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THE ALHAMBRA

LEGENDOF PRINCE ATIMED AT, KAMET,;
0w,

THE PILGRIM OF LOVE.

OERE wae once a Moorish king of Gra-
nada, who had hut cnc soft, whom he
named Ahmed, to which his courtiers added the
surname of al Kamel, pv the Perfect, rom the
indubitable signs of superexeellenes which they
perceived in him io his very infancy, The as-
trologers countensticed them in their foresight,
predicting every thing ia his faver that could
make a perfect prince and a prospercus sover-
cign. One cloud only rested upon his destiny,
and even that was of a roseate hue: he would
be of an amorous temperament, and ron great
pertls from the tender passion, If, however, be
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could be kept from the allurements of love
until of mature age, these dangers would be
averted, and his life thercafter be one umibter-
rupted course of felicity.

To prevent all danger of the kind, the king
wisely determined to rear Llie prince 1o a seclo-
sion where be should never see 4 female face,
nor hear even the name of love. For this pur-
pose he built a beautifnl palace ou the brow of
the hill above the Alhamhbra, in the midst of de-
hyghtful gardens, bat sarroended by lofty walls,
beimgr, 1o fact, the same palace known at the
presetil day by the thane of the Generalife. Io
this pedave the yoathful prinec was shot op,
and intrusted Lo the goardianship and instrue-
tiot of Eben Donabben, one of the wisest and
dryest of Arabian sages, who had passed Lhe
greatest part of his life in Egypt, studying hie-
roglyphics, and making researches among the
tombs and pyramids, and who saw more charms
in #n Epyptisn muimmmy than in the most tempt-
ing of living beautics. The sape was ordered Lo
imatrnct the prinee in oll kinds of koowledpe
but one,—he was fo be kept utterly ipnorant of
love, ' Use every precaotion for the purpose
you may think proper,” said the king, ** bot re.
member, (0 Eben Bonabben, 1if my son learns
anght of that forbidden koowledge while under
your gare, your head sliall answer for i A
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withercd smile came over the dry visage of the
wise Bonabben at the menace. ** Let your ma-
jesty's heart be a5 easy about your son, as mine
is about my head : am I a man hLikely to gmive
lezsons in the idle passion * "

Under the vigilant care of the philosopher,
the prince grew up in the seclusion of the
palace and its gardens. Il had black slaves to
sttend vpon bhim-—bideous muates who Etew
nothing of love, or if they did, hed ool words to
communicate it Ilis mental endowments were
the peenlisr careof Elen Donabben, who sought
to initiste him into the absliusze lore of Lpypt |
bt in this the primce made little progress, and
it was soon evident that he had no turn for phi-
losopliy.

[Te was, however, ammaxingly ductile for a
vouthful prinee, ready to follow any advice, and
elways guided by the last counsellor. He sup-
pressed his yawns, and listened patiently to the
long and learned discourses of Ifben Dotablen,
fromn which he mmbibed a smatlering of vanous
kinds of knowledwe, and thus hoappily atlained
Lis twentieth vear, o miracle of princely wisdom
—hut totally ignoraut of love.

About this time, however, a change came over
the conduct of the prince. He completely aban-
doned his studies, and wok lostrolling about
the gardens, and musing by the side of the foun-



