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PREFACE.

Tue fact that John Calvin was led by the grace
of God to embrace and defend all the cssential
principles of doctrine and polity which distinguish
the system of Presbyterianism hns exposed him to
the uneceasing calumny of all those to whom that
system is unpalatable, Tomanists, prelatists, and
errorists of every nume, have vied with one an-
other in their efforts to blacken his character and
detract from his famme, The defepce of Calvim
ngainst these misrepresentations is neeessary for
the glory of that God who ealled him by his rich
grace, for the honor of that truth in whose cause
Calvin lived and died, and for the maintenance
of that Chnarch to which he was attached, and
which 15 bumilt vpon the foundation laid by apos-
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief Corner-stone. And this defence is in
a pecaliar manner the privilege and duty of Pres-
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byterians, with whom Calvin has been so general
lv identified.

Actnated by these views, the alumni of the
theological seminary at Princeton appointed the
author to deliver a discourse in vindieation of
the life and charneter of Calvin at their an-
niversary meeting in May, 1843, The substanee
of the following little work was aceordingly de-
livered in Philadelphia, in the Sceond Preshy-
terian church, during the sessions of the General
Aszembly. At the reguest of the alamni it has
gince been published in some of our religions
papers, snd it is now prepared, by the desire
of the Board of DPublication of the Preshyterian
Church, for publieation as one of their volumes,

That it may lead the members of our beloved
Church more highly to estimate and prize the
character and achievements of Calvin, that they
may thus he ineited to bless God (who raized up
Calvin and qualified him for his work) for his
past dealings with his Charch, while they hum-
bly look for his contioued guidance and pro-
tection, aml that the inhabitantz of this country
miy be brought by it more deeply fo appreciate
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the inflaence of Calvin and of the system he
advoeated in securing those hlE:asiug':- of reii;;i{:lu&
and civil freedom by which they are distingnish-
ed, is the sineere prayer of

Ter Avraor.

NOTE BY THE PUBLISHERS.

Tuis work, by the Bev. Dr. Smythe, has proved
g0 valuable and so nzcful that, the original edition
having heen exhansted, it is now sterentyped and
this new edition offered to the public by

Tirr PoRLIEHERS.
BoveuaEr, 1531,



