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CHAPTELR 1
ANCESTREY AND BARLY VEARS

Traprriox stll points to a buthling in the town of
Momtrose as the birthplace of James Grabam, fifth Earl
and first Marquis of the ling—a building alse fondly
cherished by the autiquary as the last to shelter the
Old Chevalier on Seottish sofl.  Both traditions are
of course disputed, and both are essy to dispote.
The title of Montrose was taken, not from the town
of that name but, from the estate of O] AMontrose
on the opposite side of the bay, which a Graham
had acquired from Hobert Broee in exchange for the
lands of Cardress in Dumbartonzhive.  The name is=
said to be of Gaelie oviging A8 or Al Muineres, the
Burn of the Moasy Point; bul the prefix must have
been understood in itz Saxon significance ut least as
early as the twelfth century, for in a chavter of that
time the pluce is styled Pl Mowos,  The old castle
has long since disuppeared.  The Covenanters naturslly
let slip no chance of despolling the wan they most
feared and hated in Scotland ; and of the three stately
homes owned by the chief of the (Grahmms at the
beginning of the seventeenth centnry — Kineardine in
I
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Perthshire, Mugdoel in Stivlingshive, and Old Montrose
in Foriarshire—all went fown in the storm of civil war.
Montrose's parents seem to have vesided at all three
impartially, aml ar the lust their son may have heen
Born, I this were 20, it is easy to understand how
tendlition, anxions £ sooee visthle memorisl of a famous
man in the town beatng his none, shonld have trans-
feeved the honour of los larth there across the few
miles of water that separated 4 from the old home of
his fumily,  But in faet nothing is eertainly known of
the place or time of Montrose's birch, exeept that he was
fourteen years ol when his father died in 1626, and mnst
consaqiently huve boeen born some time e the year 1612,

The Grahams had long baen conspicnous figures in
Heattish history.  In 1298 Siv John Giralarg, the chosen
comrade of Wallaee, lod fallen, more fortunate thae
his friemd, at the bastle of Fulkivk, in the ehnrelivard of
whicli town hiz towb may still T seen. In 1504, at the
eapitulation which zeened for the moment to ave elosed
the Seows’ stenggle for ndependence, Sie Dhavid, the first
proprietor of (hd Mentrose, bad been speeinlly muarked
by the Fnglish king as o dungerens man,  Through the
wiars of Bruee and his mmeliste sovcessors the Grahoms
haul stood stoutly by the wationad cuwse,  In the thir-
teenth owl fouricenth cenfuries they had three times
imtormarvied with the royal blosd of Sectland. A son
of Sir Williom Granae and the Princess Mary, danghter
of Robert the Thind, was the =4 Primste of Seothud
and ag a Grohin of o later meneration hod held the see
of Dnblane, the fedilference exprossed for hishops hy
their flnstrions descondant shonkl ar Jeast not have
Leen hereditary,  Cme of Sie Williaw's - grandsons,
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Patrick, was raised to the peeeage as Lowd Grabsm in
1451, and in 1505 his grandson William was made Earl
of Montrose by James the Fourth, oy to fall o few
vears Jater by lus sovercian's side ac Flodilen, where
he commanderd a division of the Heottish van,  bHis
grandzon fell with equal glory at Pinkie, a field only
less disastrons to bis commtry than the field of Flodden.
But the most 1_'.r1||,rll|i|,:llu-llf. af tle oneestors of the Ceost
Marquis was his grandfather Johng who held in sacees-
stom the offices of Treasurver, Chancollor, wml Yieeroy of
seotland,  He seems o Jave possessed hiz full sharve
of the turbulent spivit which marked the Seottish aris-
toeracy then and for long after an era of nailider manners
liad dawned npow the South,  When nearly fifty yoears
old he was engagel i o memorable Denwl on the Tigh
Street of Lilinbnargh hetween o party of his own men
aml the follewers of Sir John Sawlifands, by wlem ene
of hiz clan bad Loen wuedered three years provieusly,
In this affurr Lovd Grealwm fonght Ty his Totler's siile,
anel aceording to ane seconnt had been the first to begin
the fray. Buo the general tenor of his life seems to
have been nonsaally peacetol. He Dore the part expected
of & young Scottish poblenin in the Siate cereimonies
and pogeants of the time, azd after his suceession t6 the
title performad such duries as bis pestbion jmpess] on
him with ermlit i with a0 partiealar abilicy, Bt
his tastes evidentiy led lim rather to the life of a
country gentleman than of woaan of &lfuivs, anpd after his
wife's death he secws to lave devatod Bimaelf olust
entively to the cave of his ehildren amd his estates, is
letters show lim to lave been an affectionate ad in-
duwlgent father, aml the precision of Lis acconnts proves
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him an exact bt not iliberal mengger,  His stables were
woll stocked and well naad, and, nest to vilding, arehery
amd golf were his favowite pastimes. 1o these his son
fullowed him,  His skill ab the tpeeets und on the links
i:ﬁ o lIF th“ {‘I"-'i' [l]l'nll'.l]"i”]!'i |If EELIIJL'T“IEUJE :l.'[l'l_lt-h til.‘lt
tiiee s o] for ns o the graes amd dexterity of his
horsemanship wers Funons even dooan ago and & conntry
where all men and west women rode, ond were first
learned, as such aeeomplishments can only he lenrned, in
boyhood, as e eantered on his white pony at his father’s
side over the fair hovituge of Lie sires. Bat another of
hibs Batbier's fstes Lo did ned shaes The smell of tolaces
15 =it hiave Lo EH!I'.'Ll]I‘.'.lr'I'.'L' |]'i=5.'Ll_.;|1:13:|]:]|,' to b, anid
sums for tobueeo and papes ave frequent in the old Earl’s
aceonnts.’

4o Alosnall that 15 koewn er san be conjeconyel of Montrose's
wanth B odevived Do o acconcts ol Tis fther's homseliohd
expenses anuil of hia ewn at Glaasow awl Bt Andeews, which
wore biseoversd] about llll'!‘l'!-' R P in the charcer-cliest at
Iiniiel =t I“Ill".' fevs B H.:.:-l”lllll.l-”}' izl It!]4"r'l".']_'r' TETH
||:.' Mark .\i'.l._:-i.r'r it the -::-].ll'lliJ:;._': x'1|;'-.|_‘.[.-|'|'.1 ol his Meweosew o Moptvose
12 vels, Bdin, 1500, the lst ol west complots of fle ooy
volumes plilisleal Ty i on Iis fmens kiveman, Tu respeot
of the fwts of Mootress's 15, be mny be considered to bave ex.
hansted ali Zuown somi of foformetiong @ Lot oueside e Pt Tie
must be el with canefone For this parpose thove can be no
Letter antilatze than el Breeton and 3le, Goardiner ove snggs il
in their peave pml joilieial hstories.  The second voloma of e
butter's Aistame w the Gvead o0l Hee tsoimvaluable to all whoe
wonld frmee the intrivcale coutee of Moncrose's Highlawl compoign,
It is munaevasnry to oniuaiate atl the origina sathesifes that may
Do vonanbted,  Stwlents of history wre woll awere ol them, aml
sthicrs iay e pantend bo st T Tioeen and Mo, Gardiner, whe
Bivie peecdeeded oo e of suabling veelors oo alzaw theie ewn
vornlnskons,

Mottrose, 00 may Tee oiservel, did oot disdein toloeco i ail



