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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

A VISION OF CGREATION,
& Poem,

WITH AN INTRODUCTION, GEQOLOGICAL & CRITICAL,

’ By QUTHBERT COLLINGWOQOD,

MA & BM OXON.: PLA, &a
Anthor of “ Bunbles of & Naturallsk on the Sherea sod Watdrs of thi Chiles Bea,” &o.

“Powerfnl and able. , . . . Tpen the whole, the 'Vision of
Creation ' is & well-sustained, & thoughtfully wrought-out, and sn effective
posi ' —Sermen.

“ He treats his sublime subject in lines digeified and thonghtful. The
grand majestic maasure of Milton, and the powerful hlank verse of Thomson
ars both recallad in some of the hooks of ' A Vision of Creation.' Noeare
the lighter graces of poetry neglseted. Dr Collingwood hes produced s
poem which men of mature years will ponder over with instruction and
delight.”"—Morning Post.

* Many parts of the poém are exquisite in their language and imagery,
and wo cannot racall any description of the seasons more benntiful or postic
than that given by the Archangel. The description of Cheoe, and of the
ancient cosl-forests, are strilong features in the work which ws should like
to quote.  Wa can only expreas the hope that oor readers may derive as
muak pleasure from the perusal of Dr Colllngweod's  Vislon of Crestion®
aa wi oursslves have done, "—Fdverpogl Albim,

“This is no ordinary poam. Whether wa lock to its conception or
execntion, it poesesses vory considerable roerit ; and whils it displeys much
imaginative power and artistic eldll, it embodies also o great amonot of
mataral philosophy—difienlt ss that Is to treat in & poetic style, Fine
lines and felicitons passages abound, which, with the construstive geniuos
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digplayhd by the sathor throughont, are fitted to gretify all who devota
more than s cursory glaoce to the volume. The *Vision of Creation’ i
fitted to take high rank s 2 poem. "—Dumfries Stondard,

“ An wa may admire the * Paradiss Lost" withoot wholly edmitting ita
historieal accuricy, or secepting all its theologieal views, we may admire
the © Vision of Creation,” without belisving in the troth of its coamogony.
As poetry, we think it has considerable merit. Ifs rhythm is easy, its
deseriptions are vivid, its sentiments wrs pore and noble —Ttelleciual
Repository,

** The *Vision of Creatiom” is worthy of mneh praise. The poem ia in lofty
and musical blank verss, an admirable preface anfolding the whole acheme
with gront cloarness and akill. Mr Collingwood i master of his enbject,
and writea with fealing, poetical taste, and power."—Fuening Standard,

“Mr Collingwoord has shewn in * A Vielom of Creation ' that in him ere
combined the functions of the men of seience and of the poet. The first
purt of the poem is oecupied by a dialogue betwean the Beer wnd the Arch-
angel, and thers ars passages here gnd thers in thie portien of the work
of rare power and beancy. In Part I1. the Visien of Creation is unfolded.
The thought in thia part of the work is highly elevated thronghent, and
clothed in language befitting the lofty charicter of the subject and the
eple mould in which the poem is sast.  The merits of the work taken as s
whale, both as regards composition snd extcution, so greatly transcemd
its faults, that the latter wra almost wnworthy of mention. ®—ELdterary
World,

** The anthor haz worked out a well-conceived plan with clearnesa and
precision of thotight, and by meana of the machinery intmdueed, and an
appropriate use of {magery, bas cmbellished his work with probably ss
much postical grace as the simplicity of revelation and the severity of
aciance might justify, "—Publie Opinfon.

“The pictorial vigour, sclentific aecnrecy, and foree and appropriateness
of expresaion, give these efforts to convey an ides of the marvellous work a
pecnlinr ettractiveness.  The work ia one in which we find power and
originality, a fine Imaginative vigour snd definitensss of e , amd
much that is excellent in every way. [t is; indeed, in many rerpects, n
noble conception, worthily reslised. Indeed, seldem heve poetry ana
srience gone hand in hand more pleasantly or to better purposs than in
this noble snd impressive poem. " —dberdemn Josrnal,
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

—_—

IT is the unfortunate characteristic of the present day that
a0 meny men are led to abandon all grounds of belief
which do nst appear to be included in the uncompromising
intellectual process which they term fhe seientifie method :
in other words, to cast sside every source of exoteric evi-
dente, on the ground that it cannot be embraced in, or
evolved from, the results of pure ressoning.

It appears, however, to the writer, that as long as any-
thing of the nature of spirit is admitted at all, it must be
held to be impossible to argue directly to it from mere
intellect, without the possessicn of some leavening of what
he would call the “ power of faith,"—faith that is in some~
thing beyond mere matter and force,

It is & aign of the times that this power of faith should
be possessed by so few ;—those who do not possess it sub-
stituting for it what they term “scientific” faith, which,
while it rests on nothing more substantial than personal
authority, and is therefore perfectly valueleas, at the same
time robs all who accept it of those evidences which we
believe are destined ultimately to trinmph, and to give a



