wpon their churaeter and destinalion,
took place on the 24ih of Juie, 18582, m the midsdd of a delight-
ful grove near the contre of 1he Comeiory, under e open sky,
and in presence of & ndmerons and deeply-interceted anditory.
The exereizes on that eccagion wore ominently impressive,
affceting, and worthy of remeiabrance,  The norative whick
herein ollows, will, it is teested, ooy with it no small portion
of the religinus foeling which pervadéd the assembled partics-
pants in those solemuities,  Mar it condribute to foster and
preserve corresponding sontimonts of veneration through all
snecessive ages |
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Lavtes awn GENTLEMEN,—

Before pi'ocﬂed'ulg to the moto interesting and Importand
exarcises of the oceasion, it has been malde my offleial duly o
ask your indulzenee while I offor a fow nfroductory remarks.

Within comparatively a shoew seriol, great and important
chunges have taken place i the public semimeit, here ond
clsowhere, in relaticn io Intrammral interments, op inierments in
the close amd confinpd atmosphere of a city.  Tn both the old
country and the new, the curent of opinion is setting strongly
against the practice, snd very justly, o account of public heglth
and individual comfort,

But independent of sontiment and fecling upon the matter,
the confinad and eramped condition of the ety of Beston
imposes upon its inhabitants the almest absolute necessity of
locking beyond its municipal bounds for accommodations for
interment,

With a view 0 meeting an imperalive public want, the cem-
stery of Mount Aubim was established, That cnterprise has
been eminently suceessfill, and, to a certnin extend, hag et the
demands of a great public exigency. But the hish eost of lots
in that enclosure, and the expense of passing to and frem i,



